
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 One teenager is headed to 
prison and another is perma-
nently scarred after a so-called 
“prank” for the internet went 
horribly wrong.
 Jadarius Gillum, 18, of 
Laurel was ordered to serve 10 
years in the full-time custody 
of the Mississippi Department 
of Corrections after pleading 
guilty to aggravated assault in 
the burning and disfigurement 
of then-13-year-old Uriaus 
Young’s face, neck and upper 
body.

 “It was just a prank,” Gillum 
said during his plea agreement 
in Jones County Circuit Court, 
adding that Young was “like 
his little brother.”
 Judge Dal Williamson, obvi-
ously disturbed after looking 
at the photos of the victim in 
the hospital, said, “This was 
not a prank. (Young) will have 
to live with being disfigured 
for the rest of his life. Every 
time this young man looks in 
the mirror, he will be taken 
back to the day this horrible 
thing happened to him. I hope 
you never forget what you did, 
Mr. Gillum.”

 Prosecutor Dennis Bisnette 
told the court that the burning 
was done to post on TikTok, 
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By the Numbers
                                     Cases     Deaths
Mississippi ..... 140,429 .....3,642
Covington Co. .....1,142 ..........34
Forrest County ....3,548 ..........85
Jasper County........788 ..........21
Jones County ......3,371 ..........87
Smith County ........672 ..........16
Wayne County ....1,142 ..........22
Numbers were last updated by the  Miss. 

Department of Health on Nov. 19
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Magee seeking 3rd term

Mayor Johnny Magee (Photo by Jack Hammett)

From 'prank'
to prison

Teen gets 10 years for setting face of 
young friend on fire for internet challenge Uriaus Young resting at home 

with scars all over his upper 
body. (Photo submitted)

Mayor first elected in ’13

See PRISON on A12

Judge 
dismisses 

embezzler’s 
excuses

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A woman who stole almost 
$100,000 from Jones County Junior 
College has barely made a dent in 
what she owes 10 years after being 
convicted of embezzlement.
 Tracy Laird, 50, was ordered to 
appear before Judge Dal Williamson 
in Jones County Circuit Court for 
failing to make monthly payments as 
ordered by the court. At the time of 
her court appearance, records showed 
that she had not paid anything to the 
circuit clerk’s office since June 2019. 
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By Jack Hammett
reporter@leader-call.com

 Mayor Johnny Magee is running for 
re-election.
 Streets, infrastructure and bringing 
businesses into Laurel are his platforms 
for the upcoming term, as they were for 
this one — the eight-year incumbent 
said he feels he and his administration 
accomplished what they set out to do 
four years ago. He said he wants to pro-
vide services for “the people who pay 
the bills — the citizens — and keeping 
their city bills reasonable.”
 “Our biggest complaint from people 
is the condition of the streets,” Magee 
said. “When we first came into office, 
we borrowed $10 million for street 
paving, and that $10 million didn’t go 
a long way because our streets were in 
such bad shape.”
 Paving one mile of street runs be-
tween $650,000 and $750,000, and it 
was unrealistic for the city to borrow 
money for every street re-paved. But 
it’s also unrealistic to introduce tax 
increases over and over.
 Between legislative funds and one 4 
millage tax increase from 2018, the city 
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Former JC employee 
blames disabilities, record 
for not being able to work

"I was in the shower … 
he knocked on the door and his 
skin was dripping on the floor.

I wanted to kill somebody. 
I had a baseball bat ready 

to go find them.”
Monique Terrell, victim's mother


