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BY MARC LEVY
Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — Pennsylvania state lawmakers 
returned to session Monday with a big June agenda and sharp 
differences over the future of the state’s fi nances, schools, energy 
sector and election procedures.

With four weeks to wrap up work for an on-time budget, the 
Republican-controlled Legislature will have lots of distractions: 
the month is packed with lawmakers’ fundraisers and impending 
votes on hot-button social issues.

Republican lawmakers are also under pressure from Donald 
Trump to pursue a “forensic audit” of the 2020 presidential election. 
And the Capitol is still under a mask mandate for employees, 
a reminder of the pandemic that disrupted the ebb and fl ow of 
lawmaking for a year and which has driven deeper partisan divides.

Gov. Tom Wolf, a Democrat, goes into June with a top priority 
of securing a “historic” amount of new money for public schools.

He has reported some good fi scal news: a huge surplus since tax 
collections rebounded far better than expected from the pandemic’s 
impact. Meanwhile, sitting in a state bank account is $7.3 billion of 
federal money from the American Rescue Plan that President Joe 
Biden signed in March.

Senate Majority Leader Kim Ward, R-Westmoreland, said the 
Republican-controlled Senate’s focus is wrapping up the budget, 
as well as funding for public and private education, broadband and 
transportation.

“We’re not used to this, but we have money, we have plenty of 
money,” said Ward.

Election legislation is also a top priority in June, but deep partisan 
differences make its passage iffy.

BY ZACH D’AMICO
Bulletin Staff Writer

Surrounded by her family, Leslie Rossi on Monday afternoon 
became the fi rst-ever woman to be sworn-in to represent the 59th 
District in the Pennsylvania House of Representatives.

“Today was an honor to be sworn in as a representative of 
the people of District 59,” she said to the Bulletin. “As I was 
surrounded by my loving family, I could not help but think of the 
people, and what they mean to me and I’m going to work hard 
to help them with their needs and do all that I can for the area we 
love and call home.”

Rossi (R-Unity) won the May 18 special election for the House 
seat in the 59th District left vacant by the death of Mike Reese, 
who passed away Jan. 2 of an apparent brain aneurysm. He was 
elected for a seventh-term in the state House of Representatives, 
running unopposed as a Republican in the November 2020 
election.

On Monday, Abby Major (R-Ford City) was also sworn-in after 
winning a special election last month. Major also became the 
fi rst woman to represent Pennsylvania’s 60th legislative district.

House Speaker Bryan Cutler (R-Lancaster) presided over 
the livestreamed ceremony held inside the Chamber of the 
Pennsylvania House of Representatives.

Frontier Court Days, a special 
weekend of court reenactments 
and more, will be held from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, June 
19, and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday, 
June 20, at Historic Hanna’s 
Town, 809 Forbes Trail Road, 
Hempfi eld Township.

Scheduled events include 
reenactments of court cases 
heard at Hanna’s Town 
between 1773-86 along with 
living history presentations, 
military encampments and 
demonstrations, activities for 
children, live music and more.

Frontier Court Days 
admission is $10 for adults, $5 
for children and free for ages 5 
and under (usual discounts do 
not apply for this event).

Historic Hanna’s Town 
described Frontier Court Days 
as experiencing “the excitement 
that people of the 18th century 
felt when they gathered in town 
for court. See how those who 
were accused and convicted of 
crimes paid their debt to society 
on the Pennsylvania frontier.” 
Reenactments will take place 

at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday; the 11 a.m. and 
2 p.m. sessions will feature 
their own court cases.

The event will also feature 
encampments, drills and 
artillery demonstrations by 
Westmoreland County’s 
Proctor’s Militia (I.B.W.C.P.), 
8th Pennsylvania Regiment, 
Fort McIntosh Garrison, 60th 

Royal Americans and Rangers 
of the Ohio Company.

O t h e r  a t t r a c t i o n s 
include demonstrations of 
blacksmithing in the new 
blacksmith shop, gunsmithing, 
woodworking, spinning, 
weaving, gardening, herbal 
medicine and midwifery, 
Native American history and 
culture, Revolutionary War 

surgeon’s medicine (Saturday 
only), and traditional Scots-
Irish and Celtic music by Dee 
and Paddy’s.

