
From staff reports

 Almost three weeks after 
candidates began quali-
fying to run for office, in-
cumbent supervisors have 
not filed to run in Beat 2 or 
Beat 5. 
 The list is growing longer 
for the district that covers 
Soso and the surrounding 
area, but no one has filed 
to run in Beat 5, which in-
cludes Laurel. That seat is 
held by longtime Supervi-
sor Jerome Wyatt. Qual-
ifying continues through 
March 1 at 5 p.m.
 Richy Seals joined a 
group of Republicans that 
includes Chad Boykin, 
Mike Bush, Larry Dykes 
and Michael Phillips seek-
ing the Beat 2 seat. School 
board member Ronnie 
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editor@leader-call.com

 A young Laurel man with a history of as-
saults that sent him to jail is continuing that 
violent streak behind bars.
 Charles K. Darby, 22, is accused of seriously 
beating another inmate while they were in 
the Jones County Adult Detention Center 
together back in May.
 According to the arrest affidavit that 
was obtained by the Leader-Call, an 
unidentified inmate claimed that he 
was sitting across from Darby at the 
bottom of another bunk when another 
inmate “was beating on the bunk.”
 When asked to stop, the other in-
mate “got in his face wanting to fight,” 
the affidavit continued. That’s when 
Darby “hit (the victim) in the back of 
his head and then continued to beat 
on him,” punching him in the face and 
head area.
 The victim had to get medical atten-
tion for a broken left arm and injuries 
to his right eye, nose, head and lip.
 The name of the other inmates 
involved were redacted from the arrest affidavit that the Lead-
er-Call had to pay a fee to obtain. But circuit court records — 
which were free and readily available — show that the inmate 
who was beaten was Cody Barefoot. Darby told investigators 
that he was trying to break up a fight between Barefoot and 
DeAudre Shannon, according to circuit court documents.
 Darby was charged with aggravated assault. He was already 
incarcerated for charges of domestic aggravated assault and two 
counts of armed robbery and was being held on $105,000 bond.
 In January 2015, when Darby was 18, he was charged with 
aggravated assault for stabbing a 43-year-old man who was 
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• Hilda Grant Bowden

• Mildred Mavis Goldman

• Harold Cecil Morgan

• Joe Donald Moss
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Violence
at the jail
Beating on bunk led to

severe beating of inmate
at sheriff-run facility

Darby told 
investigators that 

he robbed the 
men to get money 

because (his girl-
friend) wanted to 
go to Black Spring 

Break on the 
Mississippi 
Gulf Coast.

Darby

Highway 184 bridge to remain closed
The Mississippi Department of Transpor-
tation issued a statement about Highway 

184, which has been closed near Dixie 
Electric since Dec. 28 because of a bridge 

that was damaged during flash-flooding. 
The road will remain closed “for the fore-

seeable future,” until the bridge is repaired 
or replaced, according to the MDOT 

press release. The bridge over Dry Swamp 
Creek was struck by a large tree and large 

amounts of debris from a structure that 
washed downstream, while rushing water 
washed away a significant amount of the 
surrounding bank and west bridge abut-

ment. Engineers are evaluating the bridge’s 
condition and the best plan to address the 

damage. Traffic should detour to U.S. High-
way 84 until the bridge is operational.
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More supe
candidates

added to mix
New candidate for 
tax assessor, sheriff 
opponent qualifies

Taking on corruption

Stacy Walls, who is running for District 3 Justice Court Judge, speaks at the Citizens 
Against Corruption meeting at the Sandersville Community Center on Thursday night. Be-
side her is District 3 Constable candidate Mike Sims, who is a CAC founding member. More 
than 50 people attended the forum and a handful of other candidates also spoke. Only 
candidates who had never held the office they were seeking were allowed to speak. A full 
report and more photos will be in Tuesday’s edition. (Photo by Mark Thornton)


