
By Sean Murphy
murph@leader-call.com

 The Laurel Police De-
partment snagged a pair of 
accused methamphetamine 
dealers inside the city limits 
without the use of any mili-
tary-style equipment nor live 
Facebook video to go with it.
 It was the keen eyes of a 
hotel visitor that led to the 
arrest.
 Javis Warren, 31, and 
Alton Thomas, 33, were 
arrested and charged with 
possession of metham-
phetamine with intent to 
distribute. They had their 
initial appearance in Laurel 
Municipal Court last Mon-
day, where Warren’s bond 
was set at $10,000 and 
Thomas’ at $15,000. The 
two also were charged with 
possession of marijuana and 
possession of paraphernalia.
 A patron of the Rodeway 
Inn on Jefferson Street last 
Sunday walked past a room 
and noticed someone inside 
smoking out of a glass pipe, 
said LPD narcotics officer 
Jake Driskell.
 Officer Seth Crabtree 
responded to the room and 
when Thomas opened the 
door, Warren was lying on 
the bed with a glass pipe 
next to him, Driskell said.
 A search of the room 

revealed lines of meth on a 
dresser. Behind the head-
board of one of the beds, 
50 grams of marijuana and 
three baggies of crystal 
meth that measured 8.7 
grams were found, Driskell 
said. Digital scales also were 
discovered and the two men 
arrested were known users, 
Driskell said.
 “That much meth is not 
for personal use,” Driskell 
said. “They were charged 
with possession with intent 
because of the amount.”
 Driskell said the street 
value of the meth ranged 
from about $250 to $650, 
depending on what quantity 
it was sold.
 The two men were taken 
to the Jones County Adult 
Detention Center by officer 
Michael Washington and 
on Monday were still in the 
county jail.
 “Seth Crabtree and that 
shift has done a really good 
job of getting drugs off 
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this day in history
March 12

1789: The U.S. Post Office is estab-

lished. 

1884: Mississippi authorizes the first 
state-supported college for women. It 

is called the Mississippi Industrial Insti-

tute and College. 

1894: In Vicksburg, Coca-Cola is sold in 
bottles for the first time. 

deaths • a3
• Ann L. Goleman

• Charlotte Doris Quin

• Donna Kay Taylor-Nix
• Carolyn Turner
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City cops make bust at motel;
suspects remain in county clink

Thomas Warren

Coast killer with coke 
gets 16 years in clink

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A convicted murderer from the coast, 
who had been ordered to serve two life 
sentences but was out in 10 years, is 
back behind bars after being caught 
with a large amount of cocaine in Jones 
County.
 Robert Roy Casey, 61, was ordered 
to serve 16 years in prison and pay 
a $30,000 fine after a Jones County 
jury found him guilty of possession of 
cocaine. Assistant District Attorney 

Kristen Martin prosecut-
ed the case.
 Judge Dal Williamson 
sentenced Casey, and the 
prosecutor was pleased 
with the amount of pris-
on time he received.
 Casey was arrested in 
September 2012 after a 
traffic stop by Harrison 
County Deputy John Putnam on Inter-
state 59 in Jones County. The deputy 
was working drug interdiction in Jones 
County as part of an interlocal agree-

ment. Casey was a backseat passenger 
in the vehicle and vacuum-sealed bags 
of powder cocaine and compressed 
marijuana were discovered in his 
crotch area, according to court papers.
 Putnam felt an “oblong and lumpy 
object” and believed it could be a gun, 
according to court papers and testi-
mony. He also said that Casey “kept 
pulling away, resisting.”
 Casey was out on parole after being 
convicted of murder and armed rob-

Casey

9 tons of relief

Volunteer firefighters from across Jones County helped 
gather and deliver relief supplies to tornado-ravaged Lee 
County, Ala., on Sunday morning. Volunteer firefighters 
from Calhoun, Powers and Union were part of a drive that 
collected 18,000 pounds of supplies through Saturday then 
left at 5 a.m. Sunday to deliver them to The Dream Cen-

ter, which is an outreach of the Church of the Highlands in 
Opelika. An F-4 tornado struck the area on March 3, killing 
23 people and injuring almost 100. Director Wes Harrell 
thanked Jones Countians and all of the donors for the sup-
plies in a video message that’s posted on the Leader-Call’s 
Facebook page. (Photo submitted)
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