At noon both days, there 
will also be a book talk by 
Gail Curtis, author of “Woman 
on Fire: Based on the Life of 
Elizabeth Guthrie Brownlee 
Guthrie,” a fictionalized 
story based on the life of a 
real survivor of the attack on 
Hanna’s Town.

On Sunday morning, guests 
may attend an 18th century 
church service featuring 
traditional readings, sermon, 
prayer and music.

“We are excited to welcome 
the community back to 
Frontier Court Days this year,” 
said Pam Curtin, education 
and interpretation manager 
at Westmoreland Historical 
Society. “Our volunteers and 
reenactors have dedicated a lot 
of time and care to make this 
event a fun and educational 
experience.”
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The 2021 Derry Township Playground Program staff of Justin Huss, Dom DeLuca, Jason Geary, Onreey Stewart, 
Riley Watson, Olexei Nuttal, Kamryn Kelly, Sarah Ackerman and Kylie Sliva at St. Anthony’s Playground in 
Bradenville, are ready for the summer season. The annual program, which kicked off on Monday, June 7, runs 
through Friday, Aug. 6. Locations and corresponding times of availability include: New Derry, John’s Field, from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.; Derry Community Park, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.; New Alexandria, 12:30 to 2:30 p.m., and Brenizer, 
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. All four locations will offer the program each Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. Dates 
and locations are subject to change due to weather and participation. The free program is for children ages 5 to 
13, and offers crafts, coloring, sports, games and tournaments. For more information, call 724-694-8835.
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Latrobe Kinder-Schull welcomed state Sen. Kim Ward 
(R-Hempfi eld) and local leaders last week for a virtual 
tour and conversation on the challenges of providing pre-k 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Local leaders spoke to 
Ward about the continued need to serve the more than 2,195 
eligible children across Westmoreland County who still lack 
access to this once-in-a-lifetime learning opportunity.

“You don’t have to sell me on the importance of early 
education, I’m already sold on that,” Ward said. “I think if 
we are not taking care of our young kids, we are derelict in 
our duty, if we’re not giving them the best start that we can.”

Eva Wood, director at Latrobe Kinder-Schull offered a 
glimpse into life at an early learning center during COVID 
— describing both visually and verbally how providers have 
been supporting our children, families and businesses during 
this unique year.

Joining her in the discussion were Briana Tomack, 
president and CEO at Greater Latrobe-Laurel Valley 
Chamber of Commerce; Shirley Hough, director at Our 
Buddy’s Place; Mary Anna Pitner, director at SPHS Child 
Learning Center, and Lindsey Ramsey and Cristina Codario 
of Trying Together.

“We need to help childcare and preschool programs reach 
high quality, and in order to do that there are fi nancial 
burdens that have to be hurdled,” said Wood. “I think with 
providing that fi nancial support, facilities will be able to 
reach those standards.

The next Antiques & Collectibles Sale at Historic Hanna’s 
Town, Hempfi eld Township, is slated for Sunday, June 13. 
The event will feature more than 100 vendors in a quaint and 
historic setting.

Lisa Hays, executive director of the sponsoring organization, 
the Westmoreland Historical Society, noted that the “Hanna’s 
Town show continues to be popular with collectors who enjoy 
‘the hunt’ and people looking for good deals on unique and 
vintage items. Because of the rain in May, many dealers 
postponed their fi rst appearance of the season until June. So 
buyers will have their fi rst chance to see what dealers have been 
accumulating during the off-season.”

Frontier Court Days planned at 
Historic Hanna’s Town June 19-20

Antiques & Collectibles Market 
set at Historic Hanna’s Town
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Surrounded by her family, state Rep. Leslie Rossi (R-Unity) on Monday took the oath of offi ce to begin her fi rst 
term representing the people of the 59th District in the Pennsylvania House of Representatives.
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Latrobe Kinder-Schull 
welcomes Sen. Kim 
Ward for discussion
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