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 A Laurel man was found dead in his home 
with a gunshot wound to the head on Sunday 
afternoon, and Laurel police are 
seeking the public’s help to find a 
suspect.
 Laurel Police Chief Tommy 
Cox did not identify the victim, 
but family members said the 
deceased was 42-year-old George 
Hosey at 106 11th St., just off 1st 
Avenue.
 Investigators are “currently 
seeking information on any sus-
picious activity in 
the area between 
the hours of 6 
a.m. and noon,” 
Cox said in a press 
release.
 “He didn’t 
bother nobody,” 
39-year-old broth-
er Sonny Murry said, choking back tears. “All he 
did was work every day … and someone shot him 
in the back of the head while he was asleep. They 
took his life like he was nobody.”
 Cox said that a relative called the LPD just be-
fore 3 p.m. to report that the man had been found 
in his apartment suffering from what appeared to 
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Sheriff again requests $8.6 million;
increase would require tax hike, CFO says
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 Sheriff Alex Hodge de-
clined to fill out a question-
naire in the Leader-Call’s 
free Election Guide that’s 
in today’s edition. But the 
three-term sheriff did answer 
the most important item on 
Friday when he turned in his 
proposed budget for Fiscal 
Year 2020 to the Board of 
Supervisors.
 Hodge is asking for a little 
more than $8.6 million — a 
55 percent increase from 
the $5.5 million budget he 
received from the board last 
year, according to paperwork 
obtained by the Leader-Call 
on Friday.
 All county department 
heads were required to turn 
in their budgets to Chief Financial Offi-
cer Charles Miller by 5 p.m. on Friday. 
Hodge’s proposed total is $8,609,613.
 It would not be possible to allocate that 

much for the sheriff’s department without 
a tax increase, Miller said last year, after 
Hodge initiated a battle with the board 
over his budget.
 It would take a tax hike of 10 mills to 

give the sheriff what he asked for, Miller 
said, and the law only allows for super-
visors to raise taxes by 3.5 mills without 

Sheriff Alex Hodge, left, talks about the budget 
in a crowded hearing room last August. Hodge 

again asked for a budget of $8.6 million for the 
next fiscal year. (LLC file photo)
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‘Shot in head 
while asleep’

Police seeking public’s help to find 
suspect in deadly shooting on 11th

Anyone with information 
about this or any other 

case is encouraged to call 
the LPD at 601-399-4440 

or Crime Stoppers at 
601-428-STOP (7867). 
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