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Following a public hearing 
last week, the Ligonier 
Township Board of Supervisors 
will soon consider enacting 
new oil and natural gas drilling 
regulations in the municipality.

The supervisors didn’t take 
any action Oct. 13 after the 
hearing held during their regular 
meeting. They heard testimony 
on the proposed ordinance 
that amends the section of the 
township’s zoning ordinance 
covering unconventional 
natural resource drilling – also 
known as hydraulic fracturing 
or “fracking.”

To w n s h i p  s o l i c i t o r 
Michael Korns highlighted 
some of the key changes, 
including increased setbacks 
from protected structures 
and waterways, additional 
performance standards, 
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Libby Marker has been 
a member of the Heritage 
United Methodist Church on 
the Ligonier Diamond since 
she was 12 years old. She even 
met her husband, Harry, at the 
church where they were also 
married. Her lifelong dedication 
to the church made her the ideal 
member of the congregation 
to participate in a passing of 
the mantle, symbolizing the 
completion of the building 
renovation and looking to the 
future.

“Standing before you today 
are two generations. Libby 
represents that generation that 
saw the new education building 
when they broke ground. She 
watched it being built piece by 
piece, one rock at a time. For 
60 years she has ministered to 
children and others inside that 
building,” said the Rev. Frank 
Hodges. “Raven and Greg 
Schaetzie and their children 
(Elizabeth, 9, and Nathaniel, 5) 
represent the next generation.”

Hodges said it will be the 
Schaetzies’ responsibility to 
bring the children and youth of 

the congregation to the church 
and help them grow in spiritual 
maturity.

“On my shoulders lies a prayer 
shawl. It is a reminder that 
everything that has happened 
in this building has brought 
glory to God,” said Marker. 
“Everything we accomplished 
has been an answer to our 
faithful peoples’ prayers. Most 

of my generation’s strength has 
been spent and we will need 
a new, young generation to 
continue what we began in this 
building.”

Raven Schaetzie accepted 
the mantle, a hand-knitted 
prayer shawl, on behalf of her 
generation.

“With the prayers of the 
people, we will continue to 

make disciples of Christ in this 
newly renovated building with 
the same passion and devotion 
in which your generation 
displayed,” said Schaetzie.

The service included a 
morning message from special 
guest Bishop of the Western 
Pennsylvania Conference 
Cynthia Moore-Koikoi.

“My message today is simple. 
Look at what God can do when 
the people of God have a mind 
to work,” Moore-Koikoi said. 
“Today is a day of celebration 
but tomorrow is a day of work. 
Any of your trustees will tell 
you once you get one project 
done; there are 10 more on the 
list that need to be done. So we 
still need people with a mind to 
work, to keep up not only the 
vision of this faith community 
but the vision in the world 
around us.”

The Rev. John Flower 
returned to Ligonier for the 
dedication service. He was 
pastor at the church for 11 
years and was pastor when the 
building project was formed in 
2015. He is currently pastor at 
Clarion First United Methodist 
Church.

“It is nice to see the vision 
fulfilled. It’s ready to use now 
and serve the community for 
the next 50 years,” Flower 
said. “I was happy to help them 
dream into their potential.”

The Rev. Frank Hodges said 
the new, modernized classroom 
spaces constructed during the 
renovation, are beneficial to 
the congregation as well as the 
community. He is especially 
proud of the new prayer room 
and the community prayer box.

“Rev. John Flower laid a 
wonderful foundation here. The 
people are eager to do whatever 
it is that they get called to do,” 
said Hodges about taking over 
as pastor when Flower left a 
year and a half ago.

Tom Shearer, chairman of 
the finance committee and 
co-chairman of the building 
committee for the renovation, 
acknowledged the congregation 
for their dedication to the 
project.

“It was a lot work done by 
a lot of people. To raise $1.4 

HUMC completes renovations
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The Rev. Frank Hodges conducts a mantle-passing 
ceremony during the dedication service Sunday. From 
left are Hodges, Greg and Raven Schaetzie, their children 
Elizabeth, 9, and Nathaniel, 5, and Libby Marker. See 
more photos on Page 2.

Ligonier Twp. hears 
testimony on proposed 

drilling regulations

Weimer resigns 
from board
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A return to full-time in-person learning doesn’t appear to be in 
the cards for Ligonier Valley School District anytime soon.

Superintendent Dr. Christine Oldham offered an update on the 
district’s reopening plan, along with an explanation regarding why 
the district hasn’t been able to make the shift to five days a week 
of brick-and-mortar education for all learners.

The district’s overarching goals amid the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic, Oldham said, are to provide a safe 
environment for learners and staff, to maintain a flexible 
operational model and to implement an in-person educational 
model five days a week. The third of those goals has proved the 
most challenging so far.

Physical space within the district’s school buildings is a major 
barrier to a full return to in-person education. With Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and Pennsylvania 
Department of Health and Department of Education guidelines

LVSD reviews school 
reopening plan 
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At Rachel’s Ligonier Floral on West Main Street, store 
owner Rachel Brashear holds up her Ligonier Chamber 
Days bingo card along with her dog Rascal, looking for 
players to come and shop.

Chamber Days

MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 6
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The Rev. Dr. Jim Simons of St. Michael’s of the Valley Episcopal Church in Rector and Pastor Jerry Nuernberger 
of St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ligonier say prayers for the blessing of approximately 25 dogs 
and one cat and their owners at Mellon Park in Ligonier on Sunday. The annual pet blessing occurs in October 
to recognize the feast day (Oct. 4) of St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of animals. Goodwill offerings were 
accepted at the event, with proceeds going to Action for Animals Humane Society of Derry Township and Helping 
Hearts & Healing Tails Animal Rescue of Stahlstown. See more photos on Page 6.

Pets receive blessing at Mellon Park
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Historic educator Bill Hug shows the crowd a flintlock musket and a beaver pelt, both 
important Colonial items, at Fort Ligonier’s Community Commemoration event  held 
Oct. 9-10 in place of Fort Ligonier Days, which was canceled this year. See another 
photo on Page 5.

Fort recognizes historic battle
at community commemoration

(See Ligonier on Page 3)

Less than a year into his 
first six-year term on the 
Ligonier Township board of 
supervisors, Dan Weimer has 
resigned, citing a conflict of 
interest with his employer, the 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation (PennDOT).

The rest of the board 
voted to accept Weimer’s 
resignation, thanking him for 
his service and the work he 
accomplished during his short 
tenure. He did not attend the 
Oct. 13 meeting.

PennDOT was the party 
that felt Weimer’s role as an 
elected official to be a conflict 
of interest, not Ligonier 
Township, township solicitor 
Michael Korns said.

(See Weimer on Page 3)

(See HUMC on Page 3)

(See LVSD on Page 5)

Looking toward future generations


