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 A major truck stop and store will open at 
a Sandersville exit in late 2020, Ross Tuck-
er of the Jones County Economic Develop-
ment Authority told the Board of Supervi-
sors at Monday’s meeting in Ellisville.
 The Love’s Travel Stop & Country Store 
will break ground next spring and open 
next December, he said. 
 “They have to finish up one in Warren 
County and then they’ll start here,” Tucker 
said.
 The truck stop will be at Exit 104 on In-
terstate 59 and Main Street. It is modeled 
after a newer store in Magee and will have 
a McDonald’s and 93 truck parking spaces, 
said company spokeswoman Caitlin Camp-
bell. 
 “The final list of amenities is still being 
worked out,” she said.
 The county and some state grants have 
assisted with approximately $350,000 in 
infrastructure upgrades to accommodate 
the huge truck stop, Tucker said.
 In another matter, Maj. Jamie Tedford 
of the Jones County Sheriff’s Department 
came before the board to explain some 
requests to get rid of surplus equipment. 
The board denied the JCSD’s requests to 
do that in meetings last month. All of the 
equipment that was listed, such as cameras 
and computers, is obsolete or not work-
ing and being stored in the JCSD’s former 
training center, Tedford said.
 “We just want to have things clean and 
painted and leave things in good order for 
the new administration,” Tedford said. 
“When a new administration walks in, it 
can be overwhelming …”
 Board President Jerome Wyatt said that 
county maintenance workers could come 
get the equipment and store it until a new 
sheriff is elected and can make the decision 
on whether to dispose of it.
 Two K9 officers that were on the list had 
already been approved for transfer with 
their handlers, board members noted. Zedd 
will go with Doug Shepherd to the Petal 
Police Department, Tedford said.
 “He’s aggressive … hard to handle,” 
Tedord said of Zedd. “He’s bit Doug three 
times.”
 SCBA breathing tanks, which were used 
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Man in ICU after crash caught on video
By Jack Hammett
reporter@leader-call.com

 A Friday morning crash 
on Highway 15 near Leg-
acy Buick left one man in 
intensive care at Forrest 
General Hospital, accord-
ing to the Laurel Police 

Department.
 Denzel Heidelberg of 
Laurel filmed the one-vehi-
cle rollover and posted the 
video to Facebook over the 
weekend. A 2005 Nissan 
Titan could be seen driv-
ing erratically, driving in 
the opposite lane, before 

landing in a ditch around 
2 a.m. The video has since 
been removed.
 Cameron Ekes, 26, of 
Laurel, the driver, was 
taken to South Central Re-
gional Medical Center and 
later to Forrest General to 
the Intensive Care Unit, 

Laurel Police Chief Tommy 
Cox said.
 It’s not known whether 
alcohol was a factor, Cox 
said, as Ekes’ injuries pre-
vented a breath test.
 “At this point, we don’t 
have any proof that alcohol 
was involved,” Cox said.

 Ekes’ condition was 
stable as of Saturday, Ekes’ 
friend Mason Sampey 
wrote via a Facebook 
status. Sampey wrote that 
Ekes has a “long road 
ahead of him” and that he 
was alert to some extent.

Power out,
teens jailed

There were no injuries, but there 
were a couple of incarcerations 

and dozens of outages after a 
teenager crashed into utility poles 

at a residence on Highway 184 
just before midnight on Saturday. 
An unidentified 16-year-old driver 

and his 16-year-old passenger 
were reportedly taken into cus-

tody by the Mississippi Highway 
Patrol after crashing a pickup into 
poles and a parked pickup at the 

home of John Manning. When 
they got out, there were live 

power lines all around, officials 
said. “It’s a miracle no one was 
killed or seriously injured,” said 
Lance Chancellor of the Powers 
Volunteer Fire Department. The 

Jones County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment responded along with MHP, 
Powers VFD and EMServ Ambu-

lance. Electricity was knocked 
out for almost 200 Dixie Electric 

customers and more than a dozen 
Mississippi Power customers. 

Crews worked to restore power, 
along with cable TV and phone 
lines through Sunday morning. 

It was not known what the teens 
were charged with. MHP’s J Troop 

did not respond to a request for 
information and youth court mat-

ters are not public record. 
(Photos by Powers VFD)


