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A new
reality

Homeland Security expert
trains school officials on how
to combat an active shooter

By Cam Bonelli
reporter@leader-call.com

 “Avoid, deny, defend” are words to live by — lit-
erally — as teachers everywhere face a new normal 
going into the 2022-23 school year.
 Those are the 
three tactics Mis-
sissippi Homeland 
Security Deputy 
Director Jim Brin-
son taught teachers 
across the Jones 
County School Dis-
trict on Wednes-
day. 
 Brinson has 
been with the state 
agency for more 
than 20 years and 
served in the Air 
Force Special Op-
erations Counter-
terrorism division. 
District Attorney 
Brad Thompson 
invited him to give 
active-shooter-re-
sponse training to 
teachers.
 “A couple weeks 
ago, when I was 
sworn in by the 
governor for this 
job, I made a 
statement that my 
goals by the end of 
this term is to make 
Jones County a 
safer place, and one of my priorities is to make sure 
our schools and kids are safe,” Thompson said. “I 
reached out to James “Catfish” Grimes with Missis-
sippi Homeland Security and wanted to put on an 
active-shooter situation for our teachers and admin-
istrators. I hope the teachers and administrators 

'Avoid the threat, deny the 

threat access to you or be 

prepared to defend your-

self — those are the three 

main things you think 

about when something 

bad happens.'

Jim Brinson, 

Mississippi Homeland 

Security Deputy Director 

See REALITY on A13

Crusader back to con
JCSD finds 58 grams of methamphetamine,

guns in home of man who counseled drug addicts

New DA

sworn in
Gov. Tate Reeves, left, 

talks to District Attorney 
Brad Thompson and his 
wife Jenny, son Walker 
and daughter LeighEl-
len after a swearing-in 

ceremony on Thursday. 
Thompson was chosen 
to fill the term of Tony 

Buckley, who retired at 
the end of June. Look 
for the related story in 
Tuesday's Leader-Call 

and at leader-call.com.
(Photo by 

Mark Thornton)

Ricky Strickland, right, a local crusader against illegal drugs, is led into Jones 
County Justice Court Friday facing charges of trafficking methamphetamine. 
(Photo by Mark Thornton)

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A man who was believed to be 
rehabilitated from addiction and was 
successful in helping others kick drug 
problems through jail ministries is 
back where he can talk to inmates full-
time.
 Ricky Strickland, 45, of Laurel was 
charged with trafficking methamphet-
amine while in possession of a firearm 
after narcotics agents with the Jones 
County Sheriff’s Department found 58 
grams of meth when they executed a 
search warrant at his home on Pearl 
Hodge Road in the Rustin Community 
just before 10 p.m. Thursday.
 Strickland made his initial appear-
ance in Jones County Justice Court on 
Friday, and Judge David Lyons set his 
bond at $50,000.
 “Bad choices, man, bad choices,” 
Strickland said when asked what 
caused him to fall off the wagon. 

See CON on A13


