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today in history
1934: A severe two-day dust 

storm strips the topsoil from 

the great plains of the U.S. and 

creates a “Dust Bowl.” The 

storm is one of many.

1967: The siege of Khe Sanh 

ends.

1997: Garry Kasparov, world 

chess champion, loses his first 
ever multi-game match. He 

loses to IBM’s chess comput-

er Deep Blue. It is the first 
time a computer has beaten a 

world-champion player.
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Another felony suspect has case

TOSSED
OUT

Failure to Serve

Fleeing suspect with criminal history gets birthday present,
has case dismissed because sheriff never served indictment

See FAILURE on A8

Christo-
pher Wayne 
Anderson 
with public 
defend-
er Patrick 
Pacific listen 
to Judge Dal 
Williamson in 
Jones County 
Circuit Court 
in Ellisville 
on Monday. 
(Photo by 
Mark 
Thornton)

DOMINATION
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West Jones mows down

PRC in series opener;

Stringer uses long ball

to thump Hamilton

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 Christopher Wayne An-
derson got an early birthday 
present in court this week — A 
Get Out of Jail Early card.
 Anderson, who turned 44 on 
Thursday, is at least the 15th 
accused felon this year whose 
case was dismissed from Jones 
County Circuit Court because 
the sheriff’s department failed 
to serve his indictment in a 
timely manner.
 Almost 10 years to the day 
since he was indicted for felony 
fleeing by the Jones County 
grand jury, Anderson was in 
court in Ellisville with public 
defender Patrick Pacific on 
Monday afternoon.
 Pacific filed a motion to 
dismiss the charge because his 
client’s Sixth Amendment right 
to a speedy trial was violated. 
Judge Dal Williamson granted 
the motion, noting again that 
the Supreme Court has ruled 
that a delay of eight months or 

Freshmen
suspended

for bus brawl
on Facebook

Girl started it, 
boy overreacted, 
officials conclude
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 Two West Jones freshmen — a 
boy and a girl — have been sus-
pended for getting in a fist-fight 
on a school bus on Wednesday 
afternoon, Superintendent Tom-
my Parker of the Jones County 
School District said.
 A cellphone video of part of the 
fight was circulated on social me-
dia, showing the boy punching 
the girl while they were standing 
up and then more punches when 
he got on top of her, as she kicked 
him.
 “It looked terrible,” Parker said 
of the video that was posted on 
Facebook but was later disabled.
 But video that was taken on 
the bus showed that the girl may 
have had a hand in starting the 
fight, said school officials who 
reviewed the tape and reported 
to Parker.
 “The video from the bus 
showed a lot more of what 
caused the altercation,” Parker 
said.
 There were some reports that 
the girl was picking on a smaller 
child and the boy was defending 
her. Parker didn’t get into the 
particulars of the investigation.
 Mike Moore, who is the West 
Jones principal for the ninth 
and 10th grade, and other WJ 
administrators and WJ School 
Resource Officer Phil Maskew 
reviewed the video, Parker said.
 The conclusion that school 
officials reached was that the 
girl initiated the fight, but the 
boy’s reaction went way beyond 
self-defense.
 Each student is suspended for 
five days and they will be banned 
from riding the bus for the rest of 
the school year, which ends May 
23. That will be the extent of the 
school’s disciplinary measures, 
Parker said. The parents can still 

2 charged with statutory rape
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A Jasper County man 
and an Ellisville teenager 
are both facing charges for 
having sex with underage 
girls.
 Michael Le’Marcus Duck-
sworth, 25, is accused of 
having sex with a 14-year-
old girl in the Bay Springs 

area, Sher-
iff Randy 
Johnson 
reported. He 
was arrested 
on Thursday 
and is in 
the Jasper 
County Jail.
 In a sep-
arate case, 18-year-old 
Jaylen Clark is accused 

of having 
sex with a 
13-year-old 
girl, Investi-
gator Scott 
Wuertz of 
the Ellis-
ville Police 
Department 
reported. A 

rape kit confirmed that “in-
tercourse happened,” and 

it’s been sent to the state 
crime lab for processing, 
Wuertz said.
 Clark was arrested 
Thursday afternoon and 
was out  of the Jones Coun-
ty Adult Detention Center 
in a few hours after posting 
$5,000 bond, according to 
the jail website.
 The age of consent in 
Mississippi is 16.

Ducksworth Clark
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• Michael Glenn Carter

• Rayford Randolph Dearman 

• Betty Jean Maxcey

• Princeton J. Moody

• Larry Newton Moore

• Earl  Owens
• Trudie Mae Clark Parker

• Michael D. Ross


