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Navigator Checking customers earn 

$5.00 for every 25 
purchases they make!1

High-paying cash back rewards

No minimum monthly balance

No monthly service fee when you  
complete five bank transactions2

Three self-adjusting package levels

1 Debit card cash rewards, which are based on the card being used for VISA credit transactions (signature-based), include both (1) $0.05 per transaction up 
to 24 transactions AND (2) $5.00 for every 25 transactions that post and settle on the customer’s monthly statement. Rewards will be credited to the account 
at the end of the statement cycle in which they were earned. Maximum monthly reward is $31.20. 
2 When five bank transactions are not met a $7.00 charge will apply. Bank transactions include purchases, bill pays, deposits, withdrawals, etc. Member FDIC
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Karen Stonebraker is the first staff member to receive 
the vaccination.

Cathy Graham, director of Graceful Aging Wellness 
Center, gives a thumbs up, happy to get the vaccine.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Bethlen Communities held its first COVID-19 vaccination clinic on Tuesday, Jan. 12. CVS Pharmacy came on site 
to administer the Pfizer vaccinations to Bethlen’s residents and staff members. In the top left photo is Ernie Jung, 
Ligonier Gardens resident, who was the first resident to receive the vaccination. In the top right photo Heather 
Lincoln, Bethlen Communities chief executive officer, gets her dose. Lincoln reported, “Today was an exciting day 
at Bethlen. Providing the vaccine to our employees and residents gives us hope that we are nearing the end of 
this long and difficult period. The Bethlen staff and residents have been facing COVID-19 since March, and I am so 
proud of their courage and strength in this unprecedented pandemic. I commend all of our employees and residents 
who received the vaccine today for doing their part to help stop the spread of COVID-19 and to keep our very 
vulnerable population safe and healthy.” CVS will return on both Feb. 2 and 23 to administer further vaccinations.

Amazing ice sculptures. Old fashioned horse-drawn sleigh rides. 
Tasty treats. Walking the snowy streets of Ligonier. It must be Ice 
Fest time.

For three decades, Ligonier has celebrated winter with a “cool” 
event that brings the art of ice sculpting to the historic town’s 
downtown area. And that tradition will continue this year on Jan. 
23 and 24, when Ligonier celebrates the 30th annual Ice Fest in 
Diamond Park and the surrounding downtown area, said event 
chair Cindy Purnell.

This year, the event has undergone some changes, but the 
committee is thrilled that the Ice Fest can continue, especially in 
a time when so many events have had to be canceled completely.

The top activity that everyone looks forward to is viewing the 
dozens of artistically created ice sculptures by DiMartino Ice Co. 
While the large scheduled live ice-carving sessions had to be 
scratched, so as to not draw a crowd, festival-goers will still be 
able to walk up and down the streets of Ligonier and take in the 
sheer beauty of this art form. The ice sculptures will be set up at 
Diamond Park and up and down East and West Main streets and 
ready to view.

“It’s always a good event,” said Purnell.
In addition, visitors will be able to partake in a festival favorite 

– Hanson’s Original Kettle Korn – or take a horse-drawn sleigh 
or buggy ride around town by Misty Haven Carriage (weather 
permitting).

Traditionally, the volunteer firefighters from Ligonier Valley Hose 
Co. 1, Station 43, hold a community spaghetti dinner fundraiser 
on Saturday during Ice Fest, but this year they are changing things 
up a bit. They will instead provide burgers, hot dogs and fries as a 
fundraiser beginning at 11 a.m. on Saturday outside the fire station 
at 112 N. Fairfield St. To keep you warn, they will also have coffee 
and hot chocolate for sale. They will continue until they sell out.

In addition, the restaurants around town will be open and offering 
specials. Merchants will be having sidewalk sales and look forward 
to shoppers visiting during the weekend.

Ice Fest 
returns for 
30th year

BY JENNIFER SOPKO
For The Echo

Ligonier Borough is in search 
of a new zoning officer.

After more than six years 
issuing permits and ensuring 
that conditional use plans 
adhere to the borough’s zoning 
ordinance, among his other 
duties, zoning officer Rick 
Schwab has resigned.

Council on Jan. 14 regretfully 
accepted Schwab’s resignation, 
effective immediately. He had 
served in the role since October 
2014.

