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 Kaileigh Schmidt is safe, “not kidnapped” and 
isn’t represented by out-of-state attorneys. She 

said so herself.
    Amid public rumors that 
she was missing after being 
released from jail, 20-year-
old Schmidt, who once faced 
charges over publishing 
racially charged texts she 
said were from her parents, 
appeared in a video Thurs-
day apologizing to the Jones 
County Sheriff’s Department 
and her family.
    “Today is June 25, and 
I just wanted to put some 

rumors to rest that I’ve been hearing,” the Petal 
woman said in the video. “First off, when I 
originally made the post, I had no intentions of 
it getting this far, I had no intentions of harming 
anybody.”
 Schmidt said in the video that she stayed quiet 
and hidden over the past two weeks after her 
posts and news of her arrest — which some have 
called unconstitutional — circulated internation-
ally. Her family received death threats when she 
alleged she received racist messages from her 
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• Howell LaFroy Adkins
• Hope K. Fagan
• Barbara Alice Knight Holifield
• Perry Lamar Johnson Sr.
• Corine Denise Lofton
• Carl McFarland
• Mattie Lee Peters
• Carolyn Pruitt-Jenkins
• Paul Marshall Samora
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By the Numbers
                                     Cases   Deaths
Mississippi ....... 24,906 ........160
Covington Co. ........256 ........... 5
Forrest County .......767 ..........42
Jasper County........221 ........... 6
Jones County .........998 ..........48
Smith County ........202 ..........11
Wayne County .......462 ..........10
As of June 25; From Miss. Dept. of Health
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Art of Healing canceled; online auction to start Wednesday
From staff reports

 South Central Regional Medical Center's 
annual Art of Healing extravaganza has been 
canceled due to COVID-19. However, an online 
auction will begin Wednesday morning.
 Hospital officials said even though the in-per-
son event had been canceled, that more money 
will be raised for the South Central Health Care 
Foundation because anyone can participate.
 "The auction will be expanded online to all 

who want to participate. But most of all, our 
funds will increase, because the Art of Healing 
sponsors have been so gracious to contribute 
their sponsorship contributions toward the 

auction," hospital officials wrote in an email.
  All proceeds will go to the South Central 
Health Care Foundation to fund community 
health initiatives in Jones County, MS through-
out the year. Lives have been saved as a result 
of the community health events funded by the 
Art of Healing in years past.
 The online auction will feature acrylic paint-
ing, hand-made jewelry, pottery, watercolor 
paintings, a hand-carved knife, stained glass, 
event tickets, art classes and more.

 “The Art of Healing, held each year in March, 
has become one of the most anticipated events 
in the community with more than 400 individ-
uals attending each year," said Becky Collins, 
executive director of the South Central Health 
Care Foundation. "Over the last few years, the 
event has featured an online auction through 
Greater Giving, which allows participants to bid 
on items on their iPhone or iPad while they so-

The Art of Healing auction will begin 
Wednesday, July 8, at 8 a.m. and end 

Saturday, July 11, at 5 p.m. To 
participate, visit scrmc.com and 
click on Art of Healing Auction

See SCRMC on A2

CHILLING CONFESSION
Murder suspect says he considered shooting LPD officer
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The scene 
of the crash 

where a 
multi-agency 

high-speed 
chase came 

to an end on 
Highway 45 

in Lauderdale 
County. 
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Ala. escapee caught 
after high-speed chase
From staff reports

 An Alabama escapee led 
law enforcement on a multi-
state, multi-agency high-
speed chase before crashing 
and being captured near 
Meridian on Thursday after-
noon, Wayne County Sheriff 
Jody Ashley reported.
 Daniel Cole Sikes, 20, 
“squeezed through a gate” in the outdoor rec-
reational area of the Washington County Jail in 
Chatham, Ala., stole a Mitsubishi car across the 

Sikes

See CHASE on A8

Benge

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 An early-morning traffic stop in 
Laurel led to the capture of a Lamar 
County capital murder suspect and 
provided a sobering reminder of the 
danger police officers face and how 
their training and tactics pay off.
 Michael Benge, 38, of Hattiesburg 

was sitting on a stolen 9mm handgun 
that may have been a murder weap-
on when Officer Macon Davis of the 
Laurel Police Department pulled over 
the car he was in just before 2:45 a.m. 
Tuesday, Chief Tommy Cox said.
 It was later learned that the gun 
was stolen and Benge was wanted 
for murder in the shooting death of a 
Louisiana man, Cox said. An officer 

escorting the suspect from his initial 
court appearance on the gun charge 
in Laurel asked if he thought about 
shooting the officer.
 “(Benge) said he considered it,” 
Cox said, “but because of the way the 
officer was positioned and because he 
saw the backup officer arrive on scene, 
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