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 Joe Berlin will not attend a forum for candi-
dates for Jones County sheriff, citing the fact that 
the political event was being hosted in a place of 
worship.
 “I don’t feel comfortable with it being in a 
church,” Berlin said. “I just don’t think it’s right.”
 Berlin, an Independent, initially agreed to 
participate in the forum with Republican candi-
date Macon Davis at Bethlehem Baptist Church 
tonight (Thursday), but didn’t realize it would be 
in the sanctuary, he said.
 “I was burdened with it, so I prayed about it 
and talked to my pastor … and I decided not to 

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 One Laurel man was hospital-
ized and another was jailed after 
a beating with a baseball bat on 
1st Avenue earli-
er this month.
 Dwayne 
Wilson, 35, was 
charged with ag-
gravated assault 
and released after 
posting $50,000 
bond after turning 
himself in at the Laurel Police 
Department last week.
 The victim, a black man in his 
40s who wasn’t identified, was 
transported by EMServ Ambu-
lance to South Central Regional 
Medical Center then transferred 

to University Medical Center in 
Jackson, Chief Tommy Cox of 
the LPD said. 
 “He was suffering from several 
serious wounds,” Cox said.
 The victim was not conscious 
when police and medical per-
sonnel arrived at the scene, at 
1st Avenue and 11th Street just 
before 9 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 
5. He had head wounds, facial 
fractures, broken arms and bro-
ken ribs, among other injuries, 
but he has since been released 
from the hospital, Cox said.
 Wilson was developed as a 
suspect by Investigators Mi-
chelle Howell and Stephen Grae-
sar, and he turned himself in at 
the LPD. There could be other 

By Sean Murphy
murph@leader-call.com

 Laurel and West Jones high schools 
have combined to win each of the first 
six Laurel Leader-Call Battle for the Belt 
championships, with Laurel having won 
five of those matchups.
 The coveted prize will 
be presented on Friday 
night. Will Laurel hold 
on to the belt for the 
second straight year? 
Will West Jones defend 
its home turf and stamp its name to the 
championship belt?
 The victory also will give the winner the 
leg up in the race for the region champi-
onship as both of these clubs are, without 
question, the best in the region.
 Ask the players, though, and they’d 
likely tell you that the belt game is more 
special. It crowns the champion of foot-
ball-rich Jones County. It was the brain-
child of Guru Nichols, former sports 
editor of the Leader-Call.
 He watched the Stringer-Bay Springs 
game in 2012 as those two schools played 
in the Battle for the Bell. He then devised 
a plan for Jones County schools to play for 
a championship belt.
 He had an actual championship belt 
made and, with help from our friends 
at Mickey’s Trophy and Sign Shop on 
Front Street, is it one of the most coveted 
trophies any school in Jones County can 
receive. Laurel won the belt from 2013-
16, before West Jones snagged the belt in 
2017. It was a short stay in Soso, though, 
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Laurel QB Xavier Evans will try to lead the Tornadoes to their second 
straight Leader-Call Battle for the Belt title. (Photo by Brad Crowe)

It all comes down to this

Beating with bat puts
one in hospital, one in jail

Wilson

See BAT on A5

Joe a no-go
for sheriffs’

forum tonight

Berlin

Davis

Davis will be at Bethlehem Baptist


