
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A woman who embezzled more than 
$4,000 from an elder-care facility won’t pay 
for the crime because it took more than seven 
years for the Jones County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment to serve her indictment.
 Kathy Bullock’s case was dismissed from 
Jones County Circuit Court after Judge 
Dal Williamson determined that her Sixth 

Amendment right to a speedy trial had been 
violated by the delay. She was represented 
by public defender Cruz Gray. The case is 
at least the 24th to be dismissed this year 
because of the failure of Sheriff Alex Hodge’s 
department to serve indictments in a speedy 
manner.
 Bullock was accused of stealing $4,028 
from Cottonwood Manor, an assisted-living 
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today in history
Oct. 19

1814: In Baltimore, the first doc-
umented performance of "The 
Defence of Fort McHenry" with 
music takes place at the Holli-
day Street Theatre. The work is 
later published under the title 
"The Star-Spangled Banner."

1950: United Nations forces 
enter the North Korean capital 
of Pyongyang." 

HOSED BY HODGE
Sheriff Alex Hodge's
 2019 felony suspect
freedom scoreboard

24

FAILURE TO SERVE

Woman accused of embezzling from ex-fire chief ’s 
elderly mother won’t pay because of 7-year delay

See FAILURE on A14

Bad tag 
leads to 

4 felonies
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A Laurel man who had a 
problem with his license plate 
has much bigger problems 
now.
 James Cooley, 46, is facing 
four felony charges after be-
ing accused of trying to strike 
police officers with his SUV 
during a chase on Thursday night, Chief Tommy 
Cox of the Laurel Police Department said.
 Sgt. Joe Berlin attempted to stop the Chev-
rolet Suburban that Cooley was driving around 
9:25 p.m. on South 16th Avenue, Cox said. But 
the driver took off at a high rate of speed. The 
chase went behind the old Maddox Elementary 
School and wound around behind Laurel Gar-
dens before coming to a stop near Wayne Farms. 
Officers then had to tase Cooley to subdue him, 
Cox said.
 During the chase, Cooley “aimed his vehicle at 
our vehicles” and at one point “drove straight at 
an officer” who was out of her vehicle trying to 
place “stop sticks” in front of the fleeing SUV, Lt. 
Michael Reaves said. “Fortunately, she was able 
to get out of the way.”
 Cox and Reaves said it was a “great job” by the 
entire shift and dispatchers working together to 

Cooley

See CHASE on A14

Helping the hungry
Leader-Call readers 

responded to our 
request to donate 
canned goods and 

owner/publisher Jim 
Cegielski delivered 

our first load of food 
to Maj. Crystal Pruitt 

at The Salvation 
Army this week. The 

Leader-Call, at 318 
North Magnolia St. 

in downtown Laurel, 
will continue to col-
lect canned goods 

and deliver them 
to the organization 

for disbursement to 
hungry people in the 

community for the 
next few weeks. See 

Cegielski’s column 
on A5. (Photo by 
Mark Thornton)


