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 A Laurel man who recently got 
out of federal prison is back behind 
bars after being accused of shoot-
ing another man a week ago, Chief 
Tommy Cox of the Laurel Police 
Department said.
 Jonas Antonio Windham, 37, was 
charged with aggravated assault 
after LPD officers executed a search 
warrant at his home on North 3rd 
Avenue early Tuesday morning. He 
was arrested without incident, Cox 
said, and Laurel Municipal Court 
Judge Kyle Robertson set his bond 
at $75,000.
 Windham “was developed as a 

suspect” in the shooting of another 
man in the 1200 block of North 4th 
Avenue last Thursday. Investigator 
Michelle Howell is working the 
case. The victim, who was not iden-
tified, was taken to South Central 
Regional Medical Center for treat-
ment and has since been released. 
Sources say that he was shot in the 
buttocks region. There was no word 
on what led to the shooting.
 Windham, who has been in 
trouble with local law enforcement 
for 20 years or so, had recently 
been released from federal prison 
on a drug conviction and was on 
federal probation. Ex-convicts are 
not supposed to have firearms. It’s 
not known if any were found in his 

residence after the search warrant 
was executed.
 “We’re working with the federal 
authorities,” Cox said.
 Anyone with information about 
this or any other case is encouraged 
to call the LPD at 601-399-4440 or 
Crime Stoppers at 601-428-7867.  
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 The Downtown Laurel 
Farmers’ Market is sched-
uled for today (Thursday) on 
North Magnolia Street from 
5-8 p.m. There will be live 
entertainment by DJ "Bam-
bam" Belonge on the main 
stage starting at 5 p.m. and 
the movie “Spider-Man: Into 
the Spider-Verse” will play 
on The Backlot from 8-10:30 
p.m. Next week's market will 
be the season's last.
 The farmers’ market in 
downtown Ellisville will be 
9 a.m.-noon this and every 
Saturday through June 
at Front and Jessamine 
streets.

SHOOTING 

SUSPECT IN 

LPD CUSTODY

Sgt. Joe Berlin of the Laurel Police 
Department takes Jonas Wind-
ham into custody at his residence 
on North 3rd Avenue at 6:30 a.m. 
Tuesday. (Photo submitted)
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By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 C Spire has the green light to come 
in and offer its cable TV services to 
Comcast customers in the county, 
the Jones County Board of Supervi-
sors said in Monday’s meeting.
 “(C Spire) wants to offer tele-
communications and (fiber-based) 
internet in the county to compete 
with Comcast,” Chief Administra-
tive Officer Danielle Ashley told the 
board.
 Supervisors agreed unanimously 
to grant C Spire’s request to start of-
fering fiber-based internet to people 
in the county.
 The county is the franchising au-
thority, which means the board has 
to allow providers to come in and 
offer internet and cable services, but 
the board does not have the author-
ity to direct them where to locate, 
Ashley explained.
 Supervisor Barry Saul asked for a 
stipulation in the agreement stating 
that C Spire officials would provide 
written notice to County Engineer 
Ronnie Clark and the supervisors 
before doing any installation work, 
and the board agreed.
 “It will be good for the people who 
don’t have any (internet service) 
and for those who do,” Ashley said, 
referring to Comcast now having 
competition.
 C Spire TV was rated by the cable 
TV industry as the “best television 
technology product” in the coun-
try, according to its Net Promoter 
Score. It provides cable TV features 
through apps that run popular 
streaming services such as Amazon 
Fire TV, Android TV and Apple TV. 
That eliminates the need for every 
TV in the house to have a set-top 
box, according to a press release 
from C Spire.
 C Spire was ahead of Comcast 
(ISPs and cable TV), Verizon and 
AT&T (wireless) on overall customer 
experience and NPS scores, with an 
overall 57, double the industry aver-
age, according to the press release. 
To learn more, go to www.cspire.
com.
 In other business, the board 
agreed to allow Powers Volunteer 
Fire Department to get bids for three 
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Father, daughter escape
‘intense blaze’ in Powers

 A father and daughter barely 
escaped a burning home in the 
Powers Community after midnight 
on Tuesday.
 Homeowner Robert Easterling 
went out a window and Christy 
Gomillion went out the carport 
door “with seconds to spare” after 
the fire erupted, Powers Fire & 
Rescue volunteers said.

 Firefighters responded to the 
911 call to 6 Oakwood Dr., at 1:23 
a.m., and when they arrived, the 
home was engulfed in flames in 
what was described as an “intense 
blaze.”
 Units from the Jones County 
Sheriff’s Department and Missis-
sippi Power Co. also responded 
to the fire. Fire units were on the 

scene until 4 a.m.
 No injuries were reported by 
the residents or firefighters. The 
American Red Cross will be work-
ing to assist the displaced resi-
dents with emergency needs.
 During the fire, Powers volun-
teers and EMServ Ambulance 
had to break away to respond to a 
separate medical call.

Man leaps through window 'with seconds to spare'
Powers firefighters battled a big blaze at 6 Oakwood Dr., after 1 a.m. Tuesday. (Photo by Powers Fire & Rescue)


