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Car crashes into culvert;
man dies, driver taken to
Forrest General Hospital

Sheriff Alex Hodge's
 2019 felony suspect
freedom scoreboard
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One dead, one critical, one comforted
Deputy 

Chase Smith 
comforts 

a dog that 
was in a 
car that 

crashed, 
killing the 
passenger 

and critically 
injuring the 

driver. 
(Photo by 

Mark 
Thornton)

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

	 A	couple	from	the	coast	ran	off	
the roadway and crashed into a 
cement culvert, killing the passen-
ger and critically injuring the driver 
early Wednesday night on Inter-
state 59, just north of the Sanders-
ville-Sharon Road exit.
	 Brandon	Burchfield,	42,	of	Biloxi	
was pronounced dead at the scene 
and 37-year-old Saundra Hubbard of 
Gulfport was transported by EMServ 
to South Central Regional Medical 
Center, where Mississippi Air Rescue 
picked her up and transported her to 
Forrest General. Her injuries are not 
believed to be life-threatening.
 They had been northbound in 
a Ford Fusion when the car went 
off	the	right	shoulder	of	the	road,	
clipped a guardrail, then went over 
a small creek, slamming into a cul-
vert before coming to a rest about 
100 yards from where it left I-59, 
said Sgt. Travis Luck of the Mis-
sissippi Highway Patrol. A witness 
said the car was going full speed 

See CRASH on A7

'I promised that if we were 
given papers and process 

and warrants, that we 
would serve those, and 

we’ve done that.'
Sheriff Alex Hodge

Judge forced to kick 2 more accused felons, blames JCSD
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

	 Last	week,	Sheriff	Alex	Hodge	stood	before	an	
audience at the Laurel Train Depot and Supertalk 
radio listeners and proclaimed, “I promised that if 
we were given papers and process and warrants, 

that we would serve those, and we’ve done that.”
 This week, two more accused felons stood before 
Judge Dal Williamson in Jones County Circuit 
Court and had their cases dismissed because 
Hodge’s department didn’t serve their indictments 
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Costly fire
Family loses everything in blaze


