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 A Soso man who was dismissed from drug 
court is accused of getting high and breaking 
into the home of a tornado victim and falling 
asleep on Tuesday night.
 James Ezell, 28, was charged with burglary 
of a dwelling after Sgt. Brennon Chancellor 
of the Jones County Sheriff’s Department 
found him sleeping in Percy 
Moore’s home on Feedmill 
Road just before midnight, 
according to the affidavit 
read by Judge Billie Graham 
in Jones County Justice 
Court on Wednesday.
 Graham set his bond at 
$5,000 and ordered he not 
have contact with the victim.
 The home had been undergoing repair 
after being damaged by the Easter tornado 
on April 12 and the family was displaced. 
When Moore and Chancellor responded 
to an alarm call there at 11:28 p.m., they 
discovered a back door of the home had been 
kicked in and there were muddy footprints 
on it and the floor. Chancellor entered the 
residence and found Ezell sleeping in a back 
bedroom and took him into custody, accord-
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 Robin Robinson won 
Tuesday’s runoff election 
for the District 88 seat in 
the Mississippi House of 
Representatives following 
the resignation of Ramona 
Blackledge over legislative pay conflicting 
with her state retirement.
 Robinson won the House District 88 
election with 1,415 votes (65.5 percent) 
over Jason Dykes’ 42 votes (1.9 percent) 
and Michael Walker’s 703 votes (32.5 per-
cent). Polls closed at 7 p.m. Tuesday and 
Robinson gained a quick lead of 505 votes 
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 During the reignited debate on 
whether the flag sends racist messages, 
Laurel Mayor Johnny Magee signed 
an executive order on Tuesday to take 
down State of Mississippi flags from 
city properties.
 At a Tuesday morning press confer-
ence in the City Hall rotunda, Jimmy 
Walker, owner of Ford Lincoln Kia 
in Laurel, stood 
with an emotion-
al Magee as the 
mayor read and 
signed the execu-
tive order. At one 
point, the mayor 
paused for a full 
minute as he held 
back tears. The 
executive order, 
effective the day 
of signing, calls 
for the flags to be 
donated to the library or other places 
that will keep them for posterity.
 “Whereas through the ages, these 
banners have themselves grown to 
exemplify the traits that define the very 
fabric of the society they represent and 
have served as a means to unify, rally 
the spirit and passion of the citizens to 
one voice and purpose of the state, all 
of which demonstrates the significance 
given to these flag emblems,” Magee 
read. “And whereas the current flag 
hovering above the State Capitol of the 
state of Mississippi was adopted as the 
state flag by the Mississippi legislature 
in 1894, and the upper-left portion 
of this flag is often referred to as the 
Confederate battle flag.”
 Magee went on to say the battle 
standard is a symbol of divisiveness 
and racial transgressions throughout 
the state’s history, “none of which rep-
resents the ideals and principles of our 
great nation, proud state and vibrant 
city.”
 “There comes a point in time in the 
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By the Numbers
                                     Cases   Deaths
Mississippi ....... 23,424 .....1,011
Covington Co. ........248 ........... 5 
Forrest County .......742 ..........42
Jasper County........218 ........... 6
Jones County .........965 ..........48
Smith County ........192 ..........11
Wayne County .......446 ........... 8
As of June 23; From Miss. Dept. of Health
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Jimmy Walker, owner of Laurel Ford Lincoln Kia, watches from the steps of Laurel City Hall as 
the State of Mississippi flag is taken down by a Parks and Recreation Director Elvin Ulmer. Mayor 
Johnny Magee signed the executive order to remove the flag from city government properties. 
(Photo by Jack Hammett)
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