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 Local potter Carl Buchan-
an is used to making the 
keepsake bowls that people 
use at the Magnolia State 
Bank Chili Cook-off. But 
the eighth annual cook-off 
was extra special because 
he was recognized for what 
was in the bowls, too.
 Buchanan was part of the 
team Ring of Fire, which 
was the judges’ choice for 
Best Traditional Chili. Fat 
Kid Rock was selected for 
the Best Home-style Chili 
on a cool, sunny Satur-
day in downtown Laurel. 
Organizers called it a sheer 
success, with record-break-
ing attendance and partici-
pation.
 “My favorite part of this 
event is always the atmo-
sphere,” said Buchanan. 
“Getting the opportunity 
to cook with everyone and 
taste all the hard work is a 
great feeling. It’s an unex-
pected win, but we all feel 
really happy about going 
home with the trophy.”
 Both winning teams went 
home with $1,000, a trophy 
and a handmade chili bowl 

by Buchanan.
 At 6 a.m., the 29 teams 
started setting up and were 
given one hour to decorate 
their tent before food prep. 
The event opened to the 
public at 11 a.m., with Rock 
104 providing the tunes, 
and the judging began at 3 
p.m.
 This year’s judges were:
• Sherri Marengo, a DJ and 
community relations direc-
tor in Hattiesburg;

• Randy Holland, a sales 
manager and life member 
of the Laurel Sertoma Club;
• Roxanne Dunn, who has 
experience is culinary arts 
and works with chef John 
Diggetts at The Loft in 
Laurel; 
• Andy MacDonald, who is 
an award-winning journal-
ist as the cuisine editor for 
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A SCAM SHAME
Wife of accused sex offender swindled out of $600, warns others

By Mark Thornton 
editor@leader-call.com

 A Laurel woman who said she was 
blindsided by her husband’s arrest 
for sexual battery of children has now 
been the victim of a scam, and now 
she is warning others about it.
 Sherry Parker, 65, lost $600 “that I 
couldn’t afford to lose,” she said, after 
someone who identified himself as a 
member of the Jones County Sheriff’s 
Department called and said she had 
missed a summons hearing to report 
for a court appearance. The man, who 
identified himself as “Capt. Ander-

son,” said she would be arrested if she 
didn’t follow his instructions to pay a 
fine. There is no Capt. Anderson with 
the JCSD, but Parker didn’t know that 
at the time.
 “I was scared … I didn’t want to get 
arrested,” she said.
 Parker talked to three different men, 
all of whom identified themselves as 
Jones County officials, and all of them 
made her feel like she would be ar-
rested if she didn’t comply with their 
demands. She believed them because 
she did, in fact, have a summons to 
appear in court in the cases involving 
the claims against her husband. He is 

in jail after being accused of molesting 
girls that were at the daycare his wife 
ran in their home.
 “These were professionals,” she 
said. “They told me to go to where 
they sell Green Dot cards … I said, ‘I 
don’t know what that is.’”
 They told her to go to Kroger or 
Dollar General and get “two $300 
reloadable cards, and make sure I get 

a stamped envelope,” Parker said.
 So she drove to Kroger, went in with 
the assistance of her walker — which 
she has to use because of complica-
tions from diabetes — and asked for 
the cards.
 “The lady at the service desk asked 
me what they were for,” and Parker 

Bringing the heat downtown
See SCAM on A12

“They told me to go to where they sell Green Dot cards … 
I said, ‘I don’t know what that is.’”

Sherry Parker

Wic Smith of Jackson was among the hundreds of attend-
ees at the eighth annual chili cook-off. (Photo by Tori Ellis)

Dr. Hoss Nasajpour of team Ring of Fire celebrates with 
the Magnolia State Bank Chili Cook-off trophy. 
(Photo by Tori Ellis)

Bowl maker Buchanan part of winning team

See CHILI on A12


