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 An accused embezzler will not face any 
charges related to that crime because the num-
bers were on his side — 17 years, 7 months and 
2 days. 
 That’s how long it took to get Mashonda Car-
teas Hicks into Jones County Circuit Court to 
face the charges that he was indicted for after 
being accused of stealing from then-employer 

Phillip’s Building Supply.
 The case was dismissed when Judge Dal 
Williamson ruled that Hicks’ Sixth Amend-
ment right to a speedy trial had been violated. 
Case law in state and federal Supreme Court 
rulings show that a delay of eight months can 
be a violation of a defendant's right to have 
their case come to court in a timely fashion.
	 Attorney	Cecelia	Arnold	filed	the	motion	to	
dismiss her client’s case, and Assistant District 
Attorney Dennis Bisnette didn’t contest the 

motion.
 “Good gracious,” the judge said upon learn-
ing the amount of time that had passed since 
Hicks was arrested and indicted.
 A Jones County grand jury indicted Hicks in 
July 2003, and as he stood before the judge, 
he still hadn’t been served. Because of that, 
details of the charges weren’t available. An 
indictment doesn’t become public record until 
a defendant is served with it, Deputy Circuit 
Clark Wanda Landrum explained, so not 
even the judge nor the attorneys were aware 
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By the Numbers
                                     Cases     Deaths
Mississippi ..... 290,874 .....6,553
Covington Co. .....2,461 ..........77
Forrest County ....7,048 ........135
Jasper County.....2,101 ..........42
Jones County ......7,825 ........142
Smith County .....1,510 ..........30
Wayne County ....2,499 ..........40
Numbers were last updated by the  

Miss. Department of Health on Feb. 21
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FAILURE TO SERVE

'GOOD GRACIOUS'
Felony case kicked 18 years after alleged crime

Well-known soccer ref's home burns
By Jack Hammett
reporter@leader-call.com

 Jerry and Marie Coleman were enjoying a 
restful Sunday watching TV when they smelled 
smoke	inside	their	house	on	the	first	block	of	
Daisy Drive in the Calhoun Community.
	 Before	long,	volunteer	fire	departments	
swarmed the street, attempting to extinguish 
the	flames	that	engulfed	their	home.
	 The	Jones	County	Fire	Council's	office	
reported that the couple found a smoking elec-
trical outlet in their dining room and quickly 
found	that	flames	were	on	the	other	side	of	that	
wall and in the attic space. The ceiling above 
their garage had been compromised, and one 
of	their	cars	reportedly	exploded	after	the	fire	
made contact.
 The Colemans escaped and dialed 911.
First-responders found that more than half 
the single-story brick home was engulfed. The 
house sustained major damage, but no injuries 
were reported and no pets were inside. The 
Colemans lost two vehicles.
 Calhoun, Hebron, Pleasant Ridge and Soso 
volunteer	fire	departments	responded	to	the	
scene at 2:45 p.m., and the Jones County Sher-
iff’s	Department	and	the	Jones	County	Fire	
Council’s	office	assisted.
 Jerry Coleman is a well-known soccer referee 
and coach whose children played ball at West 
Jones and in college. Marie is a teacher at West 
Jones Elementary School.Firefighters work to douse the flames at a home on Daisy Drive. (Photo by Jack Hammett)

Jones College’s expanded 'Sim-Lab' offers real-life medical experience

JC Radiologic Technology students Kinley Thornton of Piave, left, 
and Ashley Sumrall of Laurel are positioning the new, life-like man-
ikin like a real patient, for X-rays. (Photo by JC Media Relations)

By Teresa McCreery
JC Media Relations

 Practicing life-saving skills gives 
students majoring in several health-care 
professions at Jones College additional 
confidence	when	faced	with	real-life	
situations on the job. The two-year 
college’s Simulation Lab opened about 
10 years ago with grant money from a 
private donor to buy a few manikins. 
 Now, with additional Cares Act grant 
funds, the one-room Sim-Lab the EMT/
Paramedic and nursing students have 
used to practice various skills has nearly 
doubled. The newly expanded Health 
Care	Simulation	Center	offers	a	wide	
variety of training options for students 

and the community.
 “Because of COVID-19, our hospital 
clinic sites and ambulance services were 
not available to our students,” said Benji 
Sessums, JC’s Emergency Technology/
Paramedic Program director, Health 
and Human Services Division chair-
man and coordinator of the Simulation 
Center. “We had to do some shifting to 
coordinate students into lab settings, 
but we weren’t able to accommodate a 
large number of students. We renovated 
a storage area near the current lab and 
expanded the Sim-Lab.”
 The enlarged Health Care Simula-
tion Center had about $750,000 in 
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