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Uncertainty and confusion has loomed like a 
dark cloud over most every community activity 
nationwide since the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic struck — and Ligonier’s annual Fort 
Ligonier Days festival is no exception, as the 
official festival is canceled this year.

But businesses in Ligonier will remain open, 
and in true Ligonier fashion, local merchants, 
gallery, business and restaurant owners, and 
nonprofit organizations are stepping up to roll 
out the welcome mat this weekend.

The Ligonier Valley Chamber of Commerce 
will promote its first Ligonier Chamber Days 
Thursday through Sunday, Oct. 8-11.

“We as a chamber need to help promote all 
of our businesses to bring people into Ligoni-
er,” said Joyce McIntire, president of the Li-
gonier Valley Chamber of Commerce board of 
directors and interim executive director. “We 
obtained permission from Ligonier Borough 
Council to hold the sidewalk sales and some 

other activities this weekend.”
The Ligonier Merchant Sidewalk Sale will 

be held from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday through 
Sunday. McIntire said the chamber plans to 
conduct a Shop Ligonier bingo game to get 
people to go into the participating businesses.

“We hope Ligonier Chamber Days will be 
beneficial for the merchants, restaurants and 
other businesses,” McIntire said. “Everyone 
has gone through this pandemic and everybody 
is hurting. We are worried about our business 
community and want them to have the oppor-
tunity take advantage of Chamber Days.”

Just as they have for many years during the 
annual festival, merchants will be conducting 
sidewalk sales, restaurants will offer specials, 
and shops and galleries will be stocked with 
seasonal decorations, gifts and must-have 
hand-crafted items.

The Chamber will sponsor musical enter-
tainment at Pondstone Park. Jacian Blaze will 
perform from 6 to 9 p.m. Saturday and D.J. 
Steve will provide musical entertainment be-
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Ligonier Chamber Days  
to offer fun FLD alternative

Fort Ligonier Days and the fort’s legendary 
French and Indian War battle re-enactments 
cannot be held this year because of the coro-
navirus (COVID-19) pandemic. However, Fort 
Ligonier has a created an experience to com-
memorate the historic Oct. 12, 1758 Battle of 
Fort Ligonier this weekend.

“We want to make this Fort Ligonier Days 
weekend a positive special experience for the 
people,” said Julie Donovan, marketing and 
public relations director at the fort. “It is im-
portant to commemorate the battle of what 
happened at Fort Ligonier and to commemo-
rate Ligonier’s history.”

Fort Ligonier will be open for its regular 
hours of operation, from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Friday. During that time there will be a 
special whiskey sale.

A limited quantity of 1762 whiskey will be 
available for purchase at the Fort Ligonier mu-
seum on Friday only. The cost is $50 per 375 

millileter bottle or two for $90.
“It is a special whiskey made just for the fort 

by Wigle Whiskey in Pittsburgh,” Donovan 
said.

The latest whiskey offering was inspired by 
the Archibald Blane painting of Fort Ligonier 
that hangs in the museum’s History Gallery. An 
artist and an officer, Blane served in the 60th 
Royal American Regiment during the 1758 
Forbes Campaign. He painted the watercolor 
of Fort Ligonier in 1762 when he was in com-
mand of the frontier outpost.

“The Blane is one of our most beloved by 
visitors pieces of artwork,” she said. “It depicts 
what the fort really looked like in the begin-
ning.”

Donovan said a labeled whiskey was initial-
ly created last year for the Cannon Ball.

“We unveiled for the first time last year 
a whiskey made especially for us by Wigle 
Whiskey called Friendly Fire. It was in hon-
or of George Washington’s Friendly Fire Inci-
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Fort Ligonier plans 
commemorative weekend events

The Loyalhanna Watershed Association 
(LWA) will play host to its first Oktoberfest 
this weekend at the Watershed Farm’s mar-
ket grounds at 6 Old Lincoln Highway West 
in Ligonier.

Oktoberfest will be held from 3:30 p.m. to 
dark on Friday and Saturday, Oct. 9-10. The 
event will be held rain or shine. Safe social 
distancing guidelines will be observed.

The Oktoberfest idea grew out of a need 
to find a way for LWA, as well as other non-
profit groups, local vendors and restaurants, 
to recoup some fundraising monies lost to 
the pandemic shutdown — but more impor-
tantly, from a desire to offer something for 
the community to do this weekend.

Because their budget was finalized before 
the cancellation notice was announced about 
Fort Ligonier Days, the LWA was challenged 

to come up with another idea to raise some 
funding.

“We thought we could do something out-
doors that follows the (pandemic) guidelines 
and was fun for people to do for a couple of 
hours,” said Susan Huba, LWA executive di-
rector.

The entry fee is $5 per person and tickets 
must be purchased in advance online at okto-
berfestinligonier.eventbrite.com.

“Because of COVID regulations, all 
tickets must be purchased in advance at 
Eventbrite,” Huba said.

