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Limited patient visitation at SCRMC
 South Central Region Medical 
Center has made revisions to 
its hospital visitation policy and 
the changes went into effect at 6 
a.m. Monday, said Chief Nursing 
Officer Beth Endom. Patient visi-
tation in the hospital will continue 
to be limited to those 18 or older 6 
a.m.-7:30 p.m., with the exception 
of the Intensive Care Unit, which 
will have its final visitation at 6 
p.m.
 As a result of recommendations 

from the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention and the World 
Health Organization, hospitals 
across the country placed their 
hospitals on lockdown in early to 
mid-March due to COVID-19, so 
no visitors were allowed. 
 Keeping families away from 
their loved ones who have been 
hospitalized has been among the 
most difficult experience of their 
professional careers, physicians 
and hospital staff said.

 “We know it has been a very dif-
ficult time for our patients, their 
family members and friends over 
the last few months,” Endom said. 
“Our hearts go out to them. It has 
also been a difficult time for our 
clinical team who has served as 
caregivers, counselors and family 
when our patient’s family mem-
bers could not be there by their 
side.” 
 Restrictions on hospital visita-
tion have eased, and hospital of-

ficials are revising their visitation 
policies to allow limited access to 
patient visitors. 
 “We look forward to having vis-
itors back in the hospital,” Endom 
said. “We know how important it 
is to have a friend or family mem-
ber close by when you are having 
a surgical procedure or are hos-
pitalized. Our new policy outlines 
the number of visitors allowed by 
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Babyface killer?

Camron Crosby

16-year-old charged with murder in Bay Springs

By the Numbers
                                     Cases   Deaths
Mississippi ....... 20,641 ........938
Covington Co. ........213 ........... 3 
Forrest County .......697 ..........41
Jasper County........203 ........... 4
Jones County .........910 ..........44
Smith County ........182 ..........11
Wayne County .......409 ........... 8
Numbers were last updated by the  Miss. 

Department of Health on June 16
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Johnson woman ejected in crash

A Johnson Community woman suffered what were described as serious injuries when she was eject-
ed after crashing her pickup near the 2000 block of Highway 29 South, near her home. Volunteers 
from Johnson, Ovett, South Jones and Moselle responded to the single-vehicle rollover just after 
11 a.m. Sunday.  The unrestrained driver of the Ford F250 — identified as Cindy Keyes McCraw — 
was traveling north on Highway 29 when she lost control of the truck and left the road, rolling the 
vehicle and striking a tree. She was ejected, according to officials on the scene. No other injuries 
were reported. The Mississippi Highway Patrol and Jones County Sheriff's Department also respond-
ed along with EMServ Ambulance Service. Traffic was slowed on Highway 29 for about an hour, as 
one lane was shut down to allow first-responders to render emergency medical care and ensure safe 
cleanup. A family member has since reported on Facebook that McCraw suffered a broken arm and 
needs surgery. (Photo by PIO Dana Bumgardner/Jones County Fire Council)

‘He died 
a hero’

Laurel man killed in 2018
fire earns Carnegie Medal
From staff reports

 A Laurel man who died trying to 
save his girlfriend’s baby in a fire 
is one of 15 people from across the 
country to be honored by the Carnegie 
Hero Fund Commission.
 Isiah Jamal Pierce, 
27, will posthumously 
receive the Carnegie 
Medal – the highest 
honor for civilian her-
oism in the U.S. and 
Canada – for risking 
and losing his life 
while trying to save 
girlfriend Marshauna 
Brownlow’s 1-year-old 
daughter Mahogany from a house fire 
on 1st Avenue a week before Christmas 
2018. 
 The following description of Pierce’s 
heroism is included in the press re-
lease about his award:
 Isiah Jamal Pierce and his partner 
were sleeping in their bedroom with 
her 1-year-old daughter, Mahogany 
R. Brownlow, when fire broke out 
in their Laurel, Miss., home during 
the night of Dec. 19, 2018. Waking, 
27-year-old Pierce, a poultry plant 
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Pierce

By Jack Hammett
reporter@leader-call.com

 A baby-faced Bay Springs teen-
ager is in custody charged with 
murder in the killing of a local 
18-year-old Saturday night.
 The Bay Springs Police Depart-
ment responded to a shooting 
report at an apartment complex 
— a state-funded housing complex 
— on West 4th Avenue. Camron 
Crosby, 16, was arrested the next 

day and is being charged with the 
murder of Alonzo Shelby, also from 
Bay Springs. A neighbor said the 
two young men were the only ones 
outside at about 6:20 p.m. when 
the shooting happened in a nearby 
front yard.
 Crosby is being held in the Jasper 
County Jail. His initial appear-
ance and bond have not been set; 
attempts to reach the Bay Springs 
Police Department were unsuccess-
ful.

 A person who knows the family 
spoke on the condition of anonym-
ity due to “division in the country 
right now” and said the suspected 
shooter was a good kid.
 “He wanted to be something and 
he wanted to make it,” the person 
said. “He was always a fighter, but 
nothing crazy. I feel like society let 
the boy down. His Facebook page 
shows rap videos that people from 
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