
By Sean Murphy
murph@leader-call.com

 Eight days before the elec-
tion, Chris McDaniel is tired 
but determined. 
 He has criss-crossed the 
state to the tune of 50,000 
miles speaking in front of civic 
clubs, student associations, 
breakfasts and catfish suppers 
trying to get voters to support 
him in what he sees as a colos-
sal battle against the swamp.
 “We never stop,” McDaniel 
said. “Our opposition has all 
the swamp’s money… all the 
lobbyists’ money, so we have 
to get out and meet the people 
the old-fashioned way.
 “We hold events every day 
and held hundreds of meet-
and-greets and town halls. 
There is never a moment we 
are not engaged.”
 McDaniel will be one of 
four candidates vying to be-
come U.S. Senator in an open 
election, meaning there are no 
party affiliations. He will be 
challenged by appointed inter-
im Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith, 

former Agriculture Secretary 
Mike Espy and Tobey Bartee.
 Polls will open at 7 Tues-
day morning and close at 
7 p.m. If no candidate gets 
more than 50 percent of the 
vote — which most believe is a 
certainty — a runoff will be on 
Nov. 27.
 Despite polling that shows 
him third, McDaniel is confi-
dent that Mississippians will 
cast their ballots for “the only 
lifelong Republican in the 
race.”
 McDaniel in 2014 came 
within percentage points of 
winning the Senate seat held 
for more than 35 years by 
Thad Cochran. He missed the 
50-percent-plus-one thresh-
old in the three-man primary 
by a few votes and was forced 
into a runoff three weeks later.
 He still seethes at thou-
sands of Democrats crossing 
party lines to vote in the GOP 
primary. He has repeatedly 
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today in history
Nov. 3

1507: Leonardo DaVinci is com-

missioned by the husband of 
Lisa Gherardini to paint her. The 

work is known as the Mona Lisa. 

1998: Minnesotans elect Jesse 
“The Body” Ventura, a former 
pro wrestler, as their governor.

Family members gather around the 
plaque and the live oak tree dedicated 
to Vic West at the Jones College Lega-
cy Tree dedication ceremony.  Pictured, 
from left, are Vic’s daughter-in-law Pamela 
West; son Bill West; wife Louise West; 
friend Mary Hill; great-granddaughter 
Emery Crawford and granddaughter 
Marcy Crawford. Other honorees were Ju-
lius King, Harry Bush and Judge Charles 
Pickering.
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JC honors ‘legends’ 
with legacy trees

DOWN THE STRETCH...

U.S. Senate candidate Chris McDaniel talks to supporters during a cam-
paign stop. (Facebook)

Senate candidate from Ellisville
confident in final days of campaign
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Stolen guns, 
drugs found
at residence

From staff reports

 Two Jasper County men will face a 
half-dozen or so felonies after authorities 
found an array of drugs, stolen guns and 
other stolen items at the residence they 
were in last weekend.
 Jason Scott Hicks, 39, and Jacob Wayne 
Porter, 26, of Stringer 
were at Hicks’ residence 
on County Road 1216 in 
the Nazareth Community 
when deputies from the 
Jasper County Sheriff’s 
Department arrived there 
to serve an arrest warrant 
on Sunday morning. 
 Hicks was wanted for 
sale of a controlled sub-
stance and Porter, who 
was also inside the resi-
dence, was found to be in 
possession of a controlled 
substance, according to a 
press release from Sheriff 
Randy Johnson.
 When deputies ran 
a search warrant of the residence and 
surrounding property, they discovered a 
pound of marijuana, 20 ecstasy pills and 
powdered cocaine. Stolen guns were also 
found on the property along with com-
puters, power tools, welding equipment, 
hunting supplies — even an upright bass.
 In addition to the original charge, Hicks 
is now also charged with three counts of 
possession of a controlled substance, pos-
session of a weapon by a convicted felon 
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