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JC Media Relations

 Jones College students 
can be leaders who make 
a difference, the COO of 
the Mississippi Economic 
Council told them at the 
college’s annual Black His-
tory Leadership program. 
 Cathy Northington over-
came many obstacles, like 
leaving college to have a 
child and being raised by 
her grandmother, but she 
discovered a way to be a 
leader in her field.
 “I remember complaining 
to my grandmother, ‘I’m 
tired and I want to stop 
working. I don’t feel like my 
voice is being heard the way 
I wanted it to be heard,’” 
Northington said to JC 
students. “My no-nonsense 
grandma, in her meek and 
mild manner, told me, ‘It’s 

not about you. It’s about 
what you can do for others.’ 
That was the gut punch I 
needed. At that moment, I 
knew that I needed to lead 
to make a difference.”
 The Jackson native 
studied marketing at Mis-
sissippi College and gradu-
ated from the Institute for 
Organization Management, 
an intensive four-year non-
profit leadership training 
program conducted by the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
at the University of Geor-
gia. She was able to rise to 
the top as Chief Operating 
Officer of the MEC, Missis-
sippi’s leading and largest 
broad-based business 
organization. She worked 
part-time before becoming 
MEC’s Senior Vice Presi-
dent and Chief Adminis-
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today in history
Feb. 21

1848: The Communist Manifes-

to is published by Karl Marx and 

Friedrich Engels.

1947: Edwin Land demonstrates 

the Polaroid Land Camera to 

the Optical Society of America 

in New York City. It is the first 
camera to take, develop and 

print a picture on photo paper 

all in about 60 seconds. The 

photos were black and white. 

The camera goes on sale the 

following year.

1995: Chicago stockbroker 

Steve Fossett becomes the first 
person to fly solo across the 
Pacific Ocean in a balloon. He 
lands in Leader, Saskatchewan, 

Canada.
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Mixed results
Laurel boys, NEJ ousted

from hoops playoffs;
Lady Tornadoes advance

‘It’s not about you. It’s about what you can do for others.’

JC students can make difference,
Black History Month speaker says

Cathy Northington tells students how to be a leader that makes a difference as Dr. 
Samuel Jones listen on stage. (Photo by Teresa McCreery/JC)

Back behind bars
Breland makes it 9 hours before being booked back in jail

Breland on
Wednesday

night

Breland 
over the
weekend

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A jailbird who was released from his 
cage was back behind bars that night and 
again over the weekend.
 Curtis “Bo” Breland, 51, was charged 
with burglary and impersonating an 
officer in December 2017 after taking a 
chainsaw and other items that belonged 
to an 86-year-old woman. He had re-
portedly offered to cut and remove a pine 

tree that had fallen in her driveway, but 
instead, he took the saw and other items 
and loaded them in his pickup, which 
had blue lights installed, according to a 
report from the Jones County Sheriff’s 
Department.
 Breland was released on Wednesday at 
2:15 p.m., with the understanding that 
he return the chainsaw, said District At-
torney Tony Buckley. Breland made it as 
a free man for about nine hours. He was 
booked back into the Jones County Adult 

Detention Center by 11:24 that night, 
charged with public drunkenness.
 “Happy Valentine’s Day to one of our 
career criminals,” Buckley wrote on 
Facebook, with Breland’s booking photo 
attached. “Look on his face is priceless.”
 Breland was released again on Friday, 
and was arrested again over the weekend 
for disturbance of family, according to 
jail records. Breland was released on 
Monday. The chainsaw was not re-
turned, Buckley said.

Getting things mapped out
for candidates and voters

Supervisors OK’d a Jones County 
map that has clearly drawn district 

lines for upcoming county elec-
tions. The circuit clerk’s office and 

Clark Engineering worked together 
on the project, and supervisors 

approved it in Tuesday morning’s 
meeting. “A lot of candidates 

have been requesting this,” board 
attorney and Chief Administrative 
Officer Danielle Ashley said. One 

minor change will have to be made 
in District 4, but as soon as that’s 

done, the map will be available to 
candidates and the public at the 

circuit clerk’s office and online. 
The map shows the five different 
supervisor districts and the three 
different justice court/constable 
districts. Looking over the map 

is Circuit Clerk Concetta Brooks 
and District 4 Supervisor David 

Scruggs. At left is District 3 Super-
visor Barry Saul and Wiley Picker-

ing of Clark Engineering. 
(Photo by Mark Thornton)

Macon Davis: 
‘People deserve 
full-time sheriff’
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A local law enforcement veter-
an of 20-plus years has decided 
to run for sheriff of 
Jones County.
 Macon Davis, 44, 
of Soso filed his 
qualifying papers 
at the circuit clerk’s 
office and is run-
ning as a Republi-
can.
 He started his 
career in 1995 at the Soso Police 
Department, then joined the 
Laurel Police Department before 
going to the Jones County Sher-
iff’s Department in 2000 to serve 
under Sheriff Larry Dykes. He 
left the department in 2005 to 
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