Oktoberfest will feature musical enter-
tainment both days. Sky Pilot will perform 
on Friday and Unnecessary Polka Band will 
perform on Saturday.

“We wanted something to fit the Oktober-
fest theme so we booked a polka band from 
Pittsburgh. But we figured three hours of 
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LWA to host first Oktoberfest  
Oct. 9-10 at Watershed Farm

It’s a good thing that Ligo-
nier Borough officials have 
been conducting meetings 
remotely over Zoom, given 
the unexpected destruction at 
Ligonier Town Hall by a run-
away garbage truck early on 
Sept. 28.

Shortly after 1 a.m., a McIn-
chok Sanitation truck smashed 
into the brick barrier wall 
along Bank Alley, the domino 
effect of which left a gaping 
hole in council chambers at 
town hall on East Main Street.

The dump truck’s emer-
gency brake failed while two 
McInchok employees were 
emptying trash from nearby 
restaurants, according to the 
Ligonier Valley Police De-
partment complaint report. 
The vehicle was parked in the 
thruway between East Church 

Street and Bank Alley.
The truck coasted downhill, 

hit four parking meters, and 
veered into town hall. Its nose 

toppled the brick perimeter 
and penetrated the Town Hall 
wall – all three layers of brick, 
inner block, and one-inch-
thick plaster.

The vehicle came to rest 
about three or four feet inside 
council chambers, its bumper 
where Ligonier Borough 
Mayor Ormond “Butch” Bel-
las and Ligonier Valley Police 
Chief John Berger sit during 
council meetings, Berger told 
the Echo.

Photos of the crash site 
show that the rubble knocked 
the pair’s shared desk halfway 
across the room.

“I went down and looked 
at it. The amount of damage 
is unbelievable,” Bellas said 
when reached by phone.

The incident report states 
that video from a town hall se-
curity camera matched driver 
Willie Lee’s account of the ac-
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Runaway garbage truck smashes  
through wall at Ligonier Town Hall

The limited number of spec-
tators permitted inside Ligonier 
Valley’s Weller Field on Friday 
night because of coronavirus 
(COVID-19) restrictions on 
large gatherings got to see some-
thing that hadn’t happened there 
in 50 years — a WPIAL victory 
for the home team.

The Rams weathered some 
early adversity, came out hot to 
start the second half and held on 
for a 28-26 win over Steel Val-
ley in Friday’s WPIAL Class 2A 
Allegheny Conference matchup.

Ligonier Valley (1-1, 2-2) 
played in the WPIAL from 1927 
to 1969 before spending 50 years 
as a member of PIAA District 6, 
the last 20 of those as a member 
of the Heritage Conference.

With only two home games 
on the 2020 schedule, Rams’ 
head coach Roger Beitel and his 

LV holds off Ironmen, 
notches first WPIAL 
home win in 50 years
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team weren’t going to take Fri-
day’s contest lightly.

“It was a great night for us,” 
Beitel said. “We’re only here 
twice, we’ve been on the road 
for three weeks and we get to go 
on the road again for two more 
weeks. A lot of historians are 
sending me texts and things like 
that, that it’s been over 50 years 
since we’ve won a WPIAL game 
at Weller Field. That’s special, 
and I’m glad it was the first one 
here.”

Steel Valley (0-1, 1-2) got out 
ahead of the Rams early with an 
11-play, 74-yard scoring drive 
to open the game. Ronnell Law-
rence lofted a 20-yard touch-
down pass to Ahmir Culmer, and 
Nijhay Burt ran in the two-point 
conversion to put Ligonier Val-
ley in an early 8-0 hole.
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Julie Donovan, Fort Ligonier marketing and public relations director, stands by the 
Archibald Blane painting of Fort Ligonier that hangs in the museum’s History Gallery. 
Blane painted the watercolor of Fort Ligonier in 1762 when he was in command of the 
frontier outpost. The painting was the inspiration for this year’s special edition whis-
key label created for Fort Ligonier.

Photo courtesy of Ligonier Valley Police Chief John Berger
A runaway McInchok Sanitation garbage truck smashed 
through the wall of Ligonier Town Hall into the coun-
cil chambers early in the morning on Sept. 28 after the 
truck’s emergency brake failed while two McInchok em-
ployees were emptying trash from nearby restaurants. 
No one was injured in the accident.

Free admission to fort Friday evening

Non-profits and businesses unveil  
slate of special events

See EVENTS on Page 2

See CHAMBER on Page 2

See OKTOBERFEST on Page 2

See TRUCK on Page 2

See IRONMEN on Page 5
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October is National
Orthodontic Health Month

Dr. Ken Purvis & Dr. Sarah LaRue
— FAMILY ORTHODONTICS —

Ligonier: 724-238-6795
Purvis Orthodontics - Like us onWWW.PURVISORTHO.COM

Latrobe: 724-539-3541 Greensburg: 724-836-2846

Complimentary Orthodontic
EXAM & X-RAY


