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 After the biggest upset of 
the 2015 Jones County elec-
tion, a rematch of Republi-

cans will be on 
the ballot in 
August.
 Andy Dial 
has qualified to 
run for super-
visor of District 
4, a post that 
he held for five 

terms before being beaten 
by former employee and 
current Supervisor David 
Scruggs almost four years 
ago. Dial was president of 
the Board of Supervisors at 
the time.
 Dial, who went to work 
for Beat 2 Supervisor Danny 
Roy Spradley last year, filed 
his qualifying papers this 
week. Dial will be on the 
Republican primary ballot in 
August and the winner will 
face Michael James, who 
qualified as an Independent, 
in November. 
 Qualifying is open through 
5 p.m. on March 1.

 The only other new qual-
ifier from this week, as of 
Friday morning, was Jessie 
James Maxey, who qualified 
as a Republican to run for 
District 3 supervisor. He 
will be on the ballot with 
incumbent Barry Saul and 
challengers Phil Dickerson 

and Randy Norwood, all of 
whom are also running as 
Republicans.
 Incumbent Supervisors 
Jerome Wyatt (District 5) 
and Spradley have yet to 
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CHILI COOK-OFF TODAY IN DOWNTOWN LAUREL

‘This was evil’
Police: Woman, 31, beats, chokes 12-year-old boy

‘Dial’ed in for a rematch

Goldman

Andy Dial, right, talks to Supervisor Danny Roy Sprad-
ley on Election Day in 2015. Dial lost that race to David 
Scruggs. The two will meet again in this year’s election. 
(LL-C file photo)

Scruggs

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A Sandersville woman is behind bars after being 
accused of severely beating a young boy in her home 
on South Pine Street on Wednesday.

 Laura Goldman, 31, was charged with child abuse 
after a 12-year-old boy who was in her care showed 
visible signs of abuse, Sandersville Police Chief Tony 
Hosey said.
 “The boy’s dad brought him to the police depart-
ment,” he said. “It was a felony by visible evidence.”

 The boy had large red marks on his throat, neck 
chest and upper back and told officers that Goldman 
hit him “with a closed fist five or six times, slapped 
him numerous times, shoved him on the bed and put 

See EVIL on A8

Ex-supervisor Dial qualifies to face Scruggs again

See ELECTION on A8

Suspicious blaze

A two-story brick home outside of Ellisville burned early Tuesday and investigators have 
deemed it a suspicious fire. The home at 15 Arrington Road, which belongs to James 
and Amy Ainsworth, had not been occupied for several days, but most of their personal 
property and their four dogs were still at the residence, according to reports. Something 
that “sounded like an explosion” awakened a neighbor around 4 a.m., who went outside 
and saw the fire. Volunteers from South, Southwest, Moselle and Calhoun responded, 
and when they arrived, the home was engulfed in flames and the roof had collapsed. Mrs. 
Ainsworth said that three of the dogs were not accounted for. The Jones County Sheriff’s 
Department and AAA Ambulance Service were also on scene. The circumstance surround-
ing the fire are suspicious and are being investigated by Jones County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and the state fire marshal’s office. 
— By PIO Dana Bumgardner/Jones County Fire Council


