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Navigator Checking customers earn 

$5.00 for every 25 
purchases they make!1

High-paying cash back rewards

No minimum monthly balance

No monthly service fee when you  
complete five bank transactions2

Three self-adjusting package levels

1 Debit card cash rewards, which are based on the card being used for VISA credit transactions (signature-based), include both (1) $0.05 per transaction up 
to 24 transactions AND (2) $5.00 for every 25 transactions that post and settle on the customer’s monthly statement. Rewards will be credited to the account 
at the end of the statement cycle in which they were earned. Maximum monthly reward is $31.20. 
2 When five bank transactions are not met a $7.00 charge will apply. Bank transactions include purchases, bill pays, deposits, withdrawals, etc. Member FDIC
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BY LAURIE BAILEY
For The Echo

Now anyone in the Ligonier 
Valley can access local real-
time air quality levels thanks to 
newly installed monitors placed 
throughout the Valley. Funded 
with a grant from the Pittsburgh 
Foundation, the 3-year Air 
Quality Program will provide 
data for a baseline study that 
will be used, not only for 
resident health considerations, 
but also for tourism and future 
industry decisions.

“We are right at the beginning 
and want to get people 
involved in the program,” 
says environmentalist and 
Citizens to Preserve Ligonier 
Valley (CPLV) member Annie 
MacDougall.

The local group is partnering 
with the nonprofit public health 
organization, Environmental 
Health Project (EHP) to manage 
the effort.

“By collecting this data, we 
allow ourselves and others 
to compare air quality data 
before and after development 
occurs,” says Nathan Deron, 
an environmental data scientist 
with EHP, which is conducting 
the study.

The study will collect 
continuous readings of fine 
particulate matter, or PM2.5, 
with PurpleAir sensors linked 
to a website, Deron adds. 
PM2.5 is air pollution made 
up of tiny particles – less than 
30 times smaller than a human 
hair – that can cause eye, nose 
and lung irritation, shortness of 

breath or other long-term health 
issues. It comes from car and 
truck exhaust and burning fuels 
like oil or coal.

Volatile organic compounds 

(VOC) data will also be 
collected by continuous VOC 
monitors developed by the 
CREATE Lab at Carnegie 
Mellon University. VOCs are 

chemicals from gases given off 
by indoor sources like glues and 
some foam insulation and from 
manufacturing and burning 
fuels like gas and wood.

“There is industry in the 
Valley that could increase 
and be detrimental to our air 
quality,” MacDougall says.

Ten sites throughout the 
Valley have both types of 
monitors up and running. They 
are located as far south as the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike near 
Donegal and as far north as 
Wilpen with locations at the 
Powdermill Nature Reserve, 
the Compass Inn Museum, the 
Ligonier Valley Library and in 
some residents’ homes.

In addition, 24-hour summa 
canisters for air sampling will 
be deployed once or twice 
a year to provide even more 
information, MacDougall adds.

For the next three years, 
people can get Ligonier Valley 
air quality information by going 
to purpleair.com and clicking 
on map sites for the current 
Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Air Quality Index 
(AQI) readings on a scale of 
0 to 500. The PurpleAir map 
can show residents where the 
monitors’ readings fall within 
the AQI.

“Values of above 150 
are considered ‘unhealthy,’ 
regardless of sensitivity,” Deron 
says.

And any place in the United 
States that has a PurpleAir 

Monitors to provide data
on air quality in the Valley

PHOTO BY TARA EWANITS
Ed Oles, president of Citizens to Preserve Ligonier 
Valley,  Sally Van Ingen, president of the Ligonier Valley 
Library Board of Directors, and Annie MacDougall, 
Ligonier resident, pose under the air monitors located 
just outside the Ligonier Valley Library in the courtyard.

BY MANDI MORANELLI
For The Echo

A local teen’s passion for 
theater will be showcased this 
weekend when the Diamond 
Theatre of Ligonier, 210 West 
Main Street, presents the 
medieval drama, “A Hirø’s 
Tale” at 7 p.m. Friday and 3 and 
7 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.

The play was written by 
16-year-old Lanigan McCulty 
of Ligonier/Johnstown and 
Cletus McConville of Ligonier.

The  f ami ly - f r i end ly 
production follows the royal 
saga of three sons, Malvado, 
Hirø and Esteio, as they try to 
determine who will be heir to 
their deceased father’s throne in 
the Kingdom of Nobile.

Written over a three-month 
period, the play is unique in that 
audiences will be offered three 
different endings to the story. 
According to the theater, the 
pair “explored different ways 
the conflict could be resolved, 
ultimately deciding to offer 
different outcomes during some 
of the shows.”

Ending A will be presented 

at 7 p.m. Friday and 3 p.m. 
Sunday, while Ending B can 
be seen at 3 p.m. Saturday and 
Ending C unravels at 7 p.m 
Saturday and Sunday.

Despite the variety in endings, 
all versions will contain real, 
live “carefully choreographed 
sword fights woven throughout 
an epic tale of love, royalty and 
vengeance.”

