
By Tori Ellis
For the Leader-Call

 Bush Dairy Road looks 
better and brighter thanks 
to the newly renovated 
home done by HGTV stars 
Ben and Erin Napier for last 
week’s episode of “Home 
Town.”
 Community Bank hosted 
an open house on Tuesday 
afternoon for homeown-
er Alise Mathews. With a 
newly renovated bathroom 
and spacious backyard with 
a view, Mathews now calls 
Bush Dairy Road her new 
home.
 “My favorite part of the 
house is the kitchen. I spend 
a lot of time cooking and 
baking,” said Mathews. “All 
the tiny details Erin put into 
making this kitchen per-
fect for me was incredible. 
From the stencil work on 
the wood (her favorite part 
of the entire home) to the 
functionality of the stove 

in the island, the kitchen is 
perfect and ideal for enter-
taining friends.”
 Mathews’ overall bud-
get was $75,000 — and 
$62,500 of that went to 
renovations after she paid 
$12,500 for the tiny house 
that was in need of plenty 
of TLC. It was the lowest 
budget ever on an episode of 
“Home Town,” and the Na-
piers and their crew were up 
to the challenge. The house 
had to have new HVAC, 

electrical and plumbing, 
as well as all the cosmetic 
upgrades that were shown 
on TV. 
 “I genuinely had no idea 
how they would save the 
bathroom since I had a 
difficult time envisioning 
how they would relocate 
the shower and make the 
space functional and beau-
tiful,” Mathews said. “They 
completely blew me away 
with the bathroom! It’s the 
perfect size, with so much 

storage space.” 
 Mathews moved in to her 
new home just three days 
after she received her keys 
on Dec. 15. 
 “I’m the type of person 
who doesn’t like making 
decisions, so being able to 
have professionals come in 
and renovate a house for 
me was the ideal situation,” 
Mathews said. 
 Being part of the revi-

talization of Laurel was a 
priority to Mathews, so she 
was eager to find an older 
home and bring it back to 
life inside and out.
 “I was prepared to pur-
chase a majority of the 
furniture used for staging. 
My must-keep was my 
custom-designed couch 
from Lott Furniture. I do 
not think people in Laurel 

From staff reports

 A Moselle man who is believed to be a 
major methamphetamine and marijua-
na dealer is behind bars after narcotics 
investigators with the Jones County 
Sheriff’s Department’s executed a search 
warrant at his home on 
Thursday.
 Joseph “Kid Rock” 
Stringer, 32, was charged 
with possession of meth-
amphetamine with intent 
to distribute, conspiracy to 
deliver meth and posses-
sion of marijuana with 
intent to distribute after 
investigators searched his 
home at 81 Ovett-Moselle Road.
 Several suspects were detained during 
the search, which turned up a quart-
sized plastic bag that contained what 
was believed to be meth and several 
gallon-sized bags with different strains 
of marijuana, according to a Facebook 
post by the JCSD. Investigators also 
recovered paraphernalia that is associ-
ated with drug use and distribution, two 
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Big one

in Ellisville

Heated rivals

West Jones, South Jones

renew rivalry tonight

at Ellisville at 7

on this day
March 12

1793: The Holy Roman Emperor 

formally declares war on France.  

1804: The Louisiana Purchase 

is divided into the District of 

Louisiana and the Territory of 

Orleans. 

1945: In the Aleutians, the 

battle of Komandorski begins 

when the Japanese attempt to 

reinforce a garrison at Kiska and 

are intercepted by a U.S. naval 

force.

1953: Dr. Jonas Salk announced 

a new vaccine that would pre-

vent polio.

1992: In Indianapolis, heavy-

weight boxing champion Mike 

Tyson is found guilty of rape. He 

was sentenced to six years in 

prison. He only serves three.

2000: The Seattle Kingdome is 

imploded to make room for a 

new football stadium. 
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See ROCK on A11

Kid Rock
busted

Accused meth dealer jailed

Drugs, money and guns seized from Kid 
Rock by the JCSO. (Photo by JCSO)

Joseph
“Kid Rock” 
Springer

Well-wishers gather in the living room at the open house 
of Alicia Mathews’ home that was featured on “Home 
Town.” (Photos by Tori Ellis)

Home Town on Bush Dairy Road

The front of the home on Bush Dairy Road.

See HOME on A11

MISDEMEANOR OF THE CENTURY

DOGGONE DELAY
Lawyers argue it doesn’t matter if sheriff’s seizure was unconstitutional
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 Lawyers for Sheriff Alex 
Hodge and the Humane 
Society of the United States 
didn’t argue that the sei-
zure of an elderly couple’s 
five dogs was legal. 
 They made the argu-
ment that since neither 
the sheriff nor HSUS had 
possession of Col. David 
and Mary Ellen Sennes’ 
personal pets, the lawsuit 
against them for replev-
in — a legal term for the 
return of seized property — 
should be dismissed. 
 It will be at least two 
more months before Judge 
Dal Williamson rules on 
the motions that were 
made before him during a 
two-hour hearing in Jones 
County Circuit Court in 
Laurel on Monday.
 “Jones County was not 
in possession (of the dogs) 
at the commencement 
of the lawsuit,” argued Hodge’s 
attorney, Will Allen of Brookhaven. 
“We proved Jones County didn’t 
have possession. They transferred 
possession on July 17. Even if the 
seizure was unconstitutional, Jones 
County gave possession of the dogs 
to the Humane Society.”
 HSUS attorney Scott Ellzey of 
Gulfport agreed, saying, “Possession 
is a required element” of a replevin 
case. “There may well be concerns 
about the constitutionality of the 
seizure … it’s the plaintiffs’ preroga-
tive to pursue those remedies.”
 J. Ronald Parrish, attorney for 
the Sennes, said the seizing agency 
should be held responsible for the 
property that was seized.

 “They’re using the ‘I ain’t got it no 
more’ defense,” Parrish said, and 
that’s a dangerous precedent for a 
court to set, he added.
 “You might as well take the 
replevin statute and throw it in the 
toilet,” he said. “All you’d have to 
do is take someone’s property, and 
they might have taken it wrongfully, 
then say ‘I ain’t got it no more,’ and 
that’s the end of it.”
 Lee Thames of the Attorney 
General’s Office was also at the 
hearing to answer questions that 
were raised by Parrish regarding the 
constitutionality of the seizure at the 
Sennes’ property on Lyon Ranch 
Road on July 11. 
 “Mississippi has a higher thresh-

old for protecting personal property 
than the U.S. Constitution,” Thames 
said. 
 Williamson had a terse exchange 
with Thames at one point for not 
answering a question directly.
 The judge had asked Thames if he 
would admit that he believed a state 
law was unconstitutional.
 “I understand the distaste for how 
the statute was performed in this 
case,” Thames said. “(The Sennes) 
may have felt like their constitu-
tional rights were violated, but that 
doesn’t mean the statute is uncon-
stitutional.”
 Williamson told him he was 
“dodging the issue” and told him 

Attorney J. Ronald Parrish makes his argument as Sheriff Alex Hodge’s attor-
ney Will Allen, left, looks on and Lee Thames of the AG’s Office listens. 
(Photo by Mark Thornton)

See DOG on A11

Blue Star Memorial 

Ceremony set for April 3 

at Laurel City Hall

deaths • a3
• Larry Taft Edwards

• Ida Marie Keyes

‘All you’d have to do is take someone’s 
property, and they might have taken 
it wrongfully, then say ‘I ain’t got it no 
more,’ and that’s the end of it.’
Attorney J. Ronald Parrish


