
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A man who is no stranger 
to the local emergency-re-
sponse community has 
been hired 
as the di-
rector of the 
Jones County 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency.
 Paul Shef-
field, 41, was 
hired after eight finalists 
were interviewed for the 
job by the Emergency 
Operations Center council 
last week, several sources 
reported.
 Sheffield, a Jones County 
native, is currently work-
ing as operations officer at 
Forrest County EMA, but 
he is also a deputy coroner 

By Sean Murphy
murph@leader-call.com

 The trial of a man arrest-
ed in an August 2017 dog-
fighting case is expected 
to go on trial 
this morning 
(Tuesday) 
at the court 
house in Lau-
rel.
 Push 
Seaberry is 
accused of 
organizing a dog-fighting 
operation after videos 
were found in a trailer in 
which he lived on Rose 
Lane. The seizure of the 
videos followed the rescue 
of 11 dogs that were being 
kept chained to trees in a 
wooded area behind the 
trailer park at 461 Rose 
Lane, a hotbed for police 
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today in history
Oct. 9

1781: The last major battle of 
the American Revolutionary 
War takes place in Yorktown, 
Va. The American forces, led 
by George Washington, defeat 
the British troops under Lord 
Cornwallis.

1876: Alexander Graham Bell 
and Thomas Watson make their 
longest telephone call to date. 
It is a distance of two miles.

1946: The first electric blan-
ket goes on sale in Peters-
burg, Va. 

sports • a9-a11

TENACIOUS ‘D’
West Jones extends

shutout streak
to three games with
37-0 blowout of NP

See SHOOTER on A12

ACTIVE SHOOTER
Laurel police officer Josh Welch helps guide Laurel High teachers out of the school on 
Monday. (Photo by Mark Thornton)

Agencies prep for tragedy at LHS
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 On Monday morning, dozens of 
first-responders from multiple agen-
cies prepared for something that they 
pray never happens — a shooting at 
Laurel High School.
 The Laurel Police Department 

served as incident command as mem-
bers of the Jones County Sheriff’s 
Department and Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, Laurel School Resource 
officers, Laurel Fire Department and 
Jones County Volunteer Fire Ser-
vice, EMServ Ambulance and South 
Central Regional Medical Center, the 
coroner’s office and LifeCare air am-

bulance personnel participated in the 
training. No students were present 
because of a holiday.
 “We were role-playing a simulated 
shooting,” said Sgt. Doug Dickerson 
of the LPD, who helped coordinate 
the training with Rodney Park-

Loblolly 2018: Good tunes... Good times

Tyler Tisdale, left photo, of 
Midnight Revel, sings and 
plays guitar as local guitarist 
Shelby Kemp, background, 
plays guitar at Saturday’s 
Loblolly Festival in Laurel. 
Above, children had fun in 
the park at Oak and Magno-
lia streets. 
(Photos by Mark Thornton)
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