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1786 - In New York City, 

commercially manufactured ice 

cream was advertised for the 

first time. 
1861 - Tennessee voted to se-

cede from the Union and joined 

the Confederacy. 
1934 - The Reds became the 

first major league team to use 
an airplane to travel. They flew 
from Cincinnati to Chicago. 
1965 - U.S. troops in South Viet-
nam were given orders to begin 
fighting offensively. 
1982 - President Reagan be-

came the first American chief 
executive to address a joint 

session of the British Parliament. 

 Last July, Cole and Taylor Avera of String-
er were looking forward to a joyous occasion 
that so many young couples do — they were 
expecting their first child.
 In April, they brought home their bundle 
of joy, as expected.
 But what happened in the months in be-
tween was anything but routine. 
 Cole Avera, 24, and Taylor Avera, 22, feel 
blessed to have their new baby girl, Parker 
Kate, after she underwent a cutting-edge, 
rare new surgical procedure to repair a po-
tentially debilitating condition while still in 
her mother’s womb.
 “God had this in His plans, and while I 
will never understand why this happened to 
my family, it has made us all stronger and I 
know we can do anything through His will,” 
the grateful new mother said.
 When she went for her 18-week checkup, 
OB/GYN Dr. Robert DeSantis saw that some-
thing wasn’t right and he sent the couple to 
Hattiesburg to see Dr. Marie Darby, who spe-
cializes in high-risk pregnancies. Their baby 
tested positive for spina bifida — the most 
common permanently disabling birth defect 
for which there’s no known cure. Those who 
suffer from the condition are often confined 
to a wheelchair, suffering from abnormal 
function of the bladder, bowels and legs.
 After doing lots of research and weighing 
their options, the Avera family decided to 
find out if their unborn daughter would be 
a candidate for fetal surgery at Texas Chil-
dren’s Pavilion for Women. 
 “I would do anything I possibly could to 
give my baby the best outcome,” Taylor Ave-
ra said.
 They traveled to Houston for an evalua-
tion, and on Nov. 29, mother and child un-
derwent fetal surgery. It was the 100th fetal 
surgical neural tube defect repair case done 
at the Texas hospital.

Berlin wants to 
close distance 
with deputies,
residents and 
other agencies

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 There’s too much dis-
tance between the Jones 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, county residents 
and other agencies, Joe 
Berlin said. Closing the 
distance between dep-
uties’ residences and 
the residents they serve 
might help, the candidate 
for sheriff told a packed 
house at the a Citizens 
Against Corruption meet-
ing at Tuckers Crossing 
Community Center on 
Thursday night.
 “We’ve got a lot of 
deputies living out of the 
county, driving county ve-
hicles to work every day,” 
said Berlin, a 22-year law 
enforcement veteran and 
Laurel Police Department 
sergeant who was the 
featured speaker. 
 Driving those vehicles 
home is fine for deputies 
who live in Jones County, 
he said, because “that’s 
a visual deterrent (to 
crime).”
 But for deputies who 
live in Forrest, Lamar, 
Covington, Wayne and 
other surrounding coun-
ties, that’s “a lot of gas 
and wear and tear on 
those vehicles,” Berlin 
said.
 Having deputies who 
live here also helps when 
it comes to fighting crime, 
he said.
 “The community is 
your eyes and ears,” and 
there’s “a disconnect” 
between the JCSD and 
people in the community 
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Proud parents Cole and Taylor Avera with baby Parker Kate. (Facebook)

10 in pen for 5 counts of molesting kin

• Dawson Skyler Williams

• David Michael Ashmore Sr

• Tom O’Loughlin

• Wayne Ewell Ellzey

• Shirley Loretta Welch

• Myra Laushaul

• Candace E. Ruffin

MATERNAL

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A Jones County man who admitted 
to sexually molesting two young fami-
ly members several times will spend 
the next decade in prison, according 
to a plea agreement that was reached 
in Jones County Circuit Court on 
Thursday.
 Jonathan Williams, 45, was 
ordered to serve 10 years in the 
full-time custody of the Mississippi 

Department of Corrections after 
pleading guilty to five counts of mo-
lestation. Williams, who was repre-
sented by public defender Cruz Gray, 
was facing up to 75 years in prison, if 
convicted.
 The mother of the girls “preferred 
the plea,” prosecutor Kristen Martin 
said, “rather than forcing them to go 
through a trial. One of (the girls) is 
having serious problems. She had to 
get a service animal to cope with it.”
 The investigation began last Sep-

tember after the mother called the 
Jones County Sheriff’s Department 
to report a possible sexual assault. 
The then-13-year-old girl told Capt. 
Tonya Madison that the family 
member had “touched her inappro-
priately” at his residence. The girl 
later told a child specialist that he 
had “touched her privates” on at least 
three occasions at two different res-
idences, at least once while his wife 
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STRINGER COUPLE’S BABY UNDERGOES RARE IN UTERO 

SURGERY TO CORRECT DEBILITATING CONDITION

By Tori Ellis | For the Leader-Call

“I hope my family’s story can inspire other 

struggling mothers through their difficult times. 

There is no way to prepare for something like 

this, but with wonderful doctors and the prayers 

of friends and family, it makes 

it possible to push through and fight.” 

- Taylor Avera

miracle

Jonathan Williams stands 
before Judge Williamson 
with public defender Cruz 
Gray. (Photo by Mark 
Thornton)
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