
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 An Ohio woman who is accused of 
killing her son in a Laurel hotel room 
is in custody in New Orleans awaiting 
extradition proceedings to be returned 
to Jones County.
 Latina Marie Oates, 33, of Columbus 
will be charged with first-degree murder 

in the death of her 11-year-old son Josh. 
His body was discovered in the bath-
room of a third-floor room of the Hamp-
ton Inn on Jefferson Street just before 
noon on Tuesday.
 “Just a bad scene,” Chief Tommy Cox 
of the Laurel Police Department said 
when asked about the cause of death. 
The body was sent to the state crime 
lab and was expected to undergo an 

autopsy today, he said. There are uncon-
firmed reports that the boy was shot and 
stabbed.
 Law enforcement officials quickly 
turned their attention toward find-
ing Oates and two other sons she was 
traveling with — Mark, 9 and Justin, 6, 
in a white Toyota Camry with an Ohio 

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A Laurel man who is accused of 
shooting at a Sandersville po-
lice officer during a high-speed, 
multi-county pursuit is no stranger 
to law enforcement nor the judicial 
system.
 Moses Paul Taylor, 37, was 
charged with aggravated assault on 
a police officer, felony fleeing and 
being a felon in possession of a fire-
arm after firing a 20-gauge shotgun 
at Deputy Chief Shane Barlow as he 

gave chase up Highway 11 in Jasper 
County. The pursuit ended with a 
crash and capture of the suspect in 
Clarke County with no one being 
hurt.
 Taylor was facing only a couple 
of traffic offenses when Barlow 
attempted to pull him over as he 
drove through the town. The officer 
had received a call about the white 
SUV headed that way, driving reck-
lessly at a high rate of speed.
 “He actually started to pull over, 
but then it turned into a pursuit,” 
Barlow said.

 The chase con-
tinued into Jasper 
County, and that’s 

when Barlow saw 
the barrel of a 
shotgun pointed 
out the driv-
er’s-side window 
of the speeding 
SUV.
 “He fired and 
I backed off,” Barlow said. “It 
shocked me. I didn’t expect that.” 
 Barlow, who has been in law 

enforcement since 2003 and at 
SPD for six years, said it was the 
first time a suspect has ever fired 
a weapon at him. He continued 
with the pursuit and was joined by 
Jasper County deputies and Heidel-
berg police.
 “We were going between 90 and 
100 (mph) the whole way,” Barlow 
said, adding that there were no 
wrecks. “He just wasn’t going to 
stop.”
 The suspect hit spike strips in 
Clarke County and continued to run 
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To our readers: 
 As a public service, 
the Leader-Call is mak-
ing all of its COVID-19 
online coverage free of 
charge. Visit
leader-call.com and 
click on the special 
Coronavirus graphic to 
access a comprehensive 
look at how to best pro-
tect yourselves and your 
family from this virus.
 In addition, during this 
time of social distancing, 
please remember you 
can always call in your 
subscription over the 
phone. There is no extra 
charge to use a debit/
credit card to pay your 
bill. Our office number is 
601-649-9388.
 Renewal cards will be 
going out at the end of 
the week, so we want-
ed to let you know this 
information for your con-
venience. You are also 
welcome to continue 
mailing your payments 
to our office at 318 N. 
Magnolia St., Laurel, MS, 
39440. 

Shots fired at SPD officer, chase ends in crash, arrest

Taylor

Suspect was released from prison early, drew ire of judge

A hand-washing station near The Loft in downtown Laurel. (Photo by Jack Hammett)

Boy, 11, killed in hotel room
Mother caught in New Orleans, charged with murder; other sons OK

Oates See MURDER on A9

Laurel goes on offensive
Mayor’s message on COVID-19:

Protect the people and local economy
By Mayor Johnny Magee
City of Laurel

 As the situation regarding the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) continues to evolve, the City of 
Laurel’s No. 1 priority is the well-being and 
safety of its citizens. We are actively monitoring 
the spread of COVID-19 under the guidance of 
the Centers for Disease Control, the Mississip-
pi Department of Health and our local health 
authorities.  
 Our first-responders have been briefed on 
the symptoms of the virus and have imple-
mented best practices on safeguarding all 
citizens from being affected by COVID-19. 
 The city has increased the frequency of our 
already stringent cleaning procedures at high 
touch point areas in city facilities. Additionally, 
the city has installed two hand-washing stations 
on downtown sidewalks at high-traffic points 
to encourage visitors and residents to practice 
frequent and thorough handwashing as they do 
business downtown. The stations are located 
in front of Pearl’s Diner at the intersection of 
Magnolia Street and Oak Street and on Central 
Avenue between The Loft and Extreme Nutrition.
 Municipal court is suspended until April 1.
 All City of Laurel recreational facilities are 
closed for the next two weeks, at which time we 
will make a determination on future availabil-
ity. This includes the Cameron Center, Laurel 
Train Depot, L.T. Ellis Center and Natatorium. 
Event rental deposits will be refunded. 
 City parks remain open. 
 City offices where public business is conduct-

See MAGEE on A2


