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Continuing COVID-19 

coverage available 

free of charge at

www.leader-call.com
By the Numbers

                                  Cases   Deaths

Mississippi .... 12,624 ...... 596

Covington Co. ..... 125 .......... 1 

Forrest County .... 462 ........ 32

Jasper County..... 131 .......... 3

Jones County ...... 422 ........ 12

Smith County ..... 127 ........ 10

Wayne County ...... 72 .......... 0

As of May 21; From Miss. Dept. of Health

 Gov. Tate Reeves late Friday 

afternoon extended the saf-

er-at-home order until June 

1. He also released recreation 

guidelines. Read more at

www.leader-call.com
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• William Mallard Culpepper
• Robert Hand Stanley Sr.
• Bobbie Harrison Hinton
• LeDrew Earl Gray Sr.
• Lonnie Ray Reynolds II
• Roy Rivers
• Camela Vaughan
• Wyatt Waldo Williams
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FAILURE TO SERVE

Defendants in court 11 years later
Accused bad-check writer’s case dismissed, 

man arrested for pounds of pot awaits decision

Richard Givins with attorney John Piazza after his felony 
case was dismissed. (Photo by Mark Thornton)

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 Two defendants who were arrested more 
than 11 years ago but didn’t get served 
their indictments until 2020 were in Jones 
County Circuit Court on Thursday trying 
to get their cases dismissed because their 
right to a speedy trial was violated.
 Richard Givins, 52, was charged with 
false pretense after being accused of writ-
ing a fraudulent $220.74 check for a car tag 
to the Jones County Tax Assessor’s Office 

in May 2009.
 “He was not arrested and not out on 
bond,” attorney John Piazza said, so Givins 
didn’t know he was accused of a crime until 
he was picked up by Bay Springs police on 
March 25 for violating a curfew that was 
imposed because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 
 That makes this case different than most 
of the two dozen or so dismissals of felony 
cases over the last two years that were the 

See FAILURE on A13

TAKING AIMTAKING AIM

The recruits perform drills under the direction of officers Bill Sparrow and David Grasha. Below, Zachary Cook, right, 
wipes his brow in the hot sun on Wednesday during his pre-academy training with the Laurel Police Department. 
Though shooting drills are not necessarily physically intense, the days are long and hot. (Photos by Jack Hammett)

Laurel PD fills 
five vacancies

By Jack Hammett
reporter@leader-call.com

 In another week, more students will 
represent Laurel at the Camp Shelby 
police academy than in the last 20 years, 
Laurel Police Chief Tommy Cox said.
 The current class of pre-academy 
recruits dropped from seven to five 
students in the couple of weeks they’ve 
been training, but those who remain are 
“solid,” Cox said. He believes all five will 
graduate at the end of session.
 “One-hundred percent,” Cox said when 

See LPD on A13

Jim Cegielski
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I’m not 

responsible 

for your 

grandmother
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Not so fast

Council shoots down plan

to freeze city spending

Ovett man
charged with

shooting at
young couple
Woman in vehicle 
20 weeks pregnant
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 An Ovett man is in jail 
after being accused of 
shooting at a young couple 
who are expecting their first 
child, Investigator Reuben 
Bishop of the Jones Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department 
reported.
 Michael Hall, 51, is 
charged with aggravated 
assault after firing at “and 
striking the grill of a vehi-
cle” that was occupied by 
Jessica Jones and Jacob 
Schwan, Bishop said.
 The young couple was 
on the phone with a 911 
dispatcher when the shoot-
ing took place on Monday. 
Hall was in the middle of 
Ovett-Petal Road while 
Schwan had his vehicle in 
reverse “trying to get away,” 
Bishop said.
 It’s a domestic-related is-
sue, Bishop said, noting that 
Hall used to date Schwan’s 
mother. Jones is 20 weeks 
pregnant.
 “Thankfully there were no 
injuries,” Bishop said.

See OVETT on A13


