
From staff reports

	 Calhoun,	Union	and	Powers	volunteer	fire	
departments, as well as B&C Mobile Homes, are 
collecting relief supplies for the victims of the 
tornadoes that ravaged Lee County, Ala. 
 To date, 23 people, including four children, 
have	been	confirmed	dead	after	the	two	tornadoes	
ripped across the county Sunday. Seven people are 
still missing. Hundreds of people are displaced.  
	 The	fire	departments	will	be	collecting	relief	
supplies all this week and have an 18-wheeler 
trailer that will leave Saturday afternoon to deliver 
the supplies to Alabama. 
 Items needed are: personal and feminine 
hygiene products, baby formula/food, diapers, 
non-perishable food items and bottled drinks, 
first-aid	supplies,	cleaning	supplies,	toilet	paper,	
paper plates/cups, paper towels, etc.  
	 The	volunteer	fire	departments	urge	the	public	
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• Helen Ruth Armand
• Lela V. Emmons
• Tommie Lee Hughes
• Billy Ray Kelly
• Iris Sumrall Myers
• Minnie Ruth Wilson

today in history
March 7

1901: A grand jury indicts four 

citizens of Anderson, S.C., who 

had been operating a slavery 

system in parts of South Caroli-

na. It was determined that many 

Blacks were captured while trav-

eling, were jailed and then sent 

to work for local landowners.

1911: In the wake of the Mexican 

Revolution, the U.S. sends 20,000 

troops to the Mexican border.

1945: During World War II, U.S. 

forces cross the Rhine River at 

Remagen, Germany.

1975: The Senate revises the 

filibuster rule. The new rule 
allows 60 senators to limit 

debate instead of the previous 

two-thirds.

2003: Scientists at the Stan-

ford Linear Accelerator Center 

announce that they had trans-

ferred 6.7 gigabytes of uncom-

pressed data from Sunnvale, 

Calif., to Amsterdam, Nether-

lands, in 58 seconds. The data 

is sent via fiber-optic cables and 
traveled 6,800 miles.
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METH MISTRIAL
Mujahid trial reset for May

Disaster relief
being collected

Talib Mujahid 
glances at the 
jury as he sits 
with public 
defender 
Michael 
Mitchell in 
Jones County 
Circuit Court 
in Ellisville. 
(Photo by 
Mark 
Thornton)

VFDs collecting supplies
for Alabama tornado victims

Lee County, Ala., residents console each other after devastating tornadoes ripped apart their communi-
ty. (Facebook)

By Tori Ellis
For the Leader-Call

 A Laurel man who was known for his theatrics in 
Jones County Circuit Court will get an encore in May 
after a jury failed to reach a decision in his trial on 
Monday.
 Talib Mujahid, 62, was charged with selling metham-
phetamine, but a jury in Ellisville was unable to reach a 
verdict, so a mistrial was declared and it was resched-
uled for May 9.
 Mujahid was accused of selling .3 grams of meth to 
Clifton	Stokes,	a	confidential	informant	for	the	Jones	

See METH on A12

Deja vu at Eastview
For the third time this year, a serious crash at Highway 

84 East and Eastview Drive sent rescue officials to 
the scene to extricate a victim. The driver of a small 
pickup, 66-year-old George Jaynes of Laurel, had to 

be removed from the vehicle by volunteer firefighters 
using hydraulic rescue tools. He was attempting to 

cross the highway from Eastview toward Dollar Gen-
eral when he pulled in front of a Jeep that was driven 

by 63-year-old Randy Pitts of Waynesboro and was 
struck. The driver of the pickup sustained what were 

described as serious injuries and the driver of the Jeep 
had what were described as minor injuries. Both were 
transported by EMServ Ambulance for medical care. 

Firefighters from Powers and Glade responded along 
with the Mississippi Highway Patrol and the Jones 
County Sheriff’s Department. Traffic was slowed to 

a crawl in the westbound lane for about 40 minutes 
during the rescue and cleanup. — By PIO Dana 

Bumgardner/Jones County Fire Council

BEWARE!
Local woman posted

this to Facebook
to caution others

 Today we were part of a very 
scary scam. Dalton’s “Nanny” 
received a phone call from a 
person saying he was Dalton, 
the person called her “Nan-
ny” and said he had been in a 
“minor accident” and was at the 
hospital getting sewed up from 
the airbags deploying. He then 
told her that a friend had given 
him a number to a lawyer that 
could help him since the acci-

See CAUTION on A12


