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 A Rustin man with an explosive 
history with local law enforcement 
is behind bars after being accused 
of sexually assaulting a young girl.
 Daniel Hodge, 36, was charged 
with sexual battery and booked 
into the Jones County Adult 
Detention Center on Wednesday 
morning, Sgt. 
J.D. Carter of the 
Jones County 
Sheriff’s Depart-
ment said. He 
made his initial 
appearance in 
Jones County 
Justice Court 
that afternoon, 
where Judge Da-
vid Lyons set his bond at $5,000 
and ordered him to have no con-
tact with the accuser or her family.
 Hodge was accused of “inappro-
priately touching” a 13-year-old 
family acquaintance back in Janu-
ary at his residence on Jesse Byrd 
Road. The girl was taken to the 
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Docs sound alarm on COVID strain in state
Jones County sees few cases 

but surge may appear in weeks
'We did 
predict a 
few weeks 
ago that 
the Delta 
variant 
would be the predominant 
strain circulating in the 
state of Mississippi, and 
we know that it’s far more 
contagious than strains 
that have previously been 
identified in our state.'

Dr. Thomas Dobbs

Vaccinations at SCRMC
 Those 12 or older are eligible to be vaccinated at South 
Central Regional Medical Center’s COVID Vaccination 
Clinic available each Friday at South Central Place, 2260 
Highway 15 North, with walk-in spots available from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. No appointment is required.  
 SCRMC will also host a vaccine clinic from 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m. July 23. Those who are interested in receiving a 
COVID-19 vaccination are not required to be an established 
patient at SCRMC and/or South Central Clinics. There is 
no out-of-pocket expense to individuals. South Central asks 
that those attending bring their driver’s license.  
 Vaccinations provided at South Central COVID-19 
Vaccine Clinic are administered by medical professionals. 
Those who have had severe reactions from previous vac-
cines or injectable medications should consult with their 
medical provider about vaccination before scheduling an 
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By Cam Bonelli
reporter@leader-call.com

 Because of the increase of the Delta variant across 
the state, the Mississippi State Department of Health 
advised anyone 65 or over or has a serious under-
lying chronic medical condition should avoid any 
masked indoor gathering of any sort for the next few 
weeks, said State Health Officer Dr. Thomas Dobbs 
Friday.
 “Through July 26, if you are over 65 or you have 
chronic medical conditions that would put you at 
high-risk for COVID, even if you’ve been vaccinated, 
we want you to stay away from indoor mass gather-
ings,” Dobbs said. “We have a lot of COVID circulat-
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Mom, son found
dead in home

Jones County Sheriff's Department, Jones County deputy coroner and Powers Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment personnel stand on scene at the home of a mother and son found dead in home off Colonel Road. 
(Photo by Cam Bonelli)

By Cam Bonelli
reporter@leader-call.com

 A mother and son who lived 
off Colonel Road near Highway 
184 were found dead in their 
home Wednesday morning.
 Powers Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment and EMServ Ambulance 
were dispatched to a medical 
emergency after 88-year-old 
Helen Hammac’s heart monitor 
alerted irregularities around 

11:30 a.m. When Powers vol-
unteers arrived on scene, they 
entered through the back of the 
residence and discovered Robert 
Hammac, 57, dead. After going 
to the back of the home, his 
mother was found dead as well. 
 The mother and son ap-
peared to have been “deceased 
for an extended period of 
time” before being discovered, 
JCSD’s report noted. Patrick 
Oster with JCSD is leading the 

investigation along with Dep-
uty Coroner Ernest Holling-
sworth, who confirmed the 
identities of the victims.
 Both appeared to have died of 
natural causes and no foul play 
was suspected, Hollingsworth 
said. 
 “It looked like the son died 
and was the caretaker of the 
mother,” Hollingsworth said. 
 The deaths are still under 
investigation.

Heart monitor irregularities alerted emergency workers


