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That’s quite a stretch!

Several weeks ago, at R.K. 
Mellon Elementary School 
in Ligonier, some “grand-
friends” from Bethlen 
Communities joined stu-
dents for a yoga session as 
part of the Graceful Aging 
Intergenerational Project. 
Enjoying the experience 
are Adalynn Proskin, Trish 
Fite, Sawyer Kozar, yoga 
instructor Anna Robinson 
and Makhiya Smith. Court-
ney Silvio of the K4 class 
also taught the students 
yoga.

The Ligonier Township 
Municipal Authority (LTMA) 
discussed proposed changes 
made to its sewer rules and 
regulations at its meeting 
March 18.

Following LTMA’s meet-
ing on March 4, solicitor Dan 
Hudock, Barb McMillen of 
Gibson-Thomas Engineering 
Co. Inc. and authority man-
ager Anthony “Griff” Griffith 
drafted changes to present to 
the LTMA.

The rules and regulations 
will include three exhibits — 
a rate schedule, application 
for service and construction 
specs.

Under the construction 
specs exhibit, a condition was 
discussed involving the three 
different kinds of testing that 
are being considered for when 
lateral sewer lines are con-
nected: smoke, dye and pres-

sure testing.
Griffith said he’s in favor 

of the pressure testing method 
for when lateral sewer lines 
are tied in, when there’s a sale 
of house or property transfer, 
or when the authority sees fit.

McMillen, however, ex-
pressed concern with pressure 
testing when there is a sale or 
transfer of a home.

“This area is old. There is a 
lot of old pipe in the ground,” 
she said. “What concerns me is 
if you do a pressure test — and 
I understand it’s not very high 
pressure — but you have a lot 
of summer homes on crawl 
spaces. You pressure test that 
line and it breaks, how are you 
going to replace it?”

Ultimately, Hudock said 
it’s the township’s decision 
regarding the timing of tests. 

By ZACH D’AMICO
For The Echo 

LTMA weighs  
changes to its sewer 

rules and regulations
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Michael Findley and his son Wyatt, who recently cele-
brated his fifth birthday, took time to enjoy a milkshake 
at the Ligonier Creamery the weekend of March 14-15, 
before the statewide shutdown. Most food venues, in-
cluding the Creamery, are still offering take-out.

Always time  
for a treat

To our valued readers and advertisers:
As you all know, we currently are going through ex-

traordinary times. So, after this edition (Thursday, March 
26), for practical purposes, we will suspend publishing the 
Ligonier Echo. This was a very hard but necessary decision. 
We plan on resuming publication as soon as the COVID-19 
pandemic is under control.

Sincerely,
Gary Siegel

Publisher

Ligonier Echo 
publication on 
hold for now

In the left photo, 
doing the yoga “lion 
pose” is K4 student 
Addalynn Page, with 
her “grandfriends” 
from Bethlen 
Communities, Becky Bell 
and Mary Ann Scanlon.
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See LTMA on Page 2

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — Gov. Tom Wolf on Monday or-
dered residents of Pennsylvania’s hardest-hit areas to stay home 
for at least two weeks to help combat the spread of the new 
coronavirus that has already sickened hundreds and caused six 
deaths statewide.

He also extended a statewide schools shutdown through at 
least April 6.

Noting that Philadelphia has already ordered residents to re-
main home, Wolf issued his own stay-at-home order for four 
counties around the city; for Allegheny County, which includes 
Pittsburgh; and for Monroe County in the Pocono Mountains.

Together, the seven counties account for 75% of the state’s 
confirmed cases of COVID-19.

Wolf implored residents to take heed of his order to stay at 
home.

“You need to ask yourself, do I really need to make this trip? 
Or am I going to put someone else’s life in jeopardy by making 
this trip? Am I going to be saving a life by staying home?” Wolf 
said.

Speaking at a video news conference, Wolf said the admin-
istration wanted to take a “measured approach” to the crisis. 
He expressed hope that if the coronavirus could largely be con-
tained to the most heavily impacted counties, he could avoid 
extending his stay-at-home order to the entire state.

By MARK SCOLFORO and MICHAEL RUBINKAM 

School closures  
extended; Wolf issues 

stay-at-home order

See CLOSURES on Page 2

The Ligonier Township 
Supervisors proclaimed a 
disaster emergency in Ligo-
nier Township related to the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic.

The supervisors directed 
John Beaufort, the town-
ship’s emergency manage-
ment coordinator, to take all 
appropriate action needed 
to alleviate effects of this 
disaster, to aid in the res-
toration of essential public 
services and to take any 
other emergency response 
action deemed necessary to 
respond to this emergency.

The supervisors autho-
rized township officials to 
act as necessary to meet 
the current demands of this 
emergency, namely by the 
employment of temporary 
workers, rental of equip-
ment, purchase of supplies 

and materials and entering 
into contracts and agree-
ments for the performance 
of public work, as may be 
required to meet the emer-
gency, all without regard to 
time consuming procedures 
and formalities normally 
prescribed by law.

Additionally, the supervi-
sors have the ability to act as 
necessary to meet the current 
demands of the emergency, 
including utilizing funds 
from township budget.

The supervisors said in 
their proclamation that the 
spread of the virus creates 
a public health emergency 
and threatens to cause inju-
ry, damage and suffering to 
residents of the township. It 
also read that the COVID-19 
pandemic endangers the 
health, safety and welfare of 
residents within the town-
ship and threatens to create 

By DAN SCIFO
For The Echo 

Ligonier Twp. 
Supervisors proclaim 
disaster emergency

See DISASTER on Page 2
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Afford your dream

  BEFORE       AFTER

...AND EARN AN 

$150 
CASH BONUS

Home equity rates 
keep dropping to 
new lows! 
Get your instant rate quote at 

www.standardbankPA.com

New and existing checking account customers are eligible when they: 1) close on a new home equity loan and 2) set up and have a qualifying direct deposit of $1,500 or more within 60 days of loan closing. Home equity loan proceeds cannot qualify 
as the direct deposit. $150 bonus will be deposited into customer’s Standard Bank checking account within 30-60 days after qualifications are met. Accounts closed out within 60 days of loan closing will not be eligible for the bonus. Bonus may be 
reported to the IRS. Effective for loans dated on or after 03/01/2020 and subject to change without notice. Promotion ends 08/31/2020 or when a $15,000 maximum promotion payout has been met. 
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COMING JANUARY 1st:

YOURLOCALAUTO.com


