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The Ligonier Township Municipal Authority (LTMA) 
board hopes to have a recommendation at its next meet-
ing from a local accounting firm regarding potential 
changes to the rates it charges water customers.

The board has discussed the virtually inevitable wa-
ter rate increases for several months in connection with 
an estimated $4.5-million series of planned upgrades 
throughout the water system.

LTMA manager Anthony “Griff” Griffith said pre-
viously that the planned water system improvements 
are intended to manage water pressure throughout the 
LTMA system — reducing pressure in low-lying areas 
prone to leaks and increasing it at higher elevations.

A water storage tank in the Darlington area is among 
the potential improvements.

With Idlewild & SoakZone connected to the LTMA 
water system in that part of the township, periods of 
heavy water usage by the park can greatly reduce water 
pressure for other customers. Previous LTMA manager 
Josh Kalp had listed a storage tank in the Darlington 
area as a future capital improvement priority in 2018.

Along with a storage tank near Darlington, work 
in several other areas of the water system would help 
manage water pressure, Griffith said.

Connecting two separate water lines to create a 
“loop” along Robb Road in the Wilpen area could 
boost water pressure for customers. Meanwhile, adding 
“pressure pits” in a section of the system not far from 
the township municipal building where water pressure 
is higher than desired could reduce pressure and hope-
fully decrease the frequency of pressure-induced leaks. 
The pressure would need to be increased again in order 
to feed water uphill to a water storage tank in the Oak-
wood Hills area of the township.

The project also proposes a new water line between 
the Waterford water treatment plant, which is fed by a 
well, and the LTMA slow sand filtration water treat-
ment plant near the authority’s 17-million-gallon res-
ervoir. The existing water line used to distribute water 
from the Waterford plant directly to customers would 
remain in place but would be taken out of service under 
the plan.

Earlier this year, Lindsey Greenleaf of Singer Ac-
counting told the board those upgrades are feasible — 
if the LTMA increases its water rates.

By GREG REINBOLD
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LTMA board still 
mulling water rate 
increase specifics

The Ligonier Valley Historical Soci-
ety and Compass Inn Museum recently 
added two new employees, Amanda 
Seim and Elliot Chimelewski. The new 
staff members each bring special talents 
to contribute to the visitor experience at 
the local historical venue.

“Amanda and Elliot are extremely 
enthusiastic about starting their new 
positions at the Ligonier Valley His-
torical Society and cannot wait to help 
preserve Ligonier’s rich and illustrious 
history,” said Theresa Rohall, execu-
tive director of the historical society. 
“The staff and volunteers at Ligonier 
Valley Historical Society and Compass 
Inn wish these two nothing but success 
as they begin their new roles.”

As program coordinator at the histor-
ical society and Compass Inn Museum, 
Seim, who has a master’s degree in 
public history from Duquesne Univer-
sity, will be developing and implement-
ing a range of meaningful educational 
programs to engage youth and adults at 
the museum.

Seim, 33, of Pittsburgh, has a back-
ground in educational programming at 
the Pittsburgh History and Landmarks 
Foundation and historical research and 
writing at the Heinz History Center. 
At Duquesne, she studied how to pres-

ent history to audiences outside of the 
classroom.

“My degree is about history outside 
the classroom, so this position was 
exactly what I was looking for,” Seim 
said.

Seim works in digital history and 
recently created a self-guided walking 
tour of a Pittsburgh neighborhood that 
is accessible on mobile devices.

“I really like working here because 
you get to do a little bit of everything,” 
she said. “I work with programming, I 
get to give tours to people interested in 
the museums and do a little work with 
the archives as well. I get to have my 
hands in a lot of things. It is never bor-
ing.”

Seim and her husband, Danny, enjoy 
hiking and camping in national parks.

Elliot Chimelewski has assumed the 
role of marketing assistant for the his-
torical society and Compass Inn Muse-
um.

Chimelewski, 24, of Greensburg, 
earned a marketing degree from Indi-
ana University of Pennsylvania, grad-
uating in 2017. He has a background 
in writing and photography, previously 
working for CraftPittsburgh Magazine, 
a local craft beer publication.

“I basically take care of all the social 
media and graphic design, and some 
marketing,” Chimelewski said. “I have 
liked history from a young age. This is 
a cool place to start out.”

He will be focusing on expanding the 
historical society and Compass Inn’s 
presence and reach, especially through 
Facebook, Instagram and other digital 
means.

“I am putting a big emphasis on that 
because that is a big reach out to the 
public,” he said. “I have been taking 
videos and photos to add to these sites. 
Hopefully this will get people’s atten-
tion.”

