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BY NICK CAMMUSO
Bulletin Staff Writer

A runway widening and strengthening project at Arnold Palmer 
Regional Airport is nearing the fi nish line.

Gabe Monzo, executive director of the Westmoreland County 
Airport Authority, which operates the airport, said the project was 
about 95% done as of Monday afternoon.

To speed up the work, all fl ights have been suspended at the 
Unity Township facility since the evening of Sept. 8.

Airport offi cials said the runway is expected to reopen at 
6:15 a.m. Friday, Sept. 25, for general and corporate aviation 
while Spirit Airlines commercial fl ights are slated to resume Oct. 
7.

Monzo said longtime airport authority member Don Rossi and 
his pilot, fl ying Rossi’s Embraer aircraft, will be the fi rst to take 
off on the newly-widened runway Friday morning.

BY MICHAEL RUBINKAM
Associated Press

Gov. Tom Wolf on Monday vetoed a bill that would give school 
districts the sole ability to make decisions on sports, including 

whether and how many spectators to allow, and lawmakers in the 

GOP-controlled General Assembly said they would try to override 
it.

The Wolf administration’s limits on gatherings of 25 people 
indoors and 250 people outdoors currently apply to youth sports, 
capping attendance at football games and other school sporting 

events and extracurricular activities. The vetoed legislation sought 
to empower schools to make their own rules about the number of 

spectators permitted at games.
Some families have chafed at the statewide limits, saying 

attendance could safely be expanded while still allowing for 

adequate physical distancing.
Wolf, a Democrat, said at a news conference Monday that 

statewide gathering limits need to be applied consistently to prevent 

the spread of the coronavirus. Pennsylvania has reported more than 
150,000 confi rmed virus infections and 8,000 deaths attributed to 
COVID-19.

Wolf later vetoed the bill, the last day he could do so before it 
automatically became law.

“I’m always amazed at politicians thinking that they can 
somehow wave a magic wand and suspend, sort of, reality,” Wolf 
said. “There’s a virus out there, and that virus really likes it when 
you bring a lot of people together. That’s what we know, and so 
you ignore that at your peril.”

Both chambers of the GOP-controlled General Assembly 
approved the bill by veto-proof two-thirds majorities, and 
Republican lawmakers pledged to hold votes in an attempt to 
override Wolf’s veto.

“In vetoing this bill, Gov. Wolf stands directly opposed to 
children and families looking for some semblance of normalcy and 
to receive the numerous invaluable benefi ts of fully participating 
in school sports,” House Majority Leader Kerry Benninghoff, 
R-Centre, said in a statement.

The legislation “earned the support of Republicans and Democrats 
alike because it entrusts schools to make the best decisions possible 
for their students and communities,” said Senate Majority Leader 
Jake Corman, R-Centre.

BY MARYANN GOGNIAT EIDEMILLER
For The Bulletin

Alabaster Performing Arts will present a patio 
concert Thursday evening at St. Emma Monastery 
in Hempfi eld Township.

All proceeds from the outdoor Irish Fall Festival 
will benefi t the community of Benedictine nuns 
who, because of the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic, had to cancel their popular book sales 
and fl ea markets, bookings at their Robertshaw 
Country House Bed & Breakfast, and their retreats 
and other public programs.

The performers staged a Christmas program 
in December and a Valentine’s Day program in 
February. Then when their own shows were also 
canceled, founder and director Mary McCormack 
of South Greensburg offered to perform a patriotic 
show to raise money for the monastery.

“Mary said that they had 50 shows cancelled so 
far this year, and so she’s anxious to bring shows to 
the people,” said Mother Mary Anne Noll, prioress 
of the community. “She said we need hope through 
this pandemic, and that we need to lift up our spirits 
and remember that God really is in charge.”

Alabaster presents music, drama and dance 
based on scripture, and also has shows with pop 
music themes.

“All of our shows are fi lled with Christian values 
and are wholesome, uplifting and encouraging,” 
McCormack said. “No matter whether we are 
singing Frank Sinatra songs or telling the story of 
Lazarus, we are infusing it with a strong message 
of love and the hope of Jesus Christ while making 
the show acceptable to people in a very down-to-
earth way.”

The concert will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday on 
the patio at the monastery. Guests are asked to bring 
their own lawn chairs and are required to keep 
current recommendations for social distancing and 
wearing masks. Tickets are $15 each, with 100% 
of the admissions benefi tting the monastery.

Alabaster staged two other fundraisers for the 
nuns. The “Proud To Be An American” show in 
July featured patriotic songs.

“It was just wonderful, inspiring and uplifting,” 
Mother Mary Anne said.

Photos by Ernie Sistek

Gabe Monzo, executive director of the Westmoreland County Airport Authority, said a runway strengthening and 
widening project at Arnold Palmer Regional Airport was about 95% done as of Monday afternoon.

Airport offi cials said the runway project, which will widen the runway at Arnold Palmer Regional Airport from 100 
feet to 150 feet, will help pilots land during inclement weather events. Offi cials said the runway at Arnold Palmer 
Regional Airport is expected to reopen at 6:15 a.m. Friday, Sept. 25, for general and corporate aviation while Spirit 
Airlines commercial fl ights are slated to resume Oct. 7. Flights at the Unity Township airport have been suspended 
for more than two weeks for runway widening and strengthening work.
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BY GREG REINBOLD
Bulletin Staff Writer

All face-to-face visitation at Westmoreland Manor has once 
again been halted after a contract staff member, an employee and 
20 residents at the Hempfi eld Township facility recently tested 
positive for coronavirus (COVID-19).

Westmoreland County on Sept. 16, in accordance with 
federal mandates from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, began routine coronavirus testing of staff. Following 
initial testing, offi cials learned of the positive test results. Many 
of the cases confi rmed by testing are asymptomatic, according 
to a news release issued Monday by the Westmoreland County 
Commissioners.

Westmoreland Manor is operated by Quest Healthcare 
Development Inc. Nearly all of the roughly 500 staff members at 
the facility are county employees.

The 400-bed Hempfi eld Township facility has had multiple 
precautions in place since mid-March to help prevent an outbreak 
of the virus.

Face-to-face visits 
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Gov. Tom Wolf vetoes school sports bill; 
override attempt planned

With experts anticipating a busy wildfi re and hurricane season 
this fall, the American Red Cross is seeking local volunteers to 
help in our community.

The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic will make it challenging 
for the Red Cross to deploy trained disaster volunteers from other 
parts of the country should an emergency occur locally.

There is a special need for volunteers to support sheltering 
efforts. Because of COVID-19, the Red Cross is placing those 
needing a safe place to stay in emergency hotel lodging when 
possible. If hotel stays aren’t possible, then the Red Cross will 
open traditional shelters. To help keep people safe, the Red Cross 
has put in place additional precautions and developed special 
training for its workforce.

Volunteers are needed to help staff shelter reception, registration, 
feeding, dormitory, information collection and other vital roles, 
with both associate and supervisory level opportunities available.

Health services support volunteers are also needed. The Red 
Cross is specifi cally seeking volunteers who are an RN, LPN, 
LVN, APRN, NP, EMT, paramedic, MD/DO or PA with an active, 
current and unencumbered license.

Red Cross seeking 
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Irish Fall Festival at St. Emma 
Monastery on Thursday

Submitted photo

Rick Reed, Mary McCormack and Jessie Glover of Alabaster Performing Arts take 
time for a photo at a performance. Reed and McCormack will be performing at 7 p.m. 
Thursday in an outdoor Irish Fall Festival at St. Emma Monastery in Hempfi eld 
Township to raise money for the monastery. (See Irish on Page A3)


