
 Mississippi public schools will remain 
closed for the next four weeks to protect pub-
lic health and slow the spread of COVID-19, 
Gov. Tate Reeves announced Thursday. 
 Reeves signed an executive order instruct-
ing the Mississippi Department of Education 
to keep all public schools closed throughout 
the state until April 17.
 The governor made the announcement via 

Facebook Live.
  "This is not a decision that I take lightly,” 
he said. “In fact, in my nearly 17 years of 

serving the public, it is perhaps the hardest 
decision I've ever had to make. I made this 
decision because I believe it's in the best 
interest of all of our fellow Mississippians. 
I know our teachers and our administrators 
will step up during these challenging times.” 
 Local school leaders are expected to meet 
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 An Ohio woman who told a judge she is 
“not a violent person” is accused of pushing 
a steel rod through her oldest son’s head and 
leaving his body in a Laurel hotel as she fled 
to New Orleans with her two younger sons.
 That’s one of the disturbing details that 

came out in the initial 
appearance of 33-year-
old Latina Oates of 
Powell, Ohio, who is 
charged with first-degree 
murder in the death of 
her 11-year-old son Josh. 
Judge Kyle Robertson 
denied bond for the de-
fendant in Laurel Munic-
ipal Court on Thursday.
    “This was a very 
violent offense,” Assis-
tant District Attorney 
Dennis Bisnette said. 
“It took place over a 
prolonged period. There 
was blunt-force trauma 

… a 5-pound metal object was forced into the 
victim’s head, and it didn’t occur quickly.”
 The affidavit that Robertson read in court 
said that Laurel officers responded to a call 
just before noon Tuesday at Hampton Inn, 
where a young black male was found in the 
bathroom of a third-floor room “face down 
in a pool of blood … with a metal pipe lodged 
through his skull.” Oates was developed as a 
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Latina Oates, 33, of Powell, Ohio, is led into Laurel police headquarters by Laurel police Sgt. 
Rodrigus Carr for her initial appearance in Laurel Municipal Court. (Photo by Jack Hammett)
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