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 A West Jones student 
who was known as a “light 

in a dark 
world” and 
a Jones 
County Ju-
nior College 
graduate 
were killed  
in a head-
on collision 
on Highway 
15 South 
in Perry 
County, just 
south of 
the Jones 
County line, 
late Friday 
afternoon. 

 Brenna Clark, 15, of 
Laurel and Thomas 
“Boochie” Hinton, 26, 
of Richton were both 
pronounced dead at the 
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1783: The Revolutionary War be-
tween the U.S. and Great Britain 
ends with the Treaty of Paris.

1954: "The Lone Ranger" is 
heard on radio for the final time 
after 2,956 episodes over a peri-
od of 21 years.

2013: Hunters in Mississippi 
catch a 727-pound alligator. 
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Alonzo Nix sits in court with his attorney Tracey Klein. 
(Photo by Mark Thornton)

Ex-pro won’t pay
for pounds of pot

found in residence
Un-preserved officer video

plays big role in jury’s decision
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 Alonzo Nix said he was 
left holding the bag when 
his friends left him at a 
house while they went to 
get some food, and Jones 
County jurors believed him. 
They deliberated for about 
an hour before deciding 
that the 16 pounds or so 
of bagged marijuana that 
Laurel police found at the 
residence he was in may not 
have been his.
 “I was at the wrong place 
at the wrong time,” Nix, 36, 
said while testifying at the 
end of the two-day trial in 
Jones County Circuit Court.
 Nix, a former pro football 
player, was charged with 
possession of marijuana 
with intent to distribute and 
trafficking a controlled sub-
stance after Laurel police 
found the drugs — valued at 
as much as $16,000 on the 
street — packed in vacu-
um-sealed bags, a vacuum 
sealer and a digital scale at 
a house in the 1300 block 
of Congress Street in April 
2017.
 Nix insisted that the resi-
dence was not his, and there 
was police body-cam video 
that would have supported 
his version of events, but 
video was not preserved, so 

it wasn’t available for trial. 
That’s a point that Nix and 
attorney Tracy Klein pound-
ed on during testimony and 
the closing argument.
 Those points also weighed 
heavily in the jurors’ deci-
sion. One juror, speaking on 
the condition of anonymity 
summed it up by saying, 
“They did not prove that 
the marijuana belonged to 
him.”
 The jury also would have 
liked to have heard from 
other people who had been 
at the house earlier and they 
wanted to see video, the 
juror added.
 “The tape is in my de-
fense,” Nix testified. “If we 
had the video, you would 
see the police trying my 
key in the door and it not 
working.” He also said that 
some information four LPD 
officers’ testified to on the 
first day of trial was not 
true.
 “So, all of the law en-
forcement officers who took 
the stand lied?” Assistant 
District Attorney Kristen 
Martin asked Nix during 
cross-examination.
 “They had to,” Nix said. 
“There’s a reason the video 
ain’t in court today.”
 A total of five officers had 

See NIX on A10

WJ student, JCJC grad
killed in head-on collision
15-year-old remembered as ‘a light in a dark world’

Clark

Hinton

An emergency air ambulance prepares to land near the scene of a deadly accident on High-
way 15 South in Perry County. (Dennis Jones' Facebook page)See STUDENT on A10

Warning: Use caution at wreck scenes
It was a rough drive home on Interstate 59 north-
bound Saturday evening.  Shortly before 5 p.m., 

the unidentified driver of a Toyota Corolla lost con-
trol of his vehicle at the 78-mile marker (Sanford 
Road) and was “t-boned” by another car. There 

were no injuries, but the northbound left lane was 
blocked for more than an hour, slowing traffic to 
a crawl while emergency crews worked to clear 

the wreckage. Traffic was backed up for miles. But 
before the traffic was cleared, two other collisions 

at the northbound 76-mile marker occurred as a 
result of the congestion at the first wreck. Only mi-
nor injuries were reported. Moselle, Southwest and 
South Jones volunteer fire departments responded 
to the wrecks and provided medical treatment and 

traffic control. EMServ Ambulance Service, the 
Mississippi Highway Patrol and the Jones County 

Sheriff's Office also responded. The Jones County 
Fire Council reminded drivers to exercise extra 

caution whenever there are emergency vehicles on 
the roadways, especially when traffic is heavy and 

delayed. — By PIO Dana Bumgardner/
Jones County Fire Council


