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BY NICK CAMMUSO
Bulletin Staff Writer

Westmoreland County’s number of confirmed cases of 
coronavirus (COVID-19) grew to 11 on Tuesday, according to 
updated fi gures from the Pennsylvania Department of Health.

The total represents an increase from eight confi rmed cases 
reported a day earlier by county offi cials.

As of noon Tuesday, the state Department of Health confi rmed 
207 additional positive cases of coronavirus, along with four new 
deaths, bringing the statewide total to 851 cases in 40 counties and 
seven deaths in fi ve counties. Another 8,643 patients have tested 
negative for the disease, offi cials said.

“Our notable increase in cases over the past few days indicate 
we need everyone to take COVID-19 seriously,” state Secretary of 
Health Dr. Rachel Levine said in a news release. “Pennsylvanians 
have a very important job right now — stay calm, stay home and 
stay safe. We have seen case counts continue to increase and the 
best way to prevent the spread of COVID-19 is to stay home.”

Locally, a resident at Loyalhanna Care Center in Derry Township 
has tested positive for coronavirus, according to a letter posted on 
the facility’s Facebook page. The center said it was notifi ed of the 
positive test by the state Department of Health.

Loyalhanna Care Center administrator Kelly Pynos told the 
Tribune-Review that the woman was transferred Monday to a local 

hospital. As of Tuesday night, no other residents at the skilled 
nursing facility had shown coronavirus-related symptoms.

“This resident was identifi ed through our monitoring process 
for this virus and is currently in the hospital for treatment of her 
symptoms,” a spokesperson for Loyalhanna Care Center said. 
“We are working closely with our local, state and federal health 
departments as we continue to actively monitor our residents for 
signs and symptoms of COVID-19.

“The health and welfare of our residents and employees is our 
highest priority as we continue to process the information and 
implement additional measures to mitigate the spread of this virus 
through our facility.”

Pynos said the center suspended visitors starting on March 
13. She said in the letter that staff members continue to follow 
public health recommendations to reduce the spread of the 
virus, including “strict hand-washing procedures, and in many 
circumstances, wearing facemasks, gowns and gloves when 
interacting with residents who are sick.”

Westmoreland County officials have expressed concerns 
about the lack of details regarding the county’s cases, such as 
municipalities where those who have tested positive reside. That 
information, offi cials said, could help alert emergency responders 
to possible virus “hot spots” and show areas where equipment 
shortages could be likely in the near future.

State police issued warnings to 27 businesses statewide 

Monday during the fi rst day of enforcement of Gov. Tom 
Wolf’s order that all “non-life-sustaining” businesses close 
their physical locations.

“As expected, we found the overwhelming majority 
of people and businesses across the commonwealth are 
voluntarily complying with the order and doing their part to 
stop the spread of COVID-19,” said Col. Robert Evanchick, 
commissioner of the Pennsylvania State Police. “This process 
is two phased beginning with warnings to gain voluntary 
compliance, followed by enforcement as necessary.”

In Troop A, which encompasses parts of Westmoreland 
and Indiana counties as well as the entirety of Somerset and 
Cambria counties, four warnings were issued to businesses 

that had remained open.
No businesses in the state were issued citations for failing 

to close Monday.
Warnings issued in other areas, by Troop, are as follows: 

Troop B, 2; Troop C, 0; Troop D, 1; Troop E, 4; Troop F, 2; 

Troop G, 2; Troop H, 4; Troop J, 1; Troop K, 1; Troop L, 1; 
Troop M, 3; Troop N, 1; Troop P, 0, and Troop R, 1.

The governor has directed the Pennsylvania Liquor Control 
Board, Department of Health, Department of Agriculture, 
Pennsylvania State Police, municipal police and local 
offi cials, to enforce the closure orders to the full extent of 
the law using their resources to enforce closure orders within 
their jurisdictions.

The Wolf administration has provided all local law 
enforcement with enforcement guidance that mirrors PSP’s.

The current list of businesses classifi ed as life-sustaining, 
resources for affected businesses, and information businesses 

to request a waiver/exemption are available from the 
Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic 
Development (DCED).

To report a noncompliant business, police recommend 

contacting your local law enforcement agency’s non-

emergency number. Do not call 911 to report noncompliant 
businesses.

BY DAN SCIFO
Bulletin Staff Writer

Derry Area School Board member Sean 
Kemmerer has been recently involved in a 
Senate bill that is expected to see a vote today.

On Tuesday, the state House Appropriations 
Committee inserted an emergency school code 
amendment into Senate Bill 751 because of the 
current coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 
The bill is expected to be voted on today, 
March 25, and if approved by the House of 
Representatives, it will return to the state senate 
for a concurrence vote.