Over 20 local actors from 
both Westmoreland and Fayette 
counties will be performing 
in the show. Arrogant eldest 
son, Malvado, will be played 
by McCulty, who also directs 
the production. Middle son 
Hirø, described as a pacifist 
and bookworm, is portrayed 
by Riley Nichols of Ligonier, 
while Sierra Nichols of 
Ligonier assumes the role of 
mischievous youngest brother, 
Esteio.

McConville, 26, who also 
assisted in choreographing the 
sword fighting segments with 
McCulty, will serve as narrator.

Admission for the 90-minute 
show is $12 for adults and 
$10 for children under 10. 

Concessions will be available 
for purchase at each showing.

This is the not the first time 
a play written by McCulty has 
graced the stage of the Diamond 
Theatre. He wrote the “Grease” 
parody “Greece Lightning: The 
Musical” over the course of 
a week during the spring of 
2020. It debuted to audiences 
in August.

“Previously, I had co-written 
a few plays with my mother 

(Leigh Ann)”, explained 
McCulty. “But I wanted to do 
it without her and take the next 
step on my own. I love Greek 
mythology, so I had a pretty 
good idea where I wanted to go 
with it,” he continued. “With 
the extra time I spent at home 
during quarantine, I kept myself 
busy.”

Teen writes, directs medieval drama 
debuting at Diamond Theatre

Family friendly production
has three different endings

SUBMITTED PHOTO
“A Hirø’s Tale” was co-written by 16-year-old Lanigan 
McCulty of Ligonier/Johnstown and Cletus McConville, 
26, of Ligonier over a three-month period. Throughout 
their writing process, the two explored different ways 
that the conflict could be resolved, ultimately deciding 
to offer different outcomes during some of the shows.

BY JENNIFER SOPKO
For The Echo

Progress on reviving Ligonier Beach has been gradual while 
Ligonier Township officials and a local citizens group work 
toward a redevelopment concept for the dormant Route 30 
recreation spot.

However, the township will spruce up the property and remove 
the remaining buildings that are not part of a proposed master 
plan that could include the largest natural public swimming pool 
in the United States.

A Community Clean-Up Day at Ligonier Beach is scheduled 
for Saturday, July 31 from 8 a.m. until 12 p.m.

The event is a partnership between the township and the 
Friends of Ligonier Beach (FOLB) group. Work will be restricted 
to outdoor areas on the eight-acre site and all volunteers must 
sign a liability waiver.

“We have some hardworking committee members lined up 
with lawnmowers, weed eaters, chainsaws,” FOLB member 
Julie Donovan told Ligonier Township’s board of supervisors 
during its meeting July 13.

Chairman John Beaufort said he would supply dumpsters 
that day and suggested cleaning and protecting the exposed 
swimming pool filter apparatus now that the building has been 
torn down.

“That property could definitely use some attention,” supervisor 
Stephanie Verna said.

The supervisors also voted unanimously to engage The EADS 
Group, the township’s engineering firm, to prepare specification 
documents for the demolition of Ligonier Beach’s bar and 
restaurant and bathhouse, advertise the bid package, and oversee 
the project.

The locations of these two buildings are slated for other uses 
on a sketch plan for the Ligonier Beach redevelopment, so 
foundations will need to be completely removed and backfilled, 
according to EADS engineer Ben Faas. The bar/restaurant also 
contains some asbestos, which will need remediation.

More demo 
work set for 

Ligonier Beach
Community Clean-Up Day 

scheduled for July 31 

BY JENNIFER SOPKO
For The Echo

Ligonier Township will now host public works committee meetings 
open to the public beginning this month, where discussions could 
focus on the department’s vegetation maintenance plan and its priority 
list of projects to tackle this year.

The township’s public works department was a recurring topic 
during the board of supervisors’ meeting July 13. Officials voted 
unanimously to schedule the meeting immediately following the 
supervisors’ monthly work session, which is held on the fourth 
Tuesday at 4:30 p.m.

The first public works committee session will be Tuesday, July 27.
Township finance officer Bethany Caldwell brought up the 

vegetation maintenance while addressing several safety concerns on 
a series of narrow roads in the township, including the department’s 
upkeep of the public right-of-way.

She pointed out that Ligonier Township’s six public works 
employees are responsible for maintaining 122 roads in the second 
largest township in Westmoreland County, at 92 square miles.

They cover 100 miles of road, which is actually 200 miles of right 
of way.

“If you look at Unity Township, compared to Ligonier Township, 
they have 21 people and less miles of road than we have. We have six 
guys trying to take care of all these roads. Maybe that’s a problem,” 
said public works employee Mike Shadron from the audience.

Tree trimming is not a regular part of the public works crew’s 
vegetation maintenance plan, which involves a six-week mowing 
cycle. But it could be implemented using the township’s expected 
allocation from the American Rescue Plan coronavirus relief funds, 
Caldwell said.

She would like to work towards a vegetation plan with several 
components, perhaps also incorporating the township’s stormwater 
management inventory and layout plan for catch basins.

The public works department will also provide the supervisors with 
a monthly report of citizen complaints, according to Caldwell, who 
also summarized the department’s monthly activity report.

Township sets open 
public works meetings
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