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BY THE NUMBERS
                                     Cases   Deaths
Mississippi .......... 26,567 ......1,059
Covington Co. .......... 269 .............5 
Forrest County ......... 786 ...........42
Jasper County .......... 239 .............6
Jones County ........ 1,033 ...........49
Smith County .......... 203 ...........11
Wayne County ......... 509 ...........10
As of June 28; from MIss. Department of 

Health
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By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 The home of an accused child 
molester went up in flames early 
Friday, a week after Jones Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department officials 
found a little methamphetamine 
and a lot of filth inside.
 Nobody was at the home of 
50-year-old Granville Clark, 580 
Sellers Road in Moselle, when the 
call for the fire went out at 1:20 
a.m., said JCSD arson investiga-
tor Sgt. J.D. Carter.
 “It’s under investigation, but 
it doesn’t appear to be arson,” 
Carter said. “There were no signs 
of accelerants being used.”
 Carter said he intended to 
return to the scene on Monday 
so he could do a more thorough 
investigation. It was still too hot 
to go in on the morning of the fire 
after volunteer firefighters from 
Moselle and the surrounding 
areas extinguished the flames, 
he said. A charred vehicle sat in 
the carport and a back portion of 
the cinder-block home was still 
smoldering on Sunday afternoon.
 “Someone who had been in the 
residence said they left three can-
dles burning in the living room,” 
Carter said. “It’s not suspicious, 
but we are going to look into it, 
just to be sure.”
 Clark was charged with posses-
sion of methamphetamine and 
possession of paraphernalia after 
JCSD and DEA agents raided the 
residence just before daylight the 
previous Thursday. Sheriff Joe 
Berlin said that neighbors had 
complained about suspicious 
activity and the condition of the 
residence, which was littered 
with trash on the outside and 
even worse inside, those who 
executed the search warrant said.
 Several veteran officers de-
scribed the squalor as “the worst 
I’ve ever seen.” A toddler and 
“very pregnant woman” who’s on 
probation were in a bed that was 
covered in “dog poop,” as was the 
suspect. Roaches, rats and feces 
were all over the living area of the 
maze-like home, they said. Child 

TEENS INJURED IN ATV CRASH
By Brad Crowe
sports@leader-call.com
 Three teens were on an ATV 
that crashed with a car in Hebron 
on Friday afternoon, and two of 
them were hospitalized after being 
airlifted, first-responders said.
 Witnesses said three young men 
on an ATV turned onto Summer-
land Road and collided with a 
tan-colored Chevy Impala that 
was headed south on Quit Graves 

Road around 3:30 that day.
 Aboard the ATV were 17-year-
old Detorurean Crosby, 16-year-
old Devin Neal and 19-year-old 
Rondell Jones, all of Soso. 
Crosby and Jones are both recent 
graduates of West Jones High 
School, and Neal will be a senior 
at WJHS during this school year.
The driver of the Chevrolet Im-
pala was identified as 57-year-old 
Lee Pickering and his passenger 

was 66-year-old Bobby Page. 
Both were tended to by emer-
gency medical responders but 
suffered no serious injuries.
 Gerald Moody of the Hebron 
Volunteer Fire Department was 
the first to arrive on the scene. 
Crosby and Neal were found in-
jured and transported by heli-
copter to South Central Region-
al Medical Center in Laurel. 
Neal was later transferred to 

Jackson for immediate surgery, 
having suffered several broken 
bones, including a fractured 
skull and ribs, along with 
bruising on the brain and one 
of his lungs.
 “When I arrived on the scene, 
we had one gentleman (Neal) 
lying in the middle of the road 
on his back, we had another 
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STATE FLAG 
SHOT DOWN

Members of the Jones County 
Rosin Heels, Camp 227, Sons 
of Confederate Veterans, 
at a Confederate Memorial 
Day ceremony at the Jones 
County courthouse in Ellisville 
last May. (File photo by Mark 
Thornton)

An ignorant

display of

cowardice

See PARRISH on A9

J. Ronald Parrish

  I read with a combina-
tion of disgust 
and disap-
pointment 
the article in 
the Laurel 
Leader-Call 
concerning 
the mayor 
"choking 
back tears" 
as he, flanked 
by wealthy businessman 
Jimmy Walker of Laurel 
Ford (hope you never 
buy a vehicle there again 
— they sell them nearby 
also), publicly signed an 
executive order removing 
the flag of the State of 
Mississippi from property 
of the City of Laurel.  
 Apparently, oaths 
that you take to enforce 
the laws of the State of 
Mississippi don't mean 
a thing unless you agree 
with them. Just sign an 
executive order doing 
away with them if you 
disagree. Votes of the peo-
ple be damned. I am sure 
that the most despicable 
despots in history, includ-
ing Adolph Hitler, would 
be proud of Mayor Magee 
and Mr. Walker. Rule by 
executive order.
     It might help if these 
ignoramuses read the 
state law designing the 
state flag (probably not). 
Let's take a look: Section 
3-6-16 of the Mississippi 
Code says, “The state flag 
of Mississippi shall have 
the following design: ... 

Nine-person commission will develop new 
design for voters to decide on in November

 Legislators voted on Sunday to 
remove the Mississippi state flag, the 
last in the nation featuring the Con-
federate battle emblem, more than 
126 years after it was adopted.
 The House and Senate passed a 
bill on Sunday that will immediately 
remove the state flag, and Gov. Tate 
Reeves said he would sign the bill into 
law. A nine-person commission will 
be appointed to develop a single new 
design by September, and Mississip-
pi voters will approve or reject that 
design on the November ballot. In the 

meantime, Mississippi will have no 
official state flag.
 The historic vote brought tears to 
the eyes of many lawmakers. Cheers 
echoed in the halls of the Capitol 
shortly after the final votes were cast, 
and many Mississippians who visited 
the building to witness the moment 
openly wept.
 “We are better today than we were 
yesterday,” said Speaker of the House 
Philip Gunn, who authored the bill 

See FLAG on A3

MISSING 
PEACE

today in history

• 

1860 Famous debate on Charles Darwin's 
theory of evolution at the Oxford University 
Museum and dominated by arguments 
between Thomas Henry Huxley and Bishop 
Samuel Wilberforce.

1908 A giant fireball, most likely caused by 
the air burst of a large meteoroid or comet, 
flattens 80 million trees near the Stony 
Tunguska River in Yeniseysk Governorate, 
Russia, in the largest impact event in record-
ed history.


