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 A Jasper County woman who 
was accused of stealing credit 
cards from a co-worker’s car will 
get to keep on trucking because 

her indictment was served five 
years late.
 Rita Terrell, 39, was charged 
with auto burglary in 2014 after 
being accused of taking credit 
cards from a colleague’s vehi-
cle at Howard Industries. The 

case against her was dismissed 
because her Sixth Amendment 
right to a speedy trial was violat-
ed, Judge Dal Williamson ruled 
in Jones County Circuit Court on 
Thursday.
 Terrell is the latest of more 

than two dozen accused felons 
whose cases had to be dismissed 
over the last two years or so be-
cause their indictments weren’t 
served in a timely manner under 
then-Sheriff Alex Hodge’s ad-
ministration.
 Terrell, who is an over-the-
road truck driver, was not 

By Jack Hammett
reporter@leader-call.com

 An 18-year-old Paulding resident died 
Thursday after his car was cut in half after he 
reportedly crashed into construction machin-
ery on Interstate 59 near the South Laurel exit.
 At about 4:20 p.m., Daonte Trotter Jr. was 

merging from the northbound exit 93 on-
ramp in a white Ford Mustang when his car 
struck a piece of construction equipment, 
police said. It’s unclear how the car came to 
rest in two halves. Some of the teen’s be-
longings were scattered in the roadway as 
emergency crews cleared debris. He was pro-
nounced dead at the scene by Coroner Burl 

Hall.
 It was believed that Trotter had just fin-
ished his first day of work at Howard Indus-
tries, officials said.
 “In my 24 years doing this, I’ve never seen 
a wreck this bad,” said Laurel police Lt. Mi-
chael Reaves, who was at the scene.
 Multiple other crashes, including a pileup, 
have recently occurred around the construc-
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By the Numbers
                                     Cases     Deaths
Mississippi ....... 58,747 .....1,663
Covington Co. ........575 ..........11 
Forrest County ....1,564 ..........50
Jasper County........368 ........... 8
Jones County ......1,705 ..........57
Smith County ........367 ..........12
Wayne County .......729 ..........21
Numbers were last updated by the  Miss. 

Department of Health on July 30
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Would the

real racists

please 

stand up?

FAILURE TO SERVE

Case dismissed
Accused credit-card thief served indictment 5 years later
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Jasper teen dies in I-59 wreck

A pair of shoes sit off to the side, as emergency crews cleared debris from the scene. (Photo by Jack Hammett)

'I’ve never seen a wreck this bad'
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