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today in history
April 11

1783: After receiving a copy 
of the provisional treaty on 
March 13, the U.S. Congress 
proclaims a formal end to 
hostilities with Great Britain. 

1921: The first live sports 
event on radio takes place 
this day on KDKA Radio. 
The event is a boxing match 
between Johnny Ray and 
Johnny Dundee.

1947: Jackie Robinson be-
comes the first black player in 
major-league history. He plays 
in an exhibition game for the 
Brooklyn Dodgers.

Woman’s body found on 13th
Decaying corpse sent
for autopsy in Jackson
A decomposing body was found 
behind an abandoned residence in 
the 100 block of South 13th Avenue 
on Tuesday afternoon, Lt. Michael 
Reaves of the Laurel Police Depart-
ment reported. The body was discov-
ered by someone cutting grass at the 
house, and when police responded, 
they found a deceased woman be-
hind the residence. It was not known 
if foul play was involved because 
of the condition the body was in, 
Reaves said. The body was trans-
ported to Jackson and investigators 
are awaiting the result of an autopsy. 
The death investigation is ongoing 
and no more information is being 
released until the results of the au-
topsy are in, Chief Tommy Cox said. 
Pictured are Deputy Coroner Don 
Sumrall, right, Lt. Michael Reaves 
and Officer Josh Freeman. Anyone 
with information about this or any 
crime is encouraged to call the LPD 
at 601-399-4440 or Crime Stoppers 
at 601-428-STOP (7867).

Felon threatens investigators,
winds up in emergency room, jail
JCSD major responds to scene in armored vehicle after man threatens to shoot

Reed

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A man who is accused of threatening to 
shoot Jones County Sheriff’s Department 
investigators was taken to jail — after a 
quick trip to the emergency room — on 
Monday.
 Zachary Reed, 36, of Laurel was being 
investigated for a burglary, according to 

the department’s Facebook page, when the 
JCSD officials arrived at his mobile home 
at 272 Poole Creek Road just before noon. 
 An unidentified woman opened the door, 
then immediately locked it, saying she 
would come back out, but Reed was not 
there, according to the Facebook post. But 
she didn’t come back out, so when inves-
tigators knocked on the door again, a man 
was heard saying, “Get off the porch … I’m 

about to shoot through the door,” then 
began counting down, the post continued.
 Investigators backed off of the porch be-
cause of the threat of weapons and began 
talking to the residents again. They con-
vinced Reed to come outside and got the 
woman to sign a consent form to search 
the residence. Nothing from the burglaries 

See JAIL on A12

Celebrating Home Town

Downtown Laurel was the place to be on Monday night, as residents and tour-
ists gathered at the Laurel Mercantile to watch the Season 3 finale of “Home 
Town,” which featured Laurel Main Street executive director Judi Holfield and 
her son Allen getting a new home in the historic district. The clouds rolled in, 
but didn’t dampen the spirit of fans who are already anticipating Season 4. 
Look for the story in Saturday’s edition. (Photo by Chad Edwards)

Lower Myrick Road bridge
closing for three months

 Beginning today (Thurs-
day), a portion of Lower 
Myrick Road will be closed 
for the replacement of a 
bridge in Beat 3. The bridge 
is the west relief bridge for 
Bogue Homa Creek and is 
located just east of David’s 
Grocery and Orange Drive. 
 The bridge will be closed 
approximately three 
months, but that schedule is 
subject to change, depend-
ing on weather and other 
unforeseen conditions. 
 MAGCO, Inc., the selected 
contractor, will be using a 
prefabricated bridge design 
for the replacement project. 
 During the 2018 Special 
Session, the state Legis-
lature voted to allocate a 

portion of the BP Oil Spill 
settlement for the bridge re-
placement on Lower Myrick 
Road, in addition to many 
other special projects across 
the state. 
 “Our state representatives 
worked really hard for this 
funding to be approved, and 
the county is appreciative 
of their efforts,” said Beat 3 
Supervisor Barry Saul. 
 The Legislature also allo-
cated a portion of the BP Oil 
settlement for the replace-
ment of a bridge on Ellis-
ville-Tuckers Crossing Road 
in Beat 4. That replacement 
has not yet been scheduled. 
 For more information, call 
the Jones County Board of 
Supervisors at 601-428-3139. 


