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CAUGHT RED-HANDED
Residents hold suspect at gunpoint; man jailedloblolly • a2
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Jones County homeowners found their house ransacked, but held a 
would-be burglar at gunpoint until Jones County deputies arrived. 
(Photo submitted)

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A would-be burglar who was held 
at gunpoint by a resident who caught 
him red-handed is in jail … and he’s 
probably happy to be there.
 Destin Lewallen, 29, of Menden-
hall was charged with burglary of a 
dwelling and is being held in the Jones 
County Adult Detention Center. He 

was arrested just before 
noon Wednesday after 
homeowner Sabrina 
Guthrie came home 
from work at Big Creek 
Baptist Church and 
realized her home on 
Soso-Big Creek Road 
had been burglarized.

 “The door was wide open … and 
then I saw a cord in the driveway,” she 
said just a couple of hours after the 
incident. “I thought that was odd … I 
got scared when I saw that the TV was 
not in the living room.”
 She got back in her car and went to 
her fiancé Kevin Jefocat’s shop, about 
a minute away.
 Guthrie told him what was going on 
and he got employee Todd Jordan and 
a pistol and took off to the house. They 
were all back at the residence within 
five minutes, she said, but when they 
arrived, there was a white car in the 
driveway.
 Seconds later, they saw a man — lat-
er identified as Lewallen — carrying a 
TV from their house to his car. Jefcoat 
pointed the gun at the suspect and 
“yelled at him to get down and kicked 
him to the ground while I called 911,” 
Guthrie said.
 “(Lewallen) threw the TV in the 
bushes and started saying, ‘I’m sorry, 
I’m sorry,’” Guthrie said. “Kevin and 
Todd scared him. I mean, they really 
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Six-shooter
gets 10 years

in prison
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A Laurel man who shot at a wom-
an and tried to use a stolen credit 
card was ordered to spend the next 
decade in prison.
 Marcus Nixon, 30, was ordered to 
serve 10 years in the full-time cus-
tody of the Mississippi Department 
of Corrections after 
pleading guilty to 
attempted aggravated 
assault and attempted 
credit card fraud.
 Nixon admitted to 
firing six shots at a ve-
hicle as it drove away 
from the One Stop 
convenience store at 1016 Ellisville 
Blvd. in May 2018. The vehicle was 
driven by a woman Nixon “had a 
previous conflict with,” Assistant 
District Attorney Dennis Bisnette 
said. 
 Video surveillance showed Nixon 
walking to the vehicle, then taking a 
gun out of a bag and loading it, then 
firing as she sped away, Bisnette 
said. No bullets hit the woman or 
the vehicle.
 Store surveillance also shows 
Nixon at the ATM inside using a 
stolen credit card to try to withdraw 
$120 three times. He was unable to 
get any cash, so he threw the card 
and other items in the trash. The 
card had been stolen during an auto 
burglary the previous night, Bisnette 
said.
 With the two felony convictions on 
his record now, Judge Dal William-
son warned Nixon that he could be 
sentenced as a habitual offender if 
he gets another felony conviction. 
Defendants who are sentenced as 
habitual offenders have to serve 
their sentences day-for-day, with 
no chance for early release. Since 
one of Nixon’s crimes is violent, he 
could be sentenced to life in prison 
if he gets another felony conviction, 
Williamson warned.
  In addition to the prison time, 
Nixon was ordered to spend five 
years on post-release supervision un-
der MDOC, participate in the court’s 
community service program and pay 
$2,335 in court fees and fines.
 Nixon was facing a maximum 
penalty of 23 years in prison. He 
was represented by public defender 
John Piazza.

Nixon

Dogs, deputies, dispatchers
Constables in charge of justice court security, supervisors say
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 Constables are in charge of han-
dling security in justice court, and 
judges will need to tell them to 
show up when court is in session, 
the Jones County Board of Super-
visors said in their regular month-
ly meeting on Monday.

 Sheriff Alex Hodge had been 
providing security for the court in 
recent years.
 “It was coming out of my budget 
and we were taking a deputy off 
the road” to provide security in 
the courtroom, Hodge said, “but 
we just don’t have the staff for it 
now.”
 The sheriff is obligated, by stat-

ute, to provide security in circuit 
and chancery court, but not in 
justice court, Board of Supervi-
sors President Jerome Wyatt said. 
Constables, by statute, are charged 
with providing security in justice 
court, but they haven’t been be-
cause all three of them have other 
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