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For 60 years, tens of thou-
sands of visitors have been 
drawn to Ligonier for the 
three-day fall festival known 
as Fort Ligonier Days, sched-
uled Oct. 11-13 this year.

2019 will mark the 60th 
time the event has been cel-
ebrated since 1960, when it 
began after the successful 
bicentennial of Fort Ligoni-
er in 1958. The bicentennial 
festivities culminated with 
an appearance by President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower to the 
fort.

While the annual festi-
val and re-enactment have 
grown and changed over the 
years, the reason for Fort 
Ligonier Days remains the 
same: the commemoration 
of the Oct. 12, 1758 battle 

at the Post of Loyalhanna, 
later known as Fort Ligonier. 
During the fight, Pennsyl-
vania Col. James Burd and 
his men defended the unfin-
ished bastion against a force 
of French and American In-
dians, holding them at bay 
with artillery fire during a 
drizzly, dark night.

Fort Ligonier will wel-
come thousands who visit 
the fort and museum during 
Fort Ligonier Days to watch 
and listen to crackling vol-
leys and booming artillery 
echo through the Laurel 
Highlands for the fort’s larg-
est re-enactment of the year.

“Witnessing the battle 
re-enactment and artillery 
demonstration is an extraor-
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Ligonier Valley High School crowned James Sarver and 
Grace Maust as its 2019 homecoming king and queen at 
the Ligonier Valley-Marion Center football game Friday 
night. Sarver’s parents are Cynthia and Daniel Sarver 
and Maust’s parents are Melissa and Michael Maust. Li-
gonier Valley won 46-0.

LV crowns 
homecoming royalty

Fort Ligonier Days will 
celebrate its Diamond Anni-
versary of 60 years during 
this year’s festival, to be held 
Oct. 11-13, in Ligonier.

The headline entertain-
ment act is Jay and the Amer-
icans, one of the top vocal 
rock groups of the 1960s, 
which will perform the Sat-
urday night band concert on 
the Smail Automotive Stage, 
just off the Diamond, from 
6:30 to 8:45 p.m.

Jay and the Americans 
got its start in a Brooklyn 
basement over 50 years ago, 
and three of the original band 
members continue to per-
form today – Sandy Yagu-
da (a.k.a. Deanne), Howard 
Kirschenbaum (a.k.a. Kane), 
and Marty Kupersmith (a.k.a. 
Sanders). They are joined 
by Jay Reincke – the third 
“Jay.” Together they recre-
ate the sound of the band’s 
greatest hits, from its first re-
cording, “Tonight” (from the 
musical “West Side Story”) 

form 1961, to “There Goes 
My Baby” a decade later.

During that span, Jay and 
the Americans had a doz-

en top-10 hits, starting with 

“She Cried,” and followed 

by “Only in America,” 

“Come A Little Bit Clos-

er,” “Cara Mia” and “This 
Magic Moment” – all on the 
United Artists label. When 

Fort Ligonier Days entertainment 
headlined by Jay and the Americans

On an evening when 
Ligonier Valley crowned 
its homecoming king and 
queen, it’s only fitting that 
the school’s football team 
extended its rule over the 
District 6 Heritage Confer-
ence.

The Rams clinched a re-
cord-tying fourth straight 
conference title this past 
Friday and did so in typical 

emphatic fashion, using big 
plays on defense and a mile-
stone night from running 
back Kyrie Miller to notch 
a 46-0 victory over Marion 
Center at Weller Field.

Friday’s victory puts Ligo-
nier Valley in some rarified 
air, tying Blairsville’s 2002-
05 run for longest streak of 
Heritage championships. 
The Rams have also won 35 
straight conference games.

“It’s goal one,” Ligonier 
Valley head coach Roger 

Beitel said of claiming the 
conference title. “Now we 
want to get to the Appa-
lachian Bowl and get that 
fourth one, as well.

“I’m proud of our kids. 
They constantly have a lot 
of things they have to deal 
with and for them to rise up, 
not worry about the outside 
noise and get after it they 
way that they do, I couldn’t 
be more proud of them.”

The combination of a Li-
gonier Valley (7-0 confer-

ence, 7-0 overall) win over 
Marion Center (5-2, 5-2) and 
Saltsburg’s comeback victo-
ry over Homer-Center (5-
2, 5-2) clinched the Rams’ 
conference four-peat with 
the calendar barely turned to 
October.

“Everyone else has two 
losses and we hold the tie-
breakers against every-

By NICK CAMMUSO
For The Echo 

Rams rout Marion Center to clinch  
record-tying fourth straight Heritage title
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Re-enactors march in last year’s Fort Ligonier Days parade. This year’s parade will 
begin at 11 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 12.
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Kyrie Miller breaks into the clear and runs for a touchdown for Ligonier Valley during Friday night’s District 6 Heri-
tage Conference game against visiting Marion Center at Weller Field. Miller rushed for 116 yards and three touch-
downs in the Rams’ 46-0 win. Miller now owns the school’s all-time record for rushing touchdowns while LV also 
captured the conference title with the victory.
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Parade begins at 11 a.m. Saturday

Fort Ligonier  
to commemorate  

Oct. 12, 1758 battle
Special activities planned 

during 60th Fort Ligonier Days
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Fort Ligonier DaysINSIDE  TODAY
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MAPS & MORE!

$144$144
Spice up your checking 
account with cash 
rewards of up to $144 
every year.1

Just as the Fall coffee experience has 
evolved into something grander, so too, 
has your banking experience.

211 West Main Street, Ligonier  |  (724) 238-6655  |  www.standardbankPA.com/EarnMore
1 Cash reward amounts vary by checking account and/or class and is per credit transaction. By meeting account qualifications for Navigator Checking, customers may receive up to $12 per statement 
cycle. Speak with a local Standard Bank office or visit www.standardbankpa.com/earnmore to see all account details and reward eligibility. Member FDIC
2 One entry per person. No purchase necessary to enter. See bank's Facebook page for entry details. Entrants may also enter by sending a letter with their name, phone number, address, and local 
business name to “Social Media” at 2640 Monroeville Blvd., Monroeville, PA 15146. Contest ends 10/15/19 at 10:00 a.m.

Join our digital 
community!
We’re giving away 50 

shirts on Facebook!2

Like our Facebook page 

and comment on our 

“Pumpkin Spice Banking” 

post to enter 

October 1-15.   

WIN ME!

— STOP IN DURING —

Fort Ligonier
Days

WE DELIVER!

Pizza, Wings, Subs, Salads & More!

724-995-81853700 Rt. 711N • Ligonier, PA
tryromanspizzeria@gmail.com


