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 Two teenagers were 
injured, one seriously, when 
the ATV they were on was 
struck by an SUV early 
Sunday night on Highway 
15 North.
 Tessa King, 18, was trans-
ported to Forrest General 
with what were described as 
“serious injuries” after fire-
fighters from Shady Grove 
Volunteer Fire Department 
responded and found her 
lying in a ditch alongside 
the highway, just north of 
Trace Road. She had been 
on a three-wheeler with an 
unidentified 18-year-old 
boy, according to reports.
 King is the older sister of 
Nathan Key, who was killed 
in December 2009, when 
he was 5, after being struck 
by an SUV as he got off a 
school bus in front of his 
home on Houston Road.
 King is expected to sur-
vive, but sources said she 
suffered a broken back, a 
head injury and facial frac-
tures, among other injuries. 
She is expected to recover, 
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1800: Spain cedes the territory 
of Louisiana back to France. 
Later the property would be 
purchased by the U.S., effec-
tively doubling its size.  
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Collision course
Laurel blasts Braves,

West thumps Ole Brook

as region heavyweights

stay on course for showdown
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I thought, ‘You’re 
going to die here today’

Norman

Local performer says he was ‘set up’ by ex-girlfriend, beaten by her stepfather
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A Jones County woman and her stepfather 
are out of jail on bond after being accused 
of kidnapping and beating the father of her 
child.
 J.T. Norman thought he was just getting a 
ride to work from his girlfriend on Sept. 17, 

his 27th birthday. She picked him up at their 
residence on Oakey Woods Lane, in the Oak 
Bowery Community, but instead of heading 
toward his place of employment, WDAM, she 
turned toward Covington County on High-
way 588.
 “I asked her where she was heading and 
she informed me that she was not taking me 
to work but instead was taking me to her 

stepfather Kenneth Eddy’s house,” Norman 
said.
 He told her to stop the car and let him out, 
and when she continued to “speed toward 
Kenneth’s house,” Norman shifted the car 
into “neutral.” Stevens “continued to yell and 
strike me,” but when the car came to a stop, 
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Arsonist gets burned,
sentenced to five years

Candace Dean goes before the judge in Jones County Circuit Court. 
(Photo by Mark Thornton)See ARSON on A8

By Mark Thornton
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 A Memphis woman who tried to burn 
down the Laurel house she was kicked 
out of won’t have to worry about where 
she’ll rest her head for the next few years.
 Candace Lyndrea Dean, 44, was or-
dered to serve five years in prison after re-
luctantly pleading guilty in Jones County 
Circuit Court to arson.
 She used mosquito spray and a ciga-
rette lighter to burn the home of Vincent 
Pruitt at 912 South 9th Ave., first trying a 
door unsuccessfully before lighting up the 
vinyl siding, Assistant District Attorney 
Dennis Bisnette said. 
 Dean first said that those facts were 
“not true,” and Judge Dal Williamson said 
he couldn’t accept the plea agreement 
and the case would have to go to trial. 
But after a short, tearful meeting with 
attorney Leslie Roussell, Dean said that 
she wanted to go forward with the plea.
 The judge then asked her directly if she 
set fire to Pruitt’s house.
 “Yes, sir,” she said softly, choking back 
tears.
 Pruitt was able to contain the fire with 
a garden hose before the Laurel Fire 
Department arrived. Dean was quickly 
developed as a suspect since she had 
recently been kicked out of the house and 
the state fire marshal handled the investi-
gation, Bisnette said.
 Dean served time in prison in Tennes-
see after pleading guilty to second-degree 
murder before her Jones County case 
came to court. The jail’s website lists her 
address as Memphis.
 When the judge asked her about the 
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Teens hurt in
ATV-vs.-SUV
crash on 15N

Sister of Nathan Key 
suffers 'severe injuries'


