
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A 71-year-old Glade man is 
behind bars after being accused of 
touching a teenage family member 
inappropriately.
 Jerry Tolbert was 
taken into custody 
on Tuesday morning 
and booked into the 
Jones County Adult 
Detention Center on 
a charge of touching 
a child for lustful 
purposes.
 A family member of his accuser 
filed a report with the Jones County 
Sheriff’s Department to launch the 
investigation, said Sgt. J.D. Carter 
of the JCSD. After getting enough 
evidence to proceed, a warrant 
was issued for Tolbert’s arrest and 
he was picked up at his residence. 
His accuser is a teenage girl who is 
related to him, Carter said.
 Tolbert was set to make his initial 
appearance in Jones County Justice 
Court on Wednesday afternoon.
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• Frances Louise Boutwell
• Trinity Jolynn Bush
• Danyelle Deshay Crosby
• Linda B. Drennan
• Gloria LaRue Gaugler
• John F. Martin
• Bobby Joe Page
• Barbara Ann Pruitt
• Elizabeth Ann Rogers
• Frank Calvin Therrell
• Rev. Calvin K. Triplett
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ComegysWoes continue for Beat 5 supervisor’s office

‘Miracle’ on
the highway

Toddler 
tests

positive
for meth,

mom jailed
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A Jones County woman whose 
toddler tested positive for meth-
amphetamine is in 
jail facing a felony 
charge.
 Lindsey Smith, 26, 
was charged with 
felony child abuse 
and arrested at her 
residence on Clark 
Cemetery Road in 
the Myrick Commu-
nity. She was booked 
into the Jones County Adult Deten-
tion Center on Monday morning. 
She made her initial appearance 
in Jones County Justice Court that 
afternoon and Judge David Lyons 
set her bond at $5,000.
 An anonymous tip to Child 
Protective Services led to the 
15-month-old child being tested for 
meth, and a hair-follicle test turned 
out positive, said Investigator J.D. 
Carter of the Jones County Sheriff’s 
Department.
 CPS then referred the case to the 
JCSD, which proceeded to pursue 
the criminal charge.
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By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A Jones County supervisor was charged with 
embezzlement, and a state official from Jones 
County sent a strong message to him and every 
other public official in Mississippi.
 “Using taxpayer resources or property for your 

personal benefit is not allowed,” said state Au-
ditor Shad White of Sandersville. “This message 
should be clear to every elected official in the 
state by now.”
 Beat 5 Supervisor Travares Comegys is the 
latest official to face criminal charges after an 
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Tolbert

A car driven by Shanna Culpepper of Petal that crashed into a drainage ditch off Interstate 59 near 
the south Ellisville exit was discovered by a pedestrian on Monday evening. (Submitted photo)
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Wheelchair-bound man, dog

die in Ellisville fire

Petal woman found 3 days after crashing into culvert
By Cam Bonelli
reporter@leader-call.com

 Stranded in a drainage ditch for 
three days after crashing her 2017 
Honda Accord off of Interstate 
59, it’s nothing short of a miracle 
that one Petal woman survived 
after sustaining serious injuries.
 However, with the help of a 
man walking the interstate who 
happened by and discovered 
the crashed vehicle, emergency 
crews responded to the scene 
and airlifted the crash victim to 
an area hospital Monday eve-
ning.

 Shanna Culpepper, 31, of Petal 
was driving north on Interstate 
59 when she lost control and 
crashed into a concrete culvert 
near the Highway 588 bypass in 
Ellisville (exit 85) days earlier. 
She was stuck in the vehicle, 
which was not visible from the 
highway because of dense vege-
tation covering the vehicle.  
 On Monday evening at about 
5:20, an unidentified man 
walking along the highway 
heard Culpepper scream and 
saw a tiny light flashing. When 
he looked around, he discov-
ered her in the vehicle off the 

roadway and stuck in a drainage 
canal. 
 Sources with knowledge of the 
case said she was able to crawl 
out of the vehicle and up the 
embankment for a short dis-
tance, despite suffering serious 
injuries. The man who found 
the woman was able to flag 
down a vehicle to call 911.
 This is the third or fourth 
crash where someone was found 
days later in 2021, said Missis-
sippi Highway Patrol Mst. Sgt. 
Chase Elkins.
 The crash remains under 
investigation by MHP.


