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 Councilman Tony Wheat 
sounded ready to chew 
some asphalt when he asked 
about the pace of paving on 
two main city streets that 
are supposed to be getting 
smoothed over.
 “What’s the holdup?” 
he asked at Tuesday’s City 
Council meeting, referring 
to work on 5th and 13th 
avenues in Laurel. “We’ve 
known about this for two 
years. Why aren’t we ready 
to go today? We’ve been 
working on these two streets 
for two years.”
 Mandy Hegwood of city 
engineer Neel-Schaffer said 
that legally required adver-

tisements for bids for the 
project were running to the 
end of January or beginning 
of February. 
 “So we’re looking, at best, 

the middle of March, if the 
contractor is able to mobilize 
in two weeks,” Wheat said. 
 Work to replace water and 
sewer pipes under the two 

avenues to prepare them for 
paving has made the riding 
rougher over the last several 
months. Work on that $5.25 
million project began in 
April 2018 and was sched-
uled to be finished in the fall 
of 2019. 
 Temperatures must be 
55 degrees and rising for 
asphalt to set right, city offi-
cials have said. Wheat noted 
that there have been stretch-
es of spring-like conditions 
over the last several weeks.
 “I’m just tired of being 
questioned about those two 
damned roads,” he said.
 In another matter, Mayor 
Johnny Magee responded to 
a Leader-Call editorial that 
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Davis back
with Laurel PD
Veteran officer unseated Hodge in primary

Wheat livid about lack of paving on 5th, 13th

Councilman sick of hearing about potholes, says it's time to
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Special election set for Feb. 11, qualifying deadline Jan. 22; council reduction discussed

Councilman Tony Wheat  shows his frustration at the pace of paving on 5th and 13th avenues. Below, Mayor Johnny Ma-
gee and city attorney Dee Dee Bassi. (Photo by Mark Thornton)
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 The man who beat 
three-term Sheriff Alex 
Hodge in the Republican 
primary has rejoined the 
Laurel Police Department.
 Macon Davis, 45, will 
be back in uniform to 
work a patrol shift in 
the city starting Sunday 
night. It will be his first 
time back in an LPD 
uniform in 20 years.
 “Being in law enforce-
ment is a calling,” said 
Davis, who worked for 
the LPD 1997-2000 and 
then went to the Jones County Sheriff’s Department through 
2008. “I miss the job, and I appreciate Chief (Tommy) Cox 
for giving me the opportunity to come back. It’s a good fit.”
 Davis said he was looking forward to get his state retire-
ment back up and going, and Cox said he was glad to get 
someone with so much experience.
 “I jumped at the chance,” Cox said. “I think I called him. 
For years, we’ve been having to recruit people. To get some-
one with the variety of experience he has is great. It’s like 
getting a 25-year guy. What’s the downside?”
 After working with the JCSD, Davis also worked as School 
Resource Officer at South Jones High School and served as 
a part-time officer at Soso Police Department after going 
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