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Photos by Ernie Sistek
And they’re off for Latrobe-GLSD Parks & Recreation’s 26th annual Turkey Trot 5K run/walk, held Thanksgiving Day in downtown Latrobe. Brothers Eric and Brent Kennedy 
of Kiski were the fi rst participants in the men’s division to cross the fi nish line, both with an unoffi cial time of 15:45. Colette Silvis of Latrobe was the fi rst female to cross 
the fi nish line with an offi cial time of 20:20.

Strutting their stuff at Latrobe-GLSD’s annual Turkey Trot

The turkey knows it’s important to stretch before going for a run, so he guided some 
of the participants in a little warmup exercise.

BY GREG REINBOLD
Bulletin Staff Writer

A dozen staffers at Westmoreland Manor 
recently tested positive for coronavirus 
(COVID-19), officials at the county-owned 
nursing home announced Thursday.

The new cases among staff members at the 
Hempfi eld Township facility come as case totals 
in Westmoreland County have reached record 
highs.

Since mid-September, there have been 152 
residents at Westmoreland Manor test positive 
for coronavirus, offi cials said, and including the 
new cases, 60 staff members have tested positive. 
Westmoreland County officials announced 
previously that the deaths of six Westmoreland 

Manor residents were associated with COVID-19.
The county on Wednesday set a new single-

day high for new coronavirus cases with 273 
reported, according to the county’s website, and 
added another 253 new cases on Thanksgiving 
based on the state health department’s totals.

November has been the county’s worst month 
of the pandemic, with total cases in the county 
nearly doubling since Nov. 1.

With 3,940 new cases since the start of 
November, the county’s case total has climbed 
to 8,412, according to the Pennysylvania 
Department of Health’s latest update, which 
came at noon Thursday.

Westmoreland Manor 
staffers test positive as county 

COVID-19 cases soar

BY DAN SCIFO
Bulletin Staff Writer

The Greater Latrobe School District is staying 
status quo.

Board members met Wednesday night for a 
special emergency meeting and voted by an 8-1 
margin to remain in the blended instructional 
model despite rising coronavirus (COVID-19) 
cases.

Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf and state Secretary 
of Health Dr. Rachel Levine, on Monday, 
announced all public schools in counties that 
are placed within the “substantial” category of 
community coronavirus transmission for at least 

two consecutive weeks – 59 of the state’s 67 counties 
– fall under the new directive. Westmoreland 
County school districts, like the majority across the 
state, have to decide by 5 p.m. Monday whether 
to commit to a full-remote instructional model in 
response to the local increase in COVID-19 cases 
or sign off on their compliance with state pandemic 
safety protocols.

Greater Latrobe opted to stay in its blended 
instructional model, previously approved at the 
Nov. 10 school board meeting. The blended model 
gives students the option to attend school in a brick 
and mortar setting, or remain at home in a full 
online remote model.

“This new order is basically an admission that 

as long as we follow their guidance, that we 
can continue to stay open during the substantial 
category,” Greater Latrobe solicitor Ned Nakles 
said. “And that really hadn’t been established from 
a legal perspective. I gave an opinion on it, that it’s 
a local decision … it’s a community decision, and I 
felt like I could support it, but now it’s in the order.

“At least there’s some recognition that we 
can keep working in substantial under certain 
conditions.”

Under the directive, the district had to sign an 
attestation form.

“It means you attest to something,” Nakles said. 
“It’s like signing a verifi cation, or an affi davit, and 
it says you have a choice. You can stay in school 

and follow the guidelines that the state put out, 
or you can attest that you’re going to transition to 
fully remote learning. We signed the attestation and 
everything will stay the same.”

The attestation form required signatures from 
Greater Latrobe superintendent Dr. Georgia 
Teppert and school board president Dr. Michael 
Zorch. But Nakles wanted the full board to act on 
the measure to keep the district open in the midst 
of the state’s “substantial” category.

“I didn’t feel it was right for the superintendent 
and the board president to sign something and be 
out there on a limb all by themselves,” Nakles said.

Greater Latrobe board votes to continue in-person learning

BY MARYANN GOGNIAT EIDEMILLER
For The Bulletin

Alex Vucish is a superhero. He has nearly one million Tik 
Tok views of him dancing as Iron Man, and a comic book artist 
painted a picture of him with Iron Man and titled it “My Iron 
Boy.”

What makes him a real hero, though, is that Alex, the son 
of Michael and Jessica Vucish of Hempfi eld Township, is not 
fi ghting off imaginary bad guys.

Since May, Alex has been fi ghting for his life.
Doctors at Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh started him today 

on an intravenous drip of his own harvested stem cells. That’s part 
of the continuing battle against the neuroblastoma that invaded 
his stomach and impacted adjacent organs. He nearly died when 
side effects of one treatment landed him on life support.

“There were many times that we weren’t sure if he was going 
to be with us,” his mother said.

But after a series of surgeries, treatments, and chemotherapy, 
things are looking more promising for the boy who turned three 
in July.

Meet ‘Iron Boy’:
Hempfi eld Twp. 

boy fi ghting cancer 
is real superhero

Submitted photo
This painting of Alex Vucish and Iron Man was done by comic book artist Romeo Tanghal of New Jersey, who 
sent it as a gift to the family. He calls it “My Iron Boy.” The right photo shows Alex, a superhero in his own right.

(See Greater Latrobe on Page A3)

(See Westmoreland on Page A3)

(See Meet ‘Iron Boy’ on Page A9)