Chimelewski is an avid home-brewer 
who also enjoys hiking, snowboarding, 
kayaking and cycling.

“Ligonier is a great little town. There 
is a lot of history here, especially here 
at the museum in Laughlintown,” 
Chimelewski said.
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Seim, Chimelewski join LV Historical Society

Westmoreland County re-
portedly will be getting two 
new Pennsylvania Turnpike 
exits, probably within the 
next 10 years.

One of the planned inter-
changes would link the toll 
road with Route 981, provid-
ing direct vehicular access 
to Arnold Palmer Regional 
Airport, St. Vincent College 
and businesses in the Latrobe 
area.

But that project has not 
been moved to the toll road 
agency’s capitol planning 
list, so it could be 2028 or 
later before it’s built and op-
erating.

However, the interchange 
under the most active plan-
ning would link the Turnpike 
with Route 130, just before 
the existing Donegal exit. 
When built, it would provide 
easier vehicular access to Li-
gonier and the nearby Laurel 
Highlands.

Both new interchang-
es would be so-called slip 
ramps, or cashless toll oper-
ations.

Turnpike executive direc-
tor Mark Compton explained 
the toll road agency plans to 
be “cashless” by 2022. That 
means tolls will be paid by 
E-Z Pass, a cell phone appli-
cation or by photographing 
the vehicle’s license plate and 
billing the owner.

Compton expressed hope 
that the planned Route 130 

slip ramp could be operation-
al by 2024.That project is un-
der active Turnpike planning. 
He didn’t explain why that 
project had priority over the 
Route 981 project, which is 
in a more densely populated 
area.

Both, however, are the 
brainchildren of local com-
munity and business leaders 
who requested them.

Construction of similar fa-
cilities is underway in Mont-
gomery and Bucks counties, 
both in suburban Philadel-
phia, Compton said.

The delays on both West-
moreland projects is an indi-
rect result of the Turnpike’s 
fiscal crisis — one that stems 
from a 2007 legislative act 
that mandates the toll-road 
agency to contribute $500 
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Ligonier Community Garden wins  
top honors; Linda Hyatt honored

Penn State Master Gardener Jane Sibenailer of Greensburg looks over the large banner showing the various import-
ant pollinators that can be seen in the Ligonier Community Garden, which is located on the Loyalhanna Watershed 
Association property near the Ligonier Country Market grounds on Old Lincoln Highway. The Weeders and Seeders 
Garden Club of Ligonier recently won a first-place prize for the community garden from the National Garden Clubs, 
Inc. The garden, which is under the direction of the Ligonier Township Recreation Board, is organic and designed to 
attract pollinators. The garden club tries to inform the public about how to plant for pollinators and garden without 
using pesticides and insecticides, which can harm not only pests but also beneficial pollinators and people, too. 

Compass Inn Museum welcomes new staff members

Westmoreland County 
to get two new  

Turnpike exits, likely  
in next decade

See TURNPIKE on Page 2

In the left photo, Linda 
Hyatt, a retiring Penn 
State Master 
Gardener program 
coordinator, speaks 
to volunteers Robert 
Palmer and Phil Light in 
the garden. The garden 
club recently honored 
Hyatt with a cake and a 
party.

See LTMA on Page 2

The Ligonier Art Walk, a celebration 
of arts and creativity within the com-
munity, will feature seven galleries this 
year.

The Art Walk, which will be held 
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 
21, is free and open to anyone who 
wants to attend.

Participating in this year’s Ligonier 
Art Walk are the Southern Alleghenies 
Museum of Art (SAMA) at Ligonier 

Valley, One Boucher Lane; Carole West 
Hager, 219 East St.; G Squared Gallery, 
138 East Main St.; Conte Design – Life-
style Gallery, 113 East Main St.; Ce-
cilia’s Main Street Tattoo Gallery, 218 
West Main St.; Allegory Gallery, 220 
West Main St., and Main Exhibit Gal-
lery & Art Center, 301 West Main St.. 
Conte Design – Lifestyle Gallery and 
Allegory Gallery will be hosting recep-
tions from 5 to 7 p.m. 

SAMA will offer a fun hook-in as part 
of this year’s Ligonier Art Walk. Barb 
Carroll will be available from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. to help participants with any 
of their hooking needs. Light refresh-
ments will be provided for participants. 
This hook-in costs $15 for participants 
and is free to observe. Call to register 
by Sept. 17, by calling the museum at 
724-238-6015 or by emailing ligonier@
sama-art.org.

Ligonier Art Walk returns Sept. 21
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