The amendments inserted into Senate Bill 
751 address issues that only apply to the 
current school year for entities, including 
school districts, intermediate units, career and 
technology centers, cyber charter, charters, 

cyber charters and regional charters.
The bill would waive the 180-day requirement 

for all public and nonpublic schools and allow 
the secretary of education to close all school 
entities until the threat to health and safety 
caused by the pandemic has ended. It allows the 
secretary of education to increase the number of 
allowable fi xable instruction days (FIDs) to a 
number determined by the secretary during the 
2019-20 school year.

Other waivers by the secretary could include 
career and technical education program hours, 
performance data in the teacher evaluation 
system, pre-K counts hours, along with NIMS 
assessments and NOCTI exams.

The bill also states, regarding pay and 
PSERS credit for school employees employed 

BY ANDREW TAYLOR, LISA MASCARO
AND JONATHAN LEMIRE

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The White House and Senate 
leaders of both major political parties announced agreement 
early Wednesday on unprecedented emergency legislation to 

rush sweeping aid to businesses, workers and a health care 
system slammed by the coronavirus pandemic.

The urgently needed $2 trillion pandemic response 
measure is the largest economic rescue measure in history 
and is intended as a weekslong or monthslong patch for 
an economy spiraling into recession and a nation facing a 

potentially ghastly toll.
Top White House aide Eric Ueland announced the 

agreement in a Capitol hallway shortly after midnight, 
capping days of often intense haggling and mounting 
pressure. The deal still needs to be fi nalized in detailed 
legislative language.

“Ladies and gentlemen, we are done,” Ueland said. “We 
have a deal.”

BY ZEKE MILLER AND DARLENE SUPERVILLE
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump said he is 
hoping the United States will be reopened by Easter as he weighs 
how to relax nationwide social-distancing guidelines to put some 
workers back on the job during the coronavirus outbreak.

Trump’s optimism contradicted the warnings of some public 
health offi cials who called for stricter — not looser — restrictions 
on public interactions. But federal offi cials suggested that advisories 
could be loosened in areas not experiencing widespread infection.

With lives and the economy hanging in the balance, Trump said 
Tuesday he was already looking toward easing the advisories that 
have sidelined workers, shuttered schools and led to a widespread 
economic slowdown. “I would love to have the country opened up 
and just raring to go by Easter,” he said during a Fox News virtual 
town hall. Easter is just over two weeks away — Apr. 12.

“Wouldn’t it be great to have all of the churches full?” Trump said 
in a subsequent interview. “You’ll have packed churches all over 
our country.”

BY MARC LEVY, MICHAEL RUBINKAM
AND MARK SCOLFORO

Associated Press
HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — Even as he ordered residents of 

another county to stay at home, Gov. Tom Wolf on Tuesday quietly 
allowed gun shops to reopen on a limited basis during the coronavirus 
pandemic after several justices of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
urged him to do so.

Firearms dealers may now sell their wares by individual 
appointment during limited hours as long as they comply with social 
distancing guidelines and take other measures to protect employees 
and customers from the coronavirus, the governor’s offi ce said.

Wolf’s offi ce did not announce the policy change. It was included 
on an updated list of businesses that are subject to his order to close 
their physical locations because they have been deemed “non-life-
sustaining.”

Separately, Wolf also ordered residents of Erie County, in the 
state’s northwestern corner, to remain at home with few exceptions, 
in another sign of the virus’s rapid spread across Pennsylvania. The 
directive, which includes the city of Erie, the state’s fourth-largest 
with about 100,000 people, was to take effect at 8 p.m. Tuesday.

Residents of seven other counties — Philadelphia and its suburbs, 
Monroe County in the Pocono Mountains and Pittsburgh and the rest 
of Allegheny County — have already been ordered to stay home.

The twin decisions to add Erie to the quarantine and to allow 
gun dealers to reopen came as the new coronavirus continued its 
relentless march across Pennsylvania, with the state reporting more 
than 200 additional cases — an increase of more than 30% from the 
day before — and another death.

The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has prompted Waste 
Management to temporarily suspend some of its services 
throughout western Pennsylvania.

Starting today, March 25, the company announced it is 
suspending collection until further notice of bulk items such 
as furniture, carpet, mattresses and appliances; collection of 
yard waste such as grass clippings, brush and tree limbs, and 
spring and bulk cleanups.

Standard collection services will continue, the company 
noted, but trash and refuse must be bagged and sealed. 
Wherever possible, those items must be placed in containers 
and loose items will not be collected.

Recyclables will also be collected but all items, including 
cardboard, must be placed inside recycling bins.

Waste Management said it will continue to enforce previously-
agreed-upon bag and cart limits.

“(We) will focus its employees on the collection of trash 
and recycling, which are essential health and safety services,” 
Waste Management spokeswoman Lisa Kardell explained in 
a statement.

Photo by Ernie Sistek

Brady McIlnay, 12, goes high to the top of the rope 
jungle gym during a visit to the 3rd Ward Community 
Playground in Latrobe last week. With the governor’s 
announcement this week that school closures will 
continue, kids — and their parents — are looking for 
ways to pass the time.
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