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 A Heidelberg man who 
was ordered to remain in 
jail after being accused 
of assaulting a deputy 
was allowed to bond out 
but was back behind bars 
again this month.
 Demetrius Nabors, 
27, was 
arrested 
for driv-
ing while 
intoxicat-
ed with 
a young 
child 
in the 
car just 
before midnight on June 
30. At a “safety check-
point” at 13th Avenue 
and Jefferson Street, 
a Laurel police officer 
smelled marijuana and 
saw an open bottle of 
Cognac beside the child’s 
car seat in the back of his 
vehicle, according to the 
incident report. He was 
charged with DUI-oth-
er, child endangerment, 
possession of marijua-
na-vehicle and open con-
tainer — all misdemean-
ors — then booked into 
the Jones County Adult 
Detention Center. He 
was released on July 2, 
according to jail records.
 Nabors was arrested in 
September after he was 
accused of slamming a 
Buick into Deputy Derick 
Knight during a traffic 
stop on Sharon-Sand-
ersville Road late one 
night. Knight smelled 
marijuana, according to 
the incident report, and 
when the deputy asked 
Nabors to step out of the 
vehicle, Nabors refused 
and closed the car door. 
When Knight reached 
into the vehicle, Nabors 
put the car in reverse and 
“dragged” the deputy 
and “slammed him” into 
the patrol unit. Knight 
sustained “injuries to his 
upper body.” There were 
reports that he may have 
suffered a cracked verte-
bra.
 After learning Na-
bors’ criminal history, 
then-Judge Noel Rogers 
denied bond for him. 
Nabors was also facing 
misdemeanor charges 

tuesday, july 13, 2021
15 82

A

well-deserved

honor

inside
Obituaries ................................... A3

Opinion ....................................... A4

Puzzles/Comics ....................A5, A6

Classifieds/Legals ................A7, A8

deaths • a3
• Milton Gregory Byrd

• Jimmy Dale Gatlin

• Cornelius Montel Lott

Cam Bonelli

opinion • a4

 crime • a9

Third time's
the charm

Jasper County

burglary suspects

arrested, charged

17
DAYS 
U NTI L 
TH E

DYWS

news • a2

Berlin looking at new private 

provider for jail food service

Back to the
drawing board

THE LAUREL
LEADER-HAUL

General Excellence, Photo of the Year
spearhead LL-C dominance at press awards

James Neely stands near the roadway about 20 minutes after crawling from the destruction of his home, blood caked 
on his face. This photo was chosen as Photo of the Year among Mississippi newspapers. (Photo by Jack Hammett)

Murphy chosen top columnist as Home Town paper cleans up at state press awards

What the judges said:

On Jack Ham-
mett's Photo 
of the Year: 
"Incredible 
photo capturing 
the suffering of 
this bleeding 
man with the 
trees down in 
the background. 
Terrific lighting 
and focus." 

On the LL-C's 
headlines: "Tak-
ing notes from 
the genius(es) 
behind the Lau-
rel Leader-Call's 
Headlines. Fan-
tastic work."

On LL-C's best 
front page: 
"Terrific, varied 
and well-written 
content — along with a clean design — makes 
this one the clear winner."

On Sean Murphy's best commentary column: 
"Outstanding column 'Miscarriage of journalism' 
about how the media jumping in bed with one 
party has destroyed their credibility and been 
bad for the country. Bravo. The dig at the Home-
bound Heroes was also well written.

The April 16, 2020 edition of 
the LL-C was lauded as the 
best front page.

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 Mississippi’s public schools will 
be closed to students for the rest of 
the school year to slow the spread of 
COVID-19, Gov. Tate Reeves an-
nounced Tuesday.
  "I know how hard teachers, 
students, all staff and parents have 
been working during this dangerous 
time,” Reeves said. “You have my 
deep respect and sincere admiration. 
It has been so encouraging to see the 
efforts of our education community 
to protect the people of Mississippi 
while ensuring learning takes place. I 
know our education community will 
do whatever it takes to make sure 
Mississippi kids don’t fall behind.”
 Reeves will issue an executive order 
with details for school districts to 
develop enhanced learning plans for 
their students and their communities.
 Superintendent Tommy Parker 
and the Jones County School Dis-
trict’s board met for four hours on 
Wednesday morning to begin dis-
cussing how to proceed.
 Though there’s a “long laundry list” 
of things to get done, getting edu-
cational enrichment packets to the 
households that don’t have devices or 
quality internet service is one of the 

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 Patrick Hadley had the 
nickname “Sasquatch” 
because of his size, not 
because of his elusiveness. 
He has been seen helping 
at disaster sites across the 
Southeast over the last few 
years.
 And that’s just what the 
Alabama man was doing 
when he took his last 
breath on Monday. He had 
come to Jones County with 
his Unit-
ed Cajun 
Navy 
team 
to help 
tornado 
victims 
in Jones 
County.
 “Pat-
rick died 
doing 
what he 
loved, 
helping 
others, 
and that 
truly 
makes him a hero in our 
book,” according to a 
Facebook post by the Unit-
ed Cajun Navy.
 Hadley, 27, of Bay 
Minette leaves behind 
3-year-old son Bryson, 
baby daughter Carla and 
a fiancé. He left them 
at a moment’s notice on 
Sunday night after disas-
ter-response team leader 
David Lay heard reports 
of the devastating twister 
and rounded up his crew.
 Hadley, along with Troy 
Collum, Tyler Haigler 
and Nick Craven “were all 
ready to go within an hour 
… with no exact location 
in mind,” according to the 
Facebook post.
 Dustin Cooke, owner 
of Davis & Cooke Custom 
Cabinetry in Laurel, saw 
a Facebook post from 
the group and offered his 
place as a camping spot 
for the crew. They bunked 
in their pickups for the 
night and got up at 6 a.m. 
to get to work.
 Around 10 a.m., while 
removing trees off a house 
in Soso, Hadley stopped 
and sat down. Within 
minutes, he collapsed and 
went unconscious. He had 
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By the Numbers

