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Turkey Day TraditionsTurkey Day Traditions
From Arlo Guthrie, to the Pledge of Allegiance to

a flask of hooch, LL-C staffers share their memories
Jim Cegielski, owner/publisher — One year, 
my older daughter Emily brought home a French 
exchange student from Ole Miss to share Thanks-

giving dinner with us. 
The French student had 
never been to a traditional 
American Thanksgiving 
dinner before and I really 
enjoyed introducing her to 
all of our American "tradi-

tions,” which included having everyone stand and 
say the Pledge of Allegiance before sitting down to 
eat, making sure everyone passed the food in the 
traditional counter-clockwise direction and in al-
phabetical order and making sure that "just as the 
pilgrims had done,” that at the end of the meal, 
everyone used their napkin to wipe the face of the 
person sitting to their left.

Sean Murphy, managing editor — "You can get 
anything you want... at Alice's Restaurant ..." That 
1960s Arlo Guthrie anthem always brings smiles. 
It has every Thanksgiving Day since 1997, when 
we gathered in a small apartment in Chattanooga, 
Tenn. The family sat in post-Turkey Day delight 
when Mom played the song — all 18 minutes of it. 
It tells the story of a young man who gets arrested 
for illegally dumping garbage, which eventually 
leads to him being found unfit to join the military at 
the height of the Vietnam War. The song is played 

on rock 'n' roll radio stations across America every 
Thanksgiving. Thursday will mark the 23rd straight 
year when family — sometimes apart and, thank 
God, together this year — will sing joyously. Three 
generations of Murphys in four-part harmony will 
sing our way through the fastest 18 minutes of our 
lives.  "Walk right in ... it's around the back ... just 
a half-mile from the railroad track ... you can get 
anything you want at Alice's Restaurant."

Mark Thornton, editor-in-chief — My favorite 
memory was when I finally “graduated” from the 

Arlo Guthrie sings "Alice's Restaurant." (Wikipedia)

Pregnant woman shot
Baby delivered at 7 months, mother in critical condition in ‘complicated case’

White

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A pregnant woman was caught 
in the crossfire when two men got 
into a shootout in the parking lot 
of Southern Hens in Moselle on 

Friday evening.
 Nykia White, 20, of Ellisville was 
in critical condition on Tuesday 
and her baby was delivered pre-
maturely, at 7 months old, sources 
with knowledge of the case report-
ed.

 The Jones County Sheriff’s De-
partment, EMServ Ambulance and 
volunteer firefighters were called to 
the business on Moselle-Seminary 
Road around 6:30 p.m. to a report 

See SHOT on A15

See MEMORIES on A15

Teaching more than speech
puts Moselle woman in prison
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A Moselle woman who 
was accused of having a 
sexual 
relation-
ship with 
a student 
in Lamar 
Coun-
ty will 
spend 
some time 
behind bars after pleading 
guilty to statutory rape.
 Jenny Christine Hipp, 40, 
was ordered in Lamar Coun-
ty Circuit Court to serve 
three years in the full-time 
custody of the Mississippi 
Department of Corrections 
and to spend four years of 
post-release supervision 
under MDOC. She was also 
ordered to pay a $2,500 fine 
and to register as a sex of-
fender, according to a report 
in The Hattiesburg Ameri-
can.
 Hipp was working as a 
speech-language pathologist 
in the Lamar County School 

District when she was 
arrested in June 2017 and 
accused of being in a sexual 
relationship with a 15-year-
old student.
 Jones County deputies as-
sisted with her arrest at the 
time at a residence in Mo-
selle. She was taken to the 
Lamar County jail and her 
bond was set at $150,000. 
Hipp, who had been with 
the Lamar County School 
District for three years, was 
fired following her arrest.
 Hipp’s duties took her 
to more than one school in 
the district, but none of the 
acts that she was charged 
with took place on school 
grounds, school officials said 
at the time of her arrest.
 Lamar County Schools 
Superintendent Tess Smith 
said she received a com-
plaint about Hipp on June 
15, 2017, and began “an 
immediate investigation.” 
When criminal behavior 
was alleged, the matter was 
turned over to the Lamar 
County District Attorney’s 
Office, Smith said.

Hipp

Body found on boat ramp, 
suspect in custody

Ventura

By Mark Thornton
and Jack Hammett

 Police found the body of a Hispanic man 
on a boat ramp in Eastabuchie in Jones 
County on Sunday, and a suspect is in cus-
tody in an investigation led by the Forrest 
County Sheriff’s Department.
 The Jones County Sheriff’s Office 
received a call just before noon Sunday 

See BODY on A15


