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St. John the Baptist Orthodox Catholic 
Church in Wilpen, Ligonier Township, cele-
brated its 100th anniversary on Sunday, Oct. 6.

The parish was officially organized on July 
4, 1919, by immigrants from Karpatska-Rus, 
who settled in the Ligonier Valley.

His Eminence, Metropolitan Gregory of 
Nyssa, celebrated the Hierarchical Liturgy. He 
was assisted by the pastor the Very Rev. Tony 
Joseph, who presented the bishop with the al-
tar hand cross prior to the liturgy, and Proto-
presbyter Frank P. Miloro, chancellor. Michael 
Matrunics presented His Eminence with tradi-
tional welcome gifts of bread and salt.

A banquet was held at Antiochian Village. 
Presenting flowers was lifelong parishioner 
George Stanislaw. Father Frank was toastmas-
ter while Matrunics, the parish board president, 
spoke. A letter of congratulations was read 

from Father Theodore and Pani Marge Mozes, 
who had served the parish in the mid-1960s.

From 1919 to 1938, itinerant priests served 
the parish and brought the sacraments. And 
then from 1938 to 1965, clergy that also pa-
stored nearby parishes were assigned. Father 
Mozes was the first resident priest after a rec-
tory was built in 1965 under his supervision.

Also speaking was father Tony, who has 
served the Wilpen parish since 1999 and also 
serves as pastor at St. Stephen’s Orthodox 
Catholic Church in Unity Township. He en-
couraged parishioners to continue to be faithful 
in their attendance and support.

His Eminence, Metropolitan Gregory, was 
the main speaker at the celebration. He chal-
lenged parishioners to continue to follow in the 
footsteps of every parishioner who had preced-
ed them in the church’s first century.

St. John the Baptist Orthodox 
Catholic Church in Wilpen 

celebrates 100 years
Bowing to the queen of the 
party, 11-year-old Eirene 
Hobbs of Jeannette, at the 
Twelfth Night celebration 
at Fort Ligonier on Satur-
day, Jan. 4, is Steve Knuck-
les of Greensburg. Hobbs 
found a bean in her cake, 
so as is tradition she be-
came queen of the Twelfth 
Night celebration. A tradi-
tion with roots in Roman 
times, Twelfth Night was 
the final celebration of the 
holiday season in the 18th 
century.  Held on Jan. 6, the 
event featured a cake that 
included a small item, of-
ten a bean or a coin, baked 
within it.  The person who 
found it was crowned the 
King of Twelfth Night.

In the left photo, 
Matthew and Pamela 
Wolff of Ligonier do 
some English country 
dancing at Fort Ligonier.

18th-century music selections were provided by the Wayward Companions Orchestra 
as Virginia-based country-dance callers Tom and Lesley Mack provided direction for 
the dancers. Additional photos on Pages 2 & 3.
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St. John the Baptist Church in Wilpen, Ligonier Township, celebrated its 100th anni-
versary in October. The parish was officially organized on July 4, 1919, by immigrants 
from Karpatska-Rus who settled in the Ligonier Valley.

Michael Matrunics presented His Eminence, Metropolitan Gregory of Nyssa, with tra-
ditional welcome gifts of bread and salt at the 100th anniversary of Wilpen’s St. John 
the Baptist Church in October.

In the right photo, His 
Eminence, Metropolitan 

Gregory of Nyssa, was 
the main speaker at 

the 100th anniversary 
of Wilpen’s St. John 

the Baptist Church in 
October. He challenged 

parishioners to continue 
to follow in the footsteps 

of every parishioner 
who had preceded them 

in the church’s first 
century. An anniversary 

banquet was held at 
Antiochian Village.

Bow to the new 
Twelfth Night royalty
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Ligonier Borough Council welcomed two freshmen mem-

bers at a brief reorganization meeting Monday night.
Nate Sylvester grew up in Hollidaysburg, but settled in Li-

gonier in 2013 when his job at Kennametal Inc. brought him 

back from the company’s Tennessee location.

The St. Vincent College graduate told the Echo that serving 

on council would be his way of giving back to the community.

“Keep what’s good, good. And what needs improved, let’s 

work together on it,” Sylvester said when asked about his 

Council reorganizes with 
two new members
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