                                  Cases   Deaths

Mississippi ...... 3,360 ...... 122

Covington Co. ....... 19 .......... 0 

Forrest County .... 122 .......... 2

Jasper County....... 15 .......... 0

Jones County ........ 42 .......... 0

Smith County ....... 36 ........ 1*

Wayne County ........ 9 .......... 0

As of April 14; From Miss. Dept. of Health

* Patient died at South Central Regional 

Medical Center in Laurel

Dispatches from Ground Zero

Jessie Smith, whose house in Soso was destroyed in Sunday’s storm, stands in the center of what used to be her 
living room on Tuesday. Below, Gov. Tate Reeves, second from right, stands with Jones County Sheriff Joe Berlin, 
Supervisor Johnny Burnett and Sen. Juan Barnett at First Baptist Church in Soso just before addressing the public 
in the wake up Sunday’s series of storms. (Photos by Jack Hammett)

GONE WITH THE WIND
By Jack Hammett
reporter@leader-call.com
 
Moses held out his hand over the 
sea, and the Lord drove the sea 
back with a strong east wind. 
It blew all night and turned the 
sea into dry land. The water was 
divided. Exodus 14:21

•
 “We don’t know what the future 
holds, but we know who holds the 
future.”
 That was one of the last things 
Gov. Tate Reeves told the public 
during an appearance at First 
Baptist Church of Soso on Tues-
day.
 About 36 hours earlier, a tor-
nado had torn off the building’s 
steeple. The storm had a wind 
speed of almost 200 mph and 
traveled about 50 miles, wiping 
out homes and businesses. The 
press conference Tuesday was a 
filmic marker of the Before and 
After.  
 Surrounding the governor stood 
buildings of the After, all blasted 
windows and splintered wood. 
The masked observers, those 
who listened as Reeves espoused 
messages of hope, now populate 
a near-future they could not have 
divined. Before is a memory, and 
Soso is its afterimage.
 “Six months ago, I don’t think 
you’d see hundreds and hundreds 
of people out here with masks 
on,” Reeves said. “So yes, (the 
tornado) is complicating things. 
The fact that the coronavirus 
exists is complicating the tornado, 

and the tornado is complicating 
everything we’re doing to stop the 
spread of the virus.”
 Press and broadcasters stopped 
and asked questions of each storm 
victim Reeves spoke personally 
with — that included a woman 
named Susie Carmichael. Stand-
ing next to her close friend Jessie 
Smith, she wore a red sweater and 
a mask.
 The 73-year-old appeared to 
resist the downward pull of grief, 
even after the death of her sister 
Sara Ward, 81, on Sunday. Their 
houses had been at the epicenter 
of the Easter storm.
 “I’m holding up real good,” she 

said. “My house is still standing, 
but my sister’s is not.”
 That night, Carmichael walked 
a mile to find her sister, climb-
ing over trees and other debris 
with her niece. First responders 
were hard-pressed to reach her; a 
drive through Soso’s outskirts will 
show just why that is. The forests 
looked as if some great thing had 
bitten off the tops of all the trees, 
all at once.
 Later, at her sister’s property, 
Carmichael pointed out the spot 
where Ward was finally found. 
Ward’s body had been beneath 
a pile of tree limbs, just outside 
where the bathroom would have 
been.
 “It looked like she might have 
been in the bath tub,” Carmichael 
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From staff reports

 BILOXI — The Leader-Call brought home a total of 32 
Mississippi Press Association awards, including the top hon-
or that goes to the best overall newspaper in each division, 
from the annual Better Newspaper Media Contest.
 The newspaper’s staff won General Excellence, which high-
lighted their haul of 14 first-place awards for their work in 
2020.
 “Winning General Excellence is like a sports team winning 
a state championship,” Leader-Call owner and Publisher 
Jim Cegielski said. “It’s the one award that every newspaper 
wants to win because it says you’re the best in your classifi-
cation, and it recognizes the contributions of everyone on the 
team. Everyone on this team plays a vital role in the pro-
duction of this paper, and they all deserve to celebrate our 
success.”
 Individual staff members racked up some of the most cov-
eted individual awards, which were selected by judges from 
the Georgia Press Association. 
 Former reporter/photographer Jack Hammett won the 
Photo of the Year Prize, which is featured on the cover of the 
awards publication. His shot of James Neely under the head-
line “Bloody Sunday” in the aftermath of the Easter tornado 
in Soso earned Hammett the cash prize and a commemora-
tive plaque. The Photo of the Year is selected from the best of 
the winners in all six circulation divisions.
 Hammett and Editor-in-Chief Mark Thornton’s coverage 
of the tornado won several awards and Editor Sean Murphy 
took top prizes for column-writing and design.
 “Incredible photo capturing the suffering of this bleeding 
man with the trees down in the background. Terrific lighting 
and focus,” Judges wrote of Hammett’s photo that won first 
place in the Spot News Photo category. Thornton took sec-
ond (fugitive Roscoe Keyes being caught by the Jones County 
Sheriff’s Department) and third (a rally at the courthouse) 
for a Leader-Call sweep in that category.
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