Council president Sam St. 
Clair thanked Schwab for 
his “vigilance” to Ligonier 
Borough and praised the 
“outstanding job” he did during 
his term.

“I have mixed emotions 
about this, but I think that the 
job that Rick’s done for us over 
the years and his tenure and 
everything he’s done for us, I 
think he deserves a really big 
‘atta boy’ at the very least,” St. 
Clair said.

Schwab did not wish to make 
a statement on his resignation 
when reached for comment.

Borough officials will accept 
letters of interest at the Ligonier 
Town Hall office for the zoning 
officer position as well as 

for another vacancy: code 
enforcement officer.

Council did not reappoint 
Shawn Knepper as code 
enforcement officer for 2021.

Councilman Matt Smith 
encouraged any borough 
residents interested in either or 
both positions to apply.

“Somebody could probably 
do both if they really wanted 
to. That’s a possibility,” Smith 
said.

Council typically makes its 
annual appointments during 
its first meeting of the year. 
The seven-member board 
unanimously reappointed 
secretary-treasurer Jan Shaw, 
solicitor George Welty of Welty 
& Welty LLP, and engineer Ben 
Faas of The EADS Group to 
their positions for 2021.

Shaw will also continue as 
Ligonier Borough’s Right-to-
Know officer and pension plan 
chief financial officer, plus its 
delegate for the Pennsylvania 
State Association of Boroughs 
and the Act 32 Tax Collection 
Committee.

Other annual appointments 
included: Delisi, Keenan & 

Borough seeks new 
zoning, code 

enforcement officers

Bethlen residents, staff get vaccine

Interested residents encouraged to apply

BY GREG REINBOLD
For The Echo

Ligonier Valley School District is planning 
to welcome its youngest learners back into 
a brick-and-mortar instructional setting on 
at least a part-time basis beginning Jan. 21, 
superintendent Dr. Christine Oldham told 
the district’s school board on Jan. 11.

The Pennsylvania Department of 
Education and the state health department 
last week revised recommendations 
regarding coronavirus (COVID-19) 
community transmission rate instructional 
models.

Previously, districts in counties with 
a “substantial” rate of community 
transmission were recommended to operate 
under a full-remote instructional model for 
all students.

State officials have since walked back 
that recommendation, suggesting school 
districts allow elementary students to return 
to a “blended learning model” regardless of 
their county’s community transmission rate.

The recommendation change does not 

apply to secondary students.
State officials said elementary-aged 

students benefit greatly from face-to-face 
instruction, while state Health Secretary Dr. 
Rachel Levine cited new research in which 
children younger than ages 10 to 14 have a 
lower chance of contracting the virus.

For Ligonier Valley, learners at Laurel 
Valley Elementary and R.K. Mellon 
Elementary, as well as sixth-graders at 
Ligonier Valley Middle School, will return 
to the classroom under the district’s hybrid 
model beginning Thursday, Jan. 21, under 
revisions to the district’s school reopening 
learning plan approved by the school board.

On that day, the Thursday/Friday group 
of pre-K through sixth-grade learners will 
return to classrooms for their first day of in-
person instruction since October while the 
Monday/Tuesday group will learn remotely. 
Learners in the Monday/Tuesday group will 
have their first in-person instruction starting 
Monday, Jan. 25. Wednesdays will remain 
full-remote for all learners, and parents can 
opt to have their children remain in the full-

remote model rather than returning for in-
person instruction.

Positive coronavirus cases among learners 
or staff could still require the district to close 
school buildings or keep certain classrooms 
closed under its COVID-19 protocols, 
Oldham and district pandemic coordinator 
Ed Moran noted.

“There’s still guidance pertaining to 
number of cases within a particular building 
and number of cases overall within the 
school district,” Moran said. “We’re going 
to be closely monitoring those numbers and 
we may be sending an alert or e-mail that 
maybe a first-grade class can’t come in for a 
certain amount of days because of a positive 
COVID case.”

“There is the potential that we’re going 
to experience some disruption, kind of like 
ongoing snow days,” Oldham said. “If 
we get a case where a building needs to 
be closed, it’s a three- to 14-day closure. 
We’re going to be very careful to follow the 

LVSD preparing for partial 
return to hybrid learning
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