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DO OR DIE

FOR BRAVES

South Jones 

must beat

Ole Brook

to keep hopes

for playoffs alive

deaths • a3
• Clay Anthony Dykes

• Prentis Jones Jr.

• Rosa Mildred McGee

• Lott W. Rogers Sr.

• Sandra Gayle Sellers Walters

• Rev. Johnny R. Watts

• Gary Dale Williams Jr.

today in history
Oct. 25

1983: U.S. troops and soldiers 

from six Caribbean nations in-

vade Grenada to restore order 

and provide protection to U.S. 

citizens after a recent coup 

within Grenada’s Communist 

(pro-Cuban) government. 

Shooting suspect snagged
Accused Yale Avenue gunner smashed window, chased couple through home

Ducksworth

By Sean Murphy
murph@leader-call.com

 In her jail mugshot, Tara Ducksworth 
is flashing a grin. But she wasn’t laugh-
ing Wednesday morning when Laurel 
Municipal Court Judge Kyle Robertson 
set her bond on three felony charges — 

including two for aggravated assault.
 Tara Ducksworth, 30, was charged with 
shooting a man and woman in a home at 
3829 Yale Ave. Monday night at about 
7:30. Judge Kyle Robertson set her bond 
at $75,000 each for the two shooting 
charges and $35,000 for burglary of a 
dwelling for a total of $185,000.

 She was picked up by Hattiesburg 
police on Tuesday and returned to the 
Jones County Adult Detention Center. 
Sources close to the investigation said 
she actually shared on Facebook the 
LPD’s press release looking for her.
 On Monday, the residents of the 
house called police several times com-

plaining about Ducksworth being at 
their home. She was removed from the 
property only to return later that night, 
according to the affidavit which was 
real aloud in court.
 Ducksworth began beating on the 

Soso man killed in crash

DRUNK
IN COURT

18-year-old answering
DUI charge blows .056

when officer smells hooch
By Sean Murphy
murph@leader-call.com

 On the last weekend of 
September, 18-year-old Caleb 
Sumrall was arrested for a 
DUI first offense by the Lau-
rel Police Department.
 More than three weeks later, 
he had his initial appearance in Laurel Munici-
pal Court and, well, at least he didn’t drive.
 While appearing before Municipal Court 
Judge Kyle Robertson, Sumrall smelled of 
alcohol, as detected by reserve officer Jesse 
Hunter. Robertson asked Sumrall, who was 
accompanied by an adult woman, if he had 
been drinking.
 The 18-year-old said no, but told the judge 
he had been drinking the night before. Rob-
ertson ordered Sumrall to undergo a breath 
test and Sumrall blew a .056 — at 9 in the 
morning. While the legal limit to drive is .08, 
there is zero tolerance for people younger 
than 18.
 Sumrall was not arrested for public drunk-
enness, although Robertson said he easily 
could have had him charged.
 Robertson ordered Sumrall to undergo 
substance-abuse treatment.

Sumrall

Volunteers at the scene of a fatal crash on Big Creek-Soso Road on Monday afternoon. (Photo by Mark Thornton)

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A Soso man died of injuries he sus-
tained when he crashed his pickup in the 
Big Creek Community just after 3 p.m. on 
Monday.
 Clay Anthony Dykes, 51, was pro-
nounced dead at South Central Regional 
Medical Center after being transported 
there by EMServ Ambulance. He crashed 
a Dodge pickup on Soso-Big Creek Road, 
just off Highway 84 West. 

 The pickup, which was headed north 
toward Soso, left the roadway on the 
right side, hit a ditch and went airborne. 
The truck struck a tree and came to rest 
straddling a ditch in front of a residence 
a little more than 100 yards from where 
it left the roadway.
 The driver was ejected from the truck 
and firefighters performed resuscitation 
techniques on him, keeping him alive 
until he could be transported to the hos-
pital. 
  It appeared that the undercarriage 

of the pickup took out the top part of a 
street sign for Dusty Todd Road and the 
tops of a row of mailboxes along the way. 
Speed was believed to be a factor, offi-
cials said.
 Dykes was a carpenter who worked in 
gutter installation, according to his obit-
uary (Page A3).
 Volunteer firefighters from Calhoun, 
Pleasant Ridge and Hebron were among 
the first-responders on the scene